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CONFIDENTIAL, 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Egypt 


Lord Cromer to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 1.) 

(No. 136.) 

(Telegraphic.) T. Cairo, July 1, 1892. 

1VTTII reference to the decorations bestowed on M. Takla and bis family, it is 
obvious that the explanation reported in Sir Clare Ford’s telegram No. 83 is of no 
value, and I am astonished at the Sultan’s audacity in making statements of this kind. 

The bestowal of so high an order on a person in M. Takla’s position is without 
precedent. 

Moreover, the very high title of Kumcli Beyler Bey (Pasha of the First Class) has 
been given to his brother, who is co-proprietor of the “ Abram ” newspaper. Very 
few Egyptians enjoy this rank, which gives M. Selim Takla social precedence over 
the present Prime Minister of Egypt. M. Takla’s wife has been given the Order of 
the Slmfakat of the Second Class, which decoration has hitherto been possessed by no 
one in Egypt except the mother of the Khedive. Lesser honours have been bestowed 
on the Paris correspondent, of the “ Ahram,” who is a Frenchman, and on one of the 
correspondents here, who is a native. 

The Sultan’s statement that he knows nothing of the “ Ahram ” is ridiculous. 
For a long time Takla and Mukhtar Pasha have been in constant communication, and 
the latter sends the “ Ahram ” to the Palace regularly. 

I have again heard from an informant whom I can trust that the Sultan granted 
a long audience to M. Takla, the result of which was that the latter received a 
donation of 1,300/., and, in addition, the Sultan promised him a monthly subsidy of 
100 /. 

i consider this incident to be very important. Since the death of the late 
Khedive the local situation has presented considerable difficulties, which will be 
increased if, with the avowed support of the Sultan, this man, who is intelligent but 
unscrupulous, is allowed to excito fanatical and pro-Turkish feelings. “ El Ahram ” 
has a wide circulation. I venture to hopo that your Lordship will not let this 
incident pass. The Sultan can only give proof of his sincerity by publicly cancelling 
those honours and decorations. If this is not done, I venture to suggest that your 
Lordship should decline all further negotiations on the Egyptian question; that a 
simultaneous declaration to this effect should be mado by Her Majesty's Ambassador 
at Constantinople and by myself here. 

I have sent a copy of this telegram to Constantinople. 














2 


No. 2. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 51.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 1, 1892. 

WE consider the Sultan’s explanations with regard to the honours bestowed on 
Takla, his wife, and his brother, extremely unsatisfactory, and it is probable that an 
early opportunity will be taken of conferring a decoration on M. Hagopiau, proprietor 
of the Armenian newspaper published here. 

Make a communication to the above effect to Mukhtar Pasha, unless you sec any 
objection to doing so. 


No. 3. 

Lord Cromer to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July G.) 

(No. 138. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) F. Cairo, July G, 1S92. 

I HAVE given tho messago which your Lordship instructed mo to deliver to 
Mukhtar Pasha in your telegram No. 51. From what I gathered, I should say he 
had no hand in the inattcr. He could not defend His Imperial Majesty’s action, of 
which ho was evidently much ashamed. Ho astonished me by his very outspoken 
language as to the impossibility of dealing with His Majesty. 

I have repeated this telegram to Sir F. C. Ford. 


No. 4. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 8.) 

(No. 215. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, June 30,1S92. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that, immediately on receipt of your 
Lordship’s telegram respecting the decoration which had been conferred by Ilis 
Imperial Majesty the Sultan on Takla, whoso position and antecedents arc such that 
in your Lordship’s opinion lie was not a proper person on whom such high distinction 
should bo liestowed, I instructed Sir Alfred Sandison, my First Dragoman, to repair to 
the Imperial Palace in order to make a representat ion on the subject in the sense of 
the instructions which I had received 1'i-om your Lordship. 

Sir Alfred Sandison saw the First Chamberlain, who, after matters had been 
explained to him, expressed his regret that the decoration in question had already been 
conferred on Takla, and that it would be now extremely difficult, if not impossible, for 
Ilis Imperial Majesty to withdraw it. He further stated that it was not in his power to 
convey any message on the subject to tho Sultan, and he referred Sir Alfred Sandison 
to His Imperial Majesty's First Secretary. 

Later in the day on which this interview took place Sir Alfred Sandison received 
a communication from Sureya Pasha, the Sultan’s First Secretary, to the effect that 
His Imperial Majesty trusted that I would give credence to the sincere assurance 
which His Imperial Majesty wished to be conveyed to me that lie had hardly over had 
time to peruse an Egyptian paper, and that he had neither heard nor seen anything of 
the paper in question, or of its editor, whom he now learnt was credited with being 
hostile to Great Britain. Takla was an officer of high official rank, and had been 
strongly recommended to him as a person worthy to receive a decoration, and His 
Imperial Majesty had, in consequence, conferred one upon him which corresponded to 
the rank he held. 

The communication conveyed through Sureya Pasha went on to say that His 
Imperial Master, in bestowing a decoration on Taklu, had not been in any way actuated 
by motives of a political character, and Ilis Imperial Majesty trusted, therefore, that I 
would accept tho statement he had made as “being perfectly true.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 









Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 14.) 

jj 

(No. 108.) 

My Lord, Cairo, June 28, 1892. 

I LEAltNT some weeks ago, and I informed Her Majesty’s Ambassador accord¬ 
ingly, that tho Syrian journalist, Bisliara Bey Takla, bad left for Constantinople, 
where he would doubtless do all the mischief in bis power. It was supposed that be 
would try to obtain the Sultan’s sanction for an agitation to be set on foot against 
English policy in Egypt. 

I yesterday received from Constantinople the letter of which a translation is 
inclosed herewith. 

I am inclined to believe that, the information given by Ibrahim Edhcm is 
trustworthy. Ilis statement as to the bestowal by his Imperial Majesty of the Grand 
Cordon of the Medjidieh upon Takla and bis brother receives a certain confirmation 
from the inclosed extract from yesterday evening’s “ Bosphorc figypticn.” The 
announcement of these very special honours, so disproportionato to the real rank of 
the recipients, has, I learn, produced a great sensation in native circles here. 

I havo explained at length in my telegram No. 131 of to-day’s date the reasons 
which would justify Her Majesty’s Government in resenting this public encourage¬ 
ment by the Sultan of the most virulent attacks by the native press on their policy, 
aud the language which I venture to submit should be bold to Ilis Imperial Majesty 
on the subject, whether the honours described in my correspondent’s letter have been 
actually conferred or arc merely contemplated, it is important that they should at 
once be cancelled. 

I may mention that the Taklas, although Syrian Christians, are under French 
protection, and thus evade Ottoman jurisdiction in Egypt. 

I havo sent a copy of this despatch to ller Majesty’s Ambassador at Constan¬ 
tinople. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. BALING. 


Iuclosure 1 in No. 5. 

Ibrahim Edhcm to Sir E. Baring. 

(Translation.) 

Sir, Constantinople, June 9, 1892. 

T AM aware that it is not usual to address persons in your Excellency’s position 
except through the medium of some one known to you, but journalists may be 
excepted from this rule, especially when there exists a community of interest. As I 
consider that my personal advantage is united with the interests of England in the 
present matter, I hasten to render this service to your Excellency. 

Bcshara Takla, the editor of the “ Ahratn,” recently arrived at Constantinople, 
aud has been received with the highest possible marks of* regard and honour; as it is 
believed here that it is the policy of the “ Abram ” and its proprietors which will eject 
the English from Egypt. On Thursday, the 3rd June, therefore, Ilis Imperial Majesty 
received Boslmra Takla in secret audience. The interview lasted about two hours. 
Sheikh Aboulhuda acting as interpreter. Takla submitted a statement of his demands, 
which were all granted at once, and he received in addition 1,500/. 

I have learnt for certain that, in the course of the conversation, Takla declared., 
that by means of his relations with the Omdehs and Sheikhs of villages, the Chiefs of 
the Arabs, and the Notables of tho people of Egypt, be would bo able to have drawn 
up a universal Petition complaining of the long’ duration of the British occupation, 
and demanding of the European Powers that England be compelled to evacuate Egypt 
at an early date; stating, moreover, that if this be not done, they will abstain from all 
agriculture and commerce. This document will be forwarded to Constantinople in 
order that, Ilis Majesty the Sultan mav make use of it to support him in his negotia¬ 
tion with tho Powers for demanding the withdrawal of the English from Egypt, aud it 
will he a proof, should they refuse to do so, that they arc themselves responsible for 
the ruin of that country. 

This plan was agreed upon, and on bis return to Egypt Takla will at once, 
commence its execution. 
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I am in possession of information as to other matters which were decided at this 
interview, respecting which I will address your Excellency again when I am as 
convinced of tlioir exactitude as I am of that of the facts above stated. 

Demands of the editor of “El-Ahram” which were conceded at once:— 

The grade of Roumcli Beylcr Boy for Selim Taklo. 

The first class Modjidich for Besliara Takln. 

The Shefakat for Mdmo. B. Takla. 

The grade of Bey for Rcshid Shraeil, correspondent of tho “ Abram.” 

Ditto for Yousouf Scrbous. 

Tho third class Medjidich for Nikola Kibaya, Beshara’s brother-in-law. 

The Fifth Medjidich for M. Barthdlemy, correspondent of the “ Ahram ” at 
Paris. 

A grant of 100/. a-month to the “ Aliram.” 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 5. 

Extract from the “ Bosphore Egyptien" of June 27, 1892. 

Distinctions. —Nous apprenons avec plaisir quo Sa Mnjcstd le Sultan vient do 
confdrer la premiere classc de l'Ordrc du Medjidi6 a Bcchara Bey Takla et Selim Bey 
Takln, Directcurs-Propridtaires du journal “El-Ahram.” 

Lc corrcspondant du mCmo journal au Cairo, Rachid Sluneil, a re<jn cn indme 
temps le litre uc Bey. 


No. 6. 

Lord Cromer to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 15.) 

(No. 111.) 

My Lord, Cairo , July 0.1892, 

AN action for libel was recently brought before the Mixed Court of First Instance 
at Cairo by Dr. Milton, an English surgeon of the Kasr-el-Aini Hospital iu this city, 
against the “ Bosphore Egyptien,” on account of a violent article which that newspaper 
had published on the subject of certain operations lately performed by him. The 
article, though primarily attacking the management of the hospital, which it described 
as a “slaughterhouse,” was really aimed at Dr. Milton as an English physician, aud 
formed part of the general system of abuse of all English officials and institutions in 
Egypt which the “Bosphore Egyptian ” has long practised. 

The trial accordingly excited a certain political interest. It resulted in a judgment 
for the plaintiff, the “ Bosphore ” being ordered to pay 1,000/. damages. The defendants 
intend' appealing, and it is said that if the Court of Appeal confirms the Judgment, 
they will deny the jurisdiction of tho Mixed Courts on the grounds that tho words 
“ diffamatoircs ot injuricuses ” employed in it give the offence imputed to the 
“Bosphoro" a criminal character with which these exclusively Civil Tribunals aro not 
competent to deal. 

I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of tho text of the Judgment.* 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


No. 7. 

Mr. Mitchell-Innes to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 3.) 

(No. 116.) 

My J/ord, Ramleh, July 19, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a Circular note wliich I have 
received from Tigrane Pasha, inclosing a draft Decree by which it is proposed to 
establish Municipal Commissions in the principal provincial towns of Egypt, ns 
mentioned in Article 19. 

• Not printed. 
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On referring to Lord Cromer’s despatch No. 293 of the 16th December, 1891, your 
Lordship will observe that the proposed Commissions will he very similar in their 
constitution to that of Alexandria, and that, as in the former case, provision has been 
made, in Article 2 of the draft Decree, for the representation of foreigners on the 
Commissions. 

Before bringing the Dccreo into operation, it is necessary that the assent of the 
Powers be obtained to Article 21, which provides funds for carrying out the duties 
intrusted to the Municipalities. 

At the same timo the Egyptian Government is desirous that, as in tho case of 
the Municipality of Alexandria, the revenuo and expenditure of the towns named 
should, after tho 1st January, 1893, no longer figure in tho accounts of the Govern¬ 
ment, and I inclose a copy of a second note from Tigranc Pasha, transmitting a draft 
Decree to this effect. 

I havo the honour to ask your Lordship whether I am authorized to give tho 
assent of Her Majesty’s Government to tlieso Decrees. 

I may add that tho drafts wore submitted to Lord Cromer, before his departure on 
leave, and that his Lordship approved of them. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. MITCHELL-INNES. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 7. 

Tigrane Pasha to Mr. Mitchell-Inncs. 

(Circulaire.) 

M. le Gdrant, Alexandria, le 17 Juillet, 1S92. 

PLTJSIEUItS villes dc province, rcconnaissant les- nvantages do l’dtablisscmcnt 
d’uno Commission Municipnle, out demands a Gtre dot&s d’uno institution analoguo 
it cello d’Alexandria. 

D&iroux dc donnor satisfaction t\ co vcou des populations, dans la mesuro du 
possible, lc Gouverncmcnt de Son Altosse a fait proparcr uu projet de Dccrct 
dtablissant dcs Commissions Municipals dans les villes les plus importantes du pays. 

J’ai l’honncur dc vous adresser, ci-jojnt, ii titre d’information, deux oxcmplaircs de 
cc projet reproduisant cn grando partie la loi municipale qul rdgitactucllemcntlaville 
d’Alexandrie. 

Toutcfois, les dispositions contenues it l’Avticlc 21, ct relatives ii la creation do 
nouvellcs taxes ndccssitant 1’adhesion des Puissances, j’ai rccours, M. lc Gi5rant,it votro 
obligeant interm&liaire pour obtenir l’assentiment du Gouvcrnemcnt do Sa Majestd la 
Bcinc ii cet Article. 

Pcrmcttcz-moi <5galemont de vous faire remarquer que les sommes actuelleineut 
consacrdcs aux villes, ou unc Commission Municipale sorait titablic, s'uldvenl i\ 
£ E. 27,000 environ; or, les ressourccs mises par cc Dccrct ii la disposition des 
Municipality qu’il s'agit do order attcigncnt, ainsi que lo ddmoutro lc Tableau 
ci-anuexd, la somme do £ E. (11,000 environ, cn dehors dcs nouvellcs taxes que les villes 
jugeraient ndeessaires do s’imposer. 

Afin de pouvoir tonir compto, on temps opportun, des nouvellcs dispositions it 
prendre dans la preparation do son Budget, lc Gouvernement Khddivial ddsirerait que 
l’assentimont des Puissances lui parvint avant lo 31 Octobre prochain, co qui 
permettrnit d’organibcr lc fonctiouncmeut des Commissions Municipals it partir du 
1" Janvier, 1893. 

Jc me plais it espdrer, M. lo Gdraut, quo lo Gouvernement do Sa Majestd la 
Bcinc voudra bicn npprocicr favorablcracnt les efforts du Gouvernement do Son 
Altosse pour rdpandre dans lo pays lo principe do la gestion directe par les habitants 
dcs intdrdts do lours villes; il cst heureux do pouvoir, cu mOmc temps, donuer aiusi 
aux rdsidents dtraugers un tdmoignage do sa sollieitudo, on lour assurant uuo partici¬ 
pation dans 1’Administration Municipale, alors que lour nombre, dans les provinces, est 
relativement tr&s rostreint. 

J’espbrc quo vous voudrez bicn mo pretcr votro obligeant concours pour obtouir 
on temps utile l'adh&ion du Gouverncmcnt do Sa Majostd la Beino it l’Articlo 
du Ddcret mentioned ci-dcssus, et je saisis, &c. 

(Signd) TIGBANE. 
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Inclosurc 2 in No. 7. 

Projel de De'cret instituant des Commissions Municipals dans diffdrentes Villes de VEyypte. 

NOUS, Khddive d’Egypt e,' 

Sur la proposition do notre Ministre de lTntdrieur et l’avis conforme do notro 
Conseil dcs Ministres; 

Lo Conseil Ldgislatif cntondu; 

Yu 1’asscntiment des Puissances ii 1’Article 21 du present Ddcret; 

Ddcrdtons: 

Tithe I. 

Chapitre I.— Organisation de la Commission Municipalc. 

Article 1". II cst institud pour chacune des villes, cliefs-lieux de Provinces ou 
Gouvcmorats, ddsignds & 1’Article 19 ci-aprds, uno Commission Municipalc dont les 
attributions sont ddtermindes par lc present Ddcret. 

Art. 2. Cette Commission est composde do ncuf membres, comprcnant: 

1. Trois membres nomrads par lo Gouvernemcnt, savoir : 

(a.) Lo Moudir ou le Gouverneur, President. 

{b.j LTnspectcur Sanitairo de la Moudirich ou du Gouvcrnornt. 

(c.) L’Ingdniour du Tanzim de la circonscription. 

2. Six membres dlus dans les formes ot conditions spdeifides au paragraphe 
ci-aprds ainsi qu'aux Articles 3 et suivants du prdsent Ddcret. 

Trois do ces membres dans la ville de Port-Said, deux dans les villes de Tantab, 
Mnnsourah, Zagazig, Suez, ct Damietto, et un do ces membres dans les autres villes, 
seront dlus parmi les sujets de nationality dtrangdro. Cos membres devrout ctro dc 
nationalites diflerentes. 

Les Chefs do l’Administration des Services Sanitaires et du Service Central des 
Yilles ot BiUimcnts ou les agents specialement ddsignds par ccux-ci assisteront do 
droit aux stances de la Commission Municipalc, chaquo fois qu*ils lo jugcront 
ndeessairo: ils auront voix consultative. 


Chapitre II.— Des Elections. 

Art. 8. Nul n’est Eligible s’il n’est dlectcur. 

Sont 61ecteurs toutes les personnos du sexo masculin ftgdes d’au moins 23 ans, 
occupant dans la villo ou sa banlieuo uno habitation ou un local quclconquo d’unc 
valour locative annuelle de £ E. 5 et au-dcssus. 

Art. 4. No sont pas dlecteurs:— 

1. Les condnmntfs aux travaux foreds, il la detention, it l’exil, it l’intordiction des 
droits civiques, oil it ljjntcrnement dans uno locality ddsignde, ainsi quo les coudamnds 
pour vol, escroqucrie, abus do confiance, faux, attentat au mcours ou corruption ; 

2. Ceux qui auront dtd rdvoquds dcs fonctions qu’ils remplissaient au service du 
Gouvernemcnt, soit it la suito d'uno condamnation judiciairc, soit par decision du 
Conseil do Discipline pour manquement aux devoirs, malversation, prevarication ou 
concussion; 

3. Ccux qui sont en 6tat dc faillitc ddclardc, et les interdits. 

Art. 5. No peuvent 6tro dlcctcurs ni membres de la Commission Munioipalc, les 
membres du Corps Consulaire, ot tous fonctionnaircs et employes relevant dos 
Consulats it quolque titi'C que co soit 

Art. 6. Pour les premieres Elections, les operations seront assurdcs par les soins 
d’un ComittS, composd do qtiatro membres, sous la prdsidenco du Moudir ou du 
Gouverneur. 

Ces membres seront nommds par lo Ministre do l’lntdrieur et cboisis parmi les 
Notables do la ville. 

Lc Comitd devra comprcndro au moins un membro de nationality dtrangdre. 

Les raftmes dispositions sont applicable*, en cas do dissolution do la Commission 
Municipalc. 

Art. 7. La liste des dlcctcurs sera dressdc par le Comitd en se conformant nux 
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dispositions dcs Articles 3, 4, et 5 du present Ddcret, et on prenant surtout, pour base, 
la liste nominative foumie par la Moudirieh ou par lo Gouvemorat. 

Art. 8. La liste ainsi dressdo sera affiebdo pendant liuit jours au sidgo dc la 
Moudirieh ou du Gouvemorat. 

Pendant ces liuit jours les intdressds pourront prdsenter au Comite lours reclama¬ 
tions, soitpour fairo inscrire sur la liste les personnes omises.soit pour faire raver cellos 
qui y seraient inddment portdes. 

Aprds co ddlai, aucunc reclamation no sera plus admise. 

Lc Comitd so rdunira alors dans les trois jours, et so prononccra souvcraincmcnt 
sur les reclamations produites. 

La liste modifide, s’il y a lieu, suivant les decisions du Comite, deviendra definitive 
et sera do nouveau affiebdo au sidge do la Moudirieh ou Gouvemorat. 

Art. 9. II sera procedecnsuito aux elections: lo jour, l'heure, ct l’cndroit ddsignda 
it cet efTet seront portds it la connaissancc du public, liuit jours au moins avant les 
elections, par avis insdrd au “ Journal Official ” ct par afficbes it la portc dc la 
Moudirieh ou du Gouvemorat, ct dans tels endroits dc la villo ct dc sa banliouo quo lo 
Moudir ou Gouvcmcur jugcra neccssairo. 

Art. 10. A la reunion des eicctcurs, lo Comite invitera chacun d’eux it prdparer 
un bulletin jportant les noms, prdnoms, ct qunlitds dcs personnes qu’il desire dliro 
comme membres do la Commission Municipale. 

Lo scrutin rcstera ouvert pendant quatre licures it partir du commencement dc la 
rdunion. Les bulletins seront ddposds dans unc urne, on presence du President. Un 
membro du Comite inscrirn sdance tenauto, sur un registre, les noms ct prdnoms dcs 
votants, aprds avoir vdrifid si ccs derniers figurent rdgulidremeut sur la liste dcs 
eiccteure. 

Art 11. A l’cxpiration dcs quatro heures sus-indiqudes lc scrutin sera clos et aucun 
bulletin no sera plus acccpte. 

Les bulletins do vote seront extraits dc l’urne et leur nombro confrontd avee cclui 
dcs votants ; il eu sera dressd uno liste gdndralo reproduite suruu tableau indiquant lo 
nombro de sufTrages obtenus par clmcun des candidats. Les candidats serout classes 
par ordre on commen^ant par celui qui aura eu lo plus dc voix. 

Co tableau sera signd par le President et les membres du Comitd ct annexe au proeds- 
vcrbal de la sdance des elections; les six premiers caudidats y inscrits seront ddclards 
membres de la Commission Municipale, en tenant comptc toutefois dcs dispositions, 
quant it la composition dcs six membres dlus, do 1’nvant-dcrnicr paragraphe de 
1’Article 2 du present Uecret 

S’il y a deux ou plusieurs candidats ayant obtenu un nombro dgal dc voix, il sera 
procdde entro cux it un tirage au sort. 

Le Comite juge seance tenante et cn dernier ressort, de toutes les difficultes qui 
s’dldvent au cours dcs operations des elections. Les decisions sont prises it la majontd 
ct montionndcs dans lc proeds-verbal. 

Art. 12. La liste dcs personnes dlues sera affichdo le lendemain des elections it la 
portc do la Moudirieh ou du Gouvemorat et insdrdo dans lc plus prochain numere du 
** Journal Officicl.” Un excmplairc de ccttc liste sera transmis it chacun dcs eius par 
lo President du Comite. 

Art. 13. La durde du mandat, dcs membres dlus do la Commission Municipale est 
do quatre ans. 

11 sera proeddd tous les deux ans au renouvehement do la moitid do scs membres, 
it rcxceptiou dcs membres uornmds par lc Gouvernomont. 

A la fin do la premidro pdriodc do deux anudes, les membres sortants seront 
ddsignds par lo tirage au sort. 

Le roulement s’dtablira ensuitc par l’expiration du mandat des autres membres it 
la fin do la quatridme anndo. 

Tous les membres sortants peuvent dtro rddlus; ils continuoront h sidger valablc- 
ment jusqu’it lour rcmplaccmcnt cfTcotif. 

Art. 14. En cas do vacanco parmi les membres dlus, il sera preeddd, dans los trois 
mois, it loui’ remplacemcut, par do nouvelles elections particlles. 

Chapitro III.—Dispositions Spfciales. 

Art. 15. Lo Moudir ou lo Gouvorneur est Prdsidcnt do droit do la Commission 
Municipale. 

Lo Yico-Prdsident est dlu au scrutin secret et it la majoritd absoluo dcs voix par 
les mombres do la Commission Municipale. 
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Si au premier et au second tour de scrutin aucuu membro n’a obtenu la majority 
absoluo, il sera procddd ii un troisidmo tour do scrutin et l’dlectiou aura lieu b la majo- 
ritd relative des voix. 

Lo Moudir ou le Gouvcrncur seront, on cas d’absencc, rcmplacds par leur Wdkil 
et au cas d’absence des deux, la Commission Municipalo sera prdsidec par lo Vicc- 
Prdsident ou j\ son ddfaut par le plus ftgd des membres elus. 

Art. 16. Les fonctions dc mcrabro dc la Commission Municipalo sont. gratuites. 
Aucun do ses mombres no peut directcment ou indirectomont 6tre charge d’ontroprises 
ou do fourniturcs municipales, sous peine d’exelusion. 

Art. 17. La Commission Municipalo peut 6tre dissouto par Dccret rendu sur la 
proposition du Ministro do l’lntdriour. 

En cas de dissolution, le Gouvernement fora proedder dans uu ddlai do trois mois, 
it do nouvelles Elections, conformdmcnt aux dispositions do P Article G du present. 
Ddcret. 

Art 18. La circonscription do la ville ot do sa banlieue cst ddtermindc dans uu 
plan arrfitd par notre Ministrc dc l’lntdrieur et ddposd it la Moudirich ou au Gouver- 
norat au si^ge de la Commission Municipalo. 

Art. 19. Les Commissions Municipales organises cn vertu du present Ddcrot 
seront, it partir du 1" Janvier, 1893, dtablies dans les villcs suivnntes: Assiout, Bdni- 
Souef, Bcnha, Chibin-cl-Com, Damanhour, Eamicttc, Guizeli, Mansourab, Medinet- 
Fayoum, Minia, Port-Said, Suez, Tautah, Zagazig. 


Titre II. 

Chapitre I .—Attributions de la Commission Municipals. 

Art. 20. La Commission Municipale ddlibdrc sur toutes les questions qui intd- 
rcssent l’ddilitd dc la ville. 

Tous projets de construction, de grosses rdparntions, de ddmolitions, et en gdndrnl 
de tous travaux it entreprendro par des particulars, doivent fitre prdalabloment soumis 
it la Commission Municipale qui les trausmet avee son avis au Miuistdre dc 
l’Intdrieur. 

La Commission Municipale ddsignem un do ses membres pour faire partio du 
Conseil du Tanzim, en plus des membres composant ce Conseil en vertu dc l’Article 2 
du Rdglcmont du 8 Septembrc, 1889; les propositions dont il est fait mention aux 
pangraplies 5 ct 7 do l’Article 4 du dit lldglcmcnt, seront adressdes au Prdsident de la 
Commission Municipale. 

Art. 21. La Commission Municipale ddlibdre dgalcmcnt sur le budget des rccottes 
et des ddpenses de la ville, mais ello no peut erder sous uno forme quelconquo des taxes 
nouvelles, ni apporter des modifications aux taxes cxisluntes; toutofois ello peut faire 
toutc proposition tendant: 

1. A l’dtablissemont d’uue taxo n’excddnnt pas 2 pour cent sur la valour locative 
des propridtds bit ties, payable par les locataires ou occupants des locaux; 

2. A la creation d’autres nouvelles taxes ; 

3. A l’ouvcrture d’emprunts dont la totality no pourra jamais ddpasser un montant 
dgul it cinq fois le rovenu do la villo ct en indiquant. l’emploi proposd. 

11 appartiendra au Conseil des Ministres cxclusivement de statuor sur ses pro¬ 
positions. 

La meeuro proposdc sera rendu cxdcutoirc par decision du Conseil, mais si olio cst 
contrairc au texte iorrael des Traitds olle no deviondra exdcutoiro qu’avcc l’assontiracnt 
des Puissances. 

Toutofois cet assentiment no sera pas ndeessaire : 

1. Pour la taxe n’excddant pas 2 pour ceut sur la valeur locative dos propridtds 
bftties, payable par les locataires ou occupants des locaux; 

2. Pour les taxes sur les matures suivantes ct autres cxclusivement affeetdes aux 
rovenus de la ville ot ayant un caractdrc purement municipal; voiric (tanzim), dgouts, 
]>oids publics, foires, marchds, abattage, entre])6ts publics, pompos fundbres, cime- 
tidres, occupation de la voie publique, voiturcs publiques et privdes, droit do 
stationnement, balayage, arrosage, dclairagc, hdtcls, clubs, cercles, maisons mcubldes, 
oafds-conccrts, cafe's, cabarets, concerts, bals, tlidfttres, joux et fdtes publiques, maisons 
de toldranco, omnibus, tramways, cliarrois, cbions, bdtes dc somme, dc scllc et do 
trait, &c. 


— 
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Chapitro II .—Exercicc des Attributions do la Commission Municipals. 

Art. 22. La Commission Municipal© s’assemblera en session ordinaire au moins 
deux fois par mois. 

Les questions sur lcsquelles la Commission est appelde t\ ddlibdrer seront portdes ii 
l’ordre du jour et il no pourra Gtre ddlibdrd sur aucune autre question tant quo l’ordro 
du jour no sera pas dpuisd. 

La Commission Municipalc s’assemblera on stance extraordinaire, toutes les fois 
que le President le croira ndeessaire ou quo trois de ses membres en feront la demaudo 
par ccrit. 

Dans les sessions extraordinaires la Commission no pourra s’oeeuper que dcs 
questions pour lcsquelles cllo a dtd convoqudc. 

Lc public n’est pas admis aux stances do la Commission Municipalc. 

Art. 23. Les deliberations do la Commission Municipalc sont soumiscs, dans le 
ddlai dc cinq jours, au Minislrc do l’lntdriour et no dovieunent cxdcutoires qu’aprds 
avoir rc^u son approbation. 

Art. 2-1. La Commission Municipalc no peut ddlibdrer valablemcnt qu’autant que 
six do sos membres assistent it la s6ancc et prennent part au vote. 

Si ce nombre n’est pas atteint, le President procede ii uno autre convocation. 

A cetto seconde reunion, la presence dc quatro membres suffira pour deiibercr. 

Art. 25. Les deliberations sont prises b la majorito des voix dcs membres 
presents. 

En cas do partage, la voix du President cst preponderanto. 

Art. 20. Les Lois, Ddcrets, Itdglements, ou Arrfitds Ministdricls no peuvent faire 
l’objet do deliberations dc la part do la Commission Municipalc; ils sont applicables 
puvement et simplemont. 

Art. 27. Los membres de la Commission Municipalc no peuvent prendre part it 
dcs deliberations relatives aux affaires dans lcsquelles ils out un intdret, soit en leur 
nom personnel, soit comme mandaiairc. 

Art. 2S. Lc President soul roprdsentc la Commission Municipalc dans tous les actcs 
qui la concernent. 

Il ost cliargd, sous lc contrdlo de la Commission Municipal© et la surveillance du 
Ministdro do l’lntdrieur, de la gestion dcs revenus et do la direction des services do la 
ville. 

En so conformant aux formes ct Rdglemonts dtablis, il doit, sous lo control© du 
Minister© des Finances, assurer au moyon des agents do la Moudirich ou du Gouver- 
norat, la perception des reccttcs inscritcs au Budget, ot faire executor par les agents 
du Gouvomcmcnt toutes les decisions relatives aux ddpenscs budgdtaircs dOmcnt 
autorisdes. 

Art. 29. Toute infraction ou contravention aux Arrdtds du President, rondus en 
conformitd dcs deliberations de la Commission Municipale, et approuvds par le Ministre 
do l’lntdricur, entratnera les peines de simple police prevucs par lo Code Pdnal 
Indigdno ct le Code Pdnal Mixtc. 

Art. 30. Tout membre dc la Commission Municipal© qui, sans motif ldgitimc, 
aura manqud it trois convocations consdcutivcs, sera considdrd comme ddmissionnaire. 

Art. 31. La police reldve uniquement du Gouvcrncmcut. La Commission 
Municipal© no peut, en aucun cas, s’immiscer daus les mesurcs prcscritcs par la 
polico. 

Tithe III. 

Budget ct Comptabiiite dc la Commission Municipalc. 

Art. 32. Avant le 15 Novombre de chaque annde, la Commissiou Municipal© vote 
lo projet du Budget de3 recettes et dcs ddpenses, par ebapitres et articles, pour 
l'Excreico de l’anndo suivauto. 

Pour dtro ddtlnitif ct applicable, co projet doit Ctro revetu dc la sanction du 
Ministre de l’lntdriour, lequel pourra y introduiro les modifications qu’il croira 
ndeessaires. 

L’dtut dcs prdvisions budgdtaircs est dtabli j>our uno pdriodo do douze nmis, 
eommeni;ant lo 1" Janvier et finissaut lo 31 Ddccmbro de chaquo anndo. 

Art. 33. Les ressources des recettes budgdtaircs sont los suivautes :— 

1. Les reeottes des octrois ct do l’nbatago; 
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2. Les droits do “ tanzim " et do voirie; 

3. Lo produit do la vente dcs cxcddcnts du tanzim ; 

4. Les droits sanitaires; 

6. La moitid du produit brut do l’impdt sur la propridtd biltie, dans la cireonscrip- 
tion do la villo et sa banlicuc; 

6. Taxo n’excddant pas 2 pour cent sur la valour locative dos propridtds bAties 
payable par les occupants ou locataires des locaux; 

7. Autres recettcs diimcnt autorisdes. 

Art. 34. Les ddpcnscs budgdtaires auxqucllos il doit dtre pourvu au moyen dcs 
ressourccs spdeifides a 1’Artiolo prdeddent, sont les suivantos: 

Assainissement, nrrosage, balayage, eau, del ai rage, tanzim, ct travaux publics, 
pavage, entretien, ameliorations et embcllisscment do la villo, frais de perception ct 
d’ndministration, &c. 

Si la Commission no vote pas les ddpenses obligatoires sus-dnonedos ou no vote 
quo des sonnnes insuffisantes pour assurer le service, las allocations ndcessaircs seront 
inscritcs d’office nu budget do la villo par lc Ministre de l’lntdrieur. 

Art. 35. Aueune ddpense non prdvue au Budget nc pourra dtre faite sans une 
autorisation spdeiale du Ministre de l’lntdrieur. 

En cas do travaux non prdvus avant un caraetdro d’urgencc, ou dc mesurcs 
exccptionnelles intdressant la santd pu clique, si la Commission Municipalc no proud 
pas les dispositions ndcessaircs pour leur oxdcution, lc Ministre de l’lntdrieur pout y 


fairo proedder d’ofllce et inscrirc la ddpense au Budget do la villo. 

Art. 30. Les recettcs ct les ddponscs sont inscritcs sur un registre spdeial tenu i\ 
la Moudirieli ou au Gouvemorat, conformdmcnt aux prescriptions dtablies pour la 
comptabilitd do l’Etat. 

Dans le courant du premier mois do chaquc trimestre les comptes avec les 
ddvcloppcments ct les explications ndcessaircs, sont sounds i\ la Commission 
Municipalc. 

Ces comptes sont ensuite transmis pour leur vdrification ii la comptabilitd 
gdndralc dc l’Rtat. 

Art. 37. Nos Ministrcs dc l’lntdrieur, des Finances, et dcs Travaux Publics sont 
chargds, cliacun en ce qui lc conccrnc, do 1’execution du prdsent Ddcrct. 

Fait au Palais dc 


Inclosure 3 in No. 7. 

Tigrane Pasha to Mr. MitchcU-Innos. 

M. le Gdrant, Alexandrie, lc 17 Juillet, 1892. 

A LA suite dc mn communication en date do co jour, par laqucllo j’ai l’honneur 
dc vous entretenir do la erdation de Municipalitds, dans un certain nombre do villes 
d’Egypte, jo viens sollicitcr vos bons ofDccs pour obtenir l’adhdsion du Gouvernement 
de Sa Majcstd la Heine au projet do Ddcrct ci-joint. 

Co projet a pour but de permottre au Gouvernement Kbddivial do nc plus fairo 
figurcr dans ses comptes les recettcs ct ddpeuscs transfdrdes aux Municipalitds, tellcs 
qu’clles figurent aux Articles 33 et 34 dc la Loi les organisant. 

J’ajouterni, M. lo Gdrant, quo cetto disposition est d’aillours analogue il co qui a 
dtd dtabli pour la ville d’Alexandrie, aux terraes do 1'Articlc 7 du Ddcrct en date du 
28 Janvier, 1892, ot auquel votre Gouvernement a bicn voulu donner son assenti- 
ment. 

J’oso espdrer, M. lo Gdrant, quo vous sorez bientdt il mdme de me transmettro 
unc rdixmse favorable, et je vous rditdre, &c. 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etrangdres, 
(8ignd) TIGltANE. 
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Iuclosurc 4 in No. 7. 
Draft Decree. 


NOUS, Khedive d’Egypte, 

Vu notre Hdcret en date du , 1892, instituant des Commissions 

Municipales dans les villes qui y sont designees; 

Avec l’assontiment des Puissances Signataires do la Convention de Londrcs du 
17 Mars, 1885; 

Sur la proposition do notre Ministro des Finances et l’avis conformo de nolro 
Conseil des Ministres, 

Ddcrdtons: 

Article 1". Los reoettes et les depenses des villes oil sont institutes les Commissions 
Municipales, ne flgureront plus dans les comptes du Gouverncment, ii partir du 
1" Janvier, 1893. 

Art. 2. Notro Ministrc des Finances est clmrgtS de Pcxdcution du present DiSeret. 
Fait au Palais de 


No. 8. 

Mr. Mitchell-Inncs to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received Auyust 3.) 

(No. 119. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Iiumleh, July 20, 1892. 

WITH reference to Lord Cromer’s telegram No. 13S of tho Gth instant, I have 
the honour to report that M. TcharikolT, tho Russian Acting Agent and Consul- 
General, had an audience of the Khedive a few days ago, and told llis Highness that 
the Russian Government wished to confer a decoration on M. Takla. Ho had, 
M. TcharikolT said, been strongly recommended for a decoration by an influential 
member of tho press nt St. Pctersburgh some time before tho Sultan had conferred 
any honours on him, and the dcsiro expressed by the Russian Government had nothing 
whatever to do with Egyptian politics. Ho then asked whether the bestowal of a 
decoration on M. Takla’ would meet with His Highness’ approval. To this nis 
Highness, who is much annoyed at tho consideration shown to M. Takla by the 
Sultan, replied in the negative. 

This is, I venture to observe, a somewhat curious incident. On tho ono hand, it 
is difficult to inmgino what reason, other tlian political, tho Russian Government 
could have for wishing to decorato the editor of tho “ Abram,” which, though 
extensively read in Egypt, certainly possesses no influence in the outside world. 

On the other hand, did tho Russian Government seriously wish to emphasizo in 
this manner the identity of their policy with that of France, in regard to Egypt, it is 
singular that they should have asked the Khedive's approval of their action, since they 
were under no obligation to do so, and His Highness' opinion with regard to the 
Sultan’s proceedings were not unknown. 

It is, of course, possible that if. TcharikolT was misinformed on this point, and 
expected an answer different from that which he received. 

Referring to Lord Cromer’s despatch No. 108 of tho 28th ultimo, I should 
mention that I have received a further letter from Ibrahim Adhcin, whoso information 
has hitherto been trustworthy, stating that, onM. Takla’s departure from Constantinople 
for Paris about ten days ago, lie received permission from tho Sultan to promise any 
Turkish decorations to French politicians in return for their support of the policy of 
endeavouring to bring about the evacuation of Egypt. 

I have sent a copy of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constan- 
. tinople. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. MITCUELL-INNES. 





Mr. Bax-Ironside to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 3.) 

(No. 123. Confidential.) 

My Lord, JRamleh, July 25, 1892. 

"WITH reference to Mr. Mitchell-Innes' despatch No. 119, Confidential, of the 
20tli instant and to previous correspondence, I have the honour to state that I have 
hoard from a trustworthy source that His Majesty the Sultan lias conferred a high 
class of the Osmanich 6rder on Ahoo Nadnra, a Jew, resident in Paris, editor of an 
Arabic paper called the “ Ahoo Nadarn,” published in Paris in French interests. 

I venture to call your Lordship’s attention to the fact that the bestowal of this 
decoration on M. Ahoo Nadarn, coupled with the course pursued by His Imperial 
Majesty in decorating M. Takla, seems to point out that the Sultan is determined to 
rew ard any editors of Arabic papers who are specially inimical to British interests. 

I hope to be in a position to write more fully to your Lordship on this subject 
shortly. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. 0. 13AX-IRONSIDE. 


No. 10. 

Mr. A. liar din ge to the Marquis of Salisbury.—[Received August 8.) 

(No. 120.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, July 31, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to report that a conflict has arisen between the Egyptian 
Government and the Coptio Patriarch and clergy. The Patriarch is assisted m the 
government of the Church by a Council, of which his Holiness is ex officio President, 
but whose members are elected by tho Coptic laity and confirmed by His Highness 
the Khedivo. This Council has power to make regulations respecting Coptio 
ecclesiastical affairs, which arc recognized and enforced by tho Egyptian Government 
as binding on the Coptio community. 

For some time past the younger and more enlightened Copts have boon desirous of 
raising the standard of education among the clergy, and of giving the laity greater 
control over the endowments of the Coptic Church, which have hitherto been under 
exclusively clerical management, with not entirely satisfactory results. Certain 
reforms tending to give effect to these ideas have recently been passed by the Council, 
hut the Patriarch, supported by tho more conservative members of tho Coptic clergy, 
refuses to execute them on tho ground that they are contrary to the law of God. 
The Council, on the other hand, takes its stand on its legal rights, and calls on the 
Government to force the Patriarch to submit 

Several meetings of the Cabinet have been held to discuss the question. The 
Government lias, it appeal's, no power to depose his Holiness, hut tho Khedivo 
can order him to withdraw to a monastery, and can vest his temporal and adminis¬ 
trative attributes iu a deputy. This courso was urged at a recent meeting of the 
Ministers bv Abdurrahman Pasha ltushdy, the acting Prime Minister, and will 
probably only be resorted to should all efforts to arrange n compromise prove un¬ 
successful. It is thought possible that if it has to be adopted, some disorders may 
take place among the Copts at Assiout and other Christian centres in Upper Egypt, a3 
tho clergy have been endeavouring to excito tho fanatical feelings of tho more 
ignomnt and bigoted elements of the Coptic community, hut I do not anticipate that 
disturbances of any really serious character need he feared. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR II. HARDINGE. 


No. 11. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 8.) 

(No. 127.) 

My Lord, llamleh, July 31, 1S92. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the Report presented to tlio 
Khedive for tho year 1891 by tho Controllers of the Dalra-Sanieh. 
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Your Lordship will observe that the hopes expressed by Mr. Hamilton Lang, in 
the note by him which I had the honour to forward to you about this time last year, 
bare proved well founded, and that the accounts for 1S91 and Estimates for 1892 show, 
not only no deficit, but a surplus. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


No. 12. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Marquis of Salisbury. —(I leceived August 8.) 

My Lord, llamleh, July 31,1892. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copv of the Report addressed to the 
Khedive by Mohammed Pasha Zcki, Minister for Public "Works, on the operations of 
the corvdc for 1891. 

Though his Excellency cannot promise the entire abolition of the corvdo, or oven 
very rapid reductions in tho number of labourers required for it, his Report shows that 
the latter has been steadily diminishing, and is likely to continue to do so. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosurc in No. 12. 

Extract from the “ Journal Off del" of July 30, 1892. 


PlUiSIDENCE DU CoNSEU. DES MlNISTRES. 

Rapport adrtsse' « Son Altesse Ic Khedive par son Excellence le Ministre des Travaux 

Publics. 

Monseigneur, Le Cairo, le 25 Juillel, 1892. 

CONFORMfiMENT nux dispositions du paragraph© 2 do l’Articlo 4- du Ddcret 
du 2 Avril 1888, j’ai I’honneur do soumettre ft votre Altesse un rapport sur les 
operations do la corvdc on 1891. 

Connnc il est ft la haute connaissance do votro Altesse, la corvee n’a dtd appclec 
l’anndo derniftro quo pour 1c gnrdiennngc des digues du Nil durant la pdviode do la 
crue. La totolite des travaux. autrefois cxdeutds par la corvdo dans la Haute- et la 
Bassc-figypte, a dtd faite, soit ft l'entrcprisc, soit on rdgie, par des homines payds ft 
la journde. 

Les Homines ddpensdos l’anndo derniftro dans chaquo province pour les travaux 
qui dtaient, dans le passd, exdcutcs par des recrues non salaridcs, s’dlftvent mix chiffres 
suivants:— 

£ E. m. 

Province tie Kalioubich .. .. .. .. .. 21,SOS 017 

do Chwkieh. 21,779 214 

do Dakahlich.. . .. 20,321 942 

Route* xgricolc* .. .. .. .. 1,326 705 

Provinces de Mcnouticb ct Gharbich .. .. .. .. 47,739 625 

Cuiukl Koddnbab .. .. .. .. ., .. 16,651 796 

Province de Guixeb .. .. .. .. .. .. 9,695 044 

„ dclMMra. 46.601 710 

Uutrof’c de Mvbnllet-cl-Kroir .. .. .. .. .. 6,031 984 

Connux sptcinux : Sahel-Morkos et Kattatbcb .. .. .. 8,680 000 

Province dc Favoum .. .. .. .. .. .. 12,000 000 

„ d'Asnout ,, .. .. .. .. .. 61,360 000 

„ deMinich .. .. .. .. .. .. 26,700 000 

de Bi ni-Souef .. .. .. .. .. 10,260 000 

„ de Kcnclt. . 23,316 700 

„ de Guirguck ,, .. .. .. .. 46,972 776 


Total 


.. 399,245 641 


En ce qui regarde lu corvdo appeldo pendant la cruo, la possihilitd tie l’abolir 
complfttciucnt et de lui substituer un travail salarid a dtd bcaucoup discutdn. 

Je ne me sens pas encore on mesuro dc rccommandor ft votro Altesse do l’abolir 
totalement ct jo douto nifttnc qu’il soit jamais possiblo dc le fairc, car les nouvellcs 
charges, pour lo Trdsor, sentient certainoment fort lounles si co travail devnit dire fait 
ft l’cntreprise. En outro, dtant donudes les circonstances spdciales de la question qui 
[770] E 
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nous occupo, je rogardo commo plus que douteux quo nous puissions jamais obtonir 
un travail aussi bicn fait it l’cntroprise quo par la corvee. II est dur pour les paysans, 
il est vrai, d'avoir it quitter lours chaumteres et lours champs pendant un certain 
nombro do jours do l’anndo, mais c’cst lit uno riguour quo la population d’Egypte a & 
supporter tout commo cellos qui, on Ettrope, habitant des contrdcs sujettes aux 

inondations, telles que la Hollande, l'ltalic, &c. La population agricole do cos 

pays est, en effet, invariablement appclfo it la garde des digues lors des crucs 
dangcreusca. Jo mo borncrai, en consequence, it faire tous mes efforts pour diminucr 
autant quo possible lc nombro d’hommes appelds cheque anndc it la corvee, ct do 
veiller it co qu’il no soit mis dc gardiens qu’aux ondroits menaces par lc fleuve ot aux 
points qui exigent unc vigilance et uno attention toutc spdcialc. C’cst ce que, 
d’aillcurs, les Inspecteurs d’fnrigation ont ddjit cssayd de faire ces dcrniiircs ann^es, ot 
le total dos hommes appelds it la corvde a etc ainsi r<$duit chaquc annde, quoiou’il no 
lc soit pas encore dans uno bion largo mesure; on 1890, par exemple, lc nombro des 
corvdablcs demandds pour 100 jours dtait dc 48,488, tend is qu’il n’a 6bG, en 1891, que 
de 44,902. 

Le Tableau suivant indiquo le nombro d’homracs appeliSs it la corvdo on 1891 
pour chaquc province, ct lc temps pendant lcquel ils ont etc employes:— 


Province*. 



Corvfables 

nppcles. 

Jours 
dc Travail. 

Nombro 
d'Hommcs pour 

100 Jours. 

Knlioubicb .. .. 



6,460 

72 

3,938 

Ckurkich .. .. 



2,988 

72 

2,151 

Dnkahlicb .. .. 




72 

0,985 

Menoafieh .. 



8,SI 8 

73 

6,437 

Gnrbieh, 1“ district .. 



4,885 

73 

3,566 

2* „ 

Ri'li6m .. .. 



3,450 

73 

2,518 



3,365 

60 

2,019 

Guixeh ,, 



2,904 

60 

1,742 

Bcni-Soacf .. 



3,000 

64 

1,920 

Pnyourn 



635 

91 

578 

limich .. ,. 




77 

3.850 

Asjiout .. 



6,000 

00 

3,600 

Guirfiuch .. 



5,911 

53 

3.133 

Kinch ct Frontii'ros .. 



5,050 

50 

2,525 

Totaux ,. 

•• 

•• 

66,717 


44,902 


L’nmeiioration’progressive des digues du Nil poursuit son cours grnduel, ct do 
nouveaux <Spis sont dtablis pour proteger les points contro lcsquols lo couraut exerco 
une action aangcrcusc. 

Mais l’exdcution do ces travaux dcraande du temps et de l’argcnt, aussi no puis-jo 
promettro it votre Altesse uno gmndo reduction dans lo nombro d’hommes qui seront 
nppetes it la corvee pendant quelques anuses encore. 

Tout ce quo jo peux espdrer, e’est unc diminution constanto annuello et, si 
mfimo cettc reduction no pout s’elTcctuer sur une bien grande dchello daus uno 
nnn6e quelconque, olio n’en constituent pas moins un pas vers lo progtes si nous 
nSussissons. 

J’ai, &c. 

(Sign6) MOHAMED ZfiKI. 


No. 13. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. A. llanlinge. 

(No. 117.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 9, 1892. 

HER Majesty’s Government assent to the terms of the draft Decree inclosed in 
Mr. Mitohcll-lnnea’ despatch No. 116 of the 19th ultimo, by which it is proposed to 
establish Municipal Commissions in tho chief provincial towns of Egypt, ns well as to 
the Decree providing that after the 1st January, 1898, tho revenue and expenditure of 
the towns named should no longer appear in tho Government accounts. 

You arc authorized to inform the Egyptian Government accordingly. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 
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No. Id. 

Mr. A. Ilardinge to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 1G.) 

(No. 144.) 

(Telegraphic/) P. Ramleh, August 10,1892. 

A TELEGRAM received here from Reuter’s Agency nnnounccs that Sir Colin 
Scott MoncricfFhns been appointed Under Secretary of State for Scotland. If this news 
is official, Sir Colin should telegraph to llis Highness the Khedive resigning his appoint¬ 
ment under the Egyptian Government, in order that Mr. Garstin may he at once 
appointed before the French have time to raise objections. 


No. 15. 

Mr. A. Hardingc to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 17.) 

(No. 130. Secret.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, August 7,1892. 

WITH reference to Sir Evelyn Paring’s despatch No. 10S of the 28th .Tunc last, 
T have the honour to report that Selim Eficndi Ilamawi, editor of “ El Falah,” a 
violent native paper published at Cairo, left Egypt on the 3rd instant for Constan¬ 
tinople. He has been recommended by the French and Russian Agencies here to 
M. Gambon and M. NYlidofF, and is taking letters from Moukhtar Pasha to the Grand 
Vizier and to an official at the Palace named Hadji Ali. He hopes to havo an 
audience of the Sultan, and to obtain a decoration, and a sum of money to carry on 
liis anti-English propaganda in Egypt. 

“El Falah” is an insignificant paper with a very slight circulation. Till lately 
it could always be suppressed without occasioning any diplomatic trouble, as Selim 
EfTcndi, who is a Syrian by race, is merely a local subject. It was, in fact, stopped 
for a time a few months ago,but it has now reappeared under the nominal proprietor¬ 
ship and editorship of Selim EITcndi’s brother, who enjoys Russian protection. 

The violent attacks which he publishes against England must not be taken as 
indicating Selim Etfendi’s personal views. Ho is not i*eally hostile to Her Majesty’s 
or to any other Government, but the paper is a purely financial speculation, and lie 
fancies that, its present tone tends to increase its circulation. It enables him, more¬ 
over, to obtain a small subsidy from Moukhtar Pasha; lie is, however, at the same 
time in tho employ of the Egyptian Secret Police, and although his primary object in 
visiting Constantinople is doubtless to procure money from tho Sultan, and, if 
possible, a decoration which lie could use as an advertisement, ho also proposes to 
acquire information for which the Egyptian Government may find it worth their 
while to pay him. Ho hopes, by posing as an enemy of England, to learn the present 
stato of tho Sultan’s mind, as well as the views prevalent at tho French and Russian 
Embassies with regard to the Egyptian question, and also to be ablo to supply the 
Egyptian Government with tho names of a number of Egyptians with whom Yildiz 
Kiosk is holived to carry on a private correspondence behind the back of Moukhtar 
Pasha. Although, therefore, it would not be desirable that ho should receive a 
decoration, as this, following on the honours given the Taklas, would afford a fresh 
stimulus to the virulence of the native press, it might obviously be rather advantageous 
than otherwise that ho should bo admitted to the confidence of His Imperial Majesty 
and his Ministers. 

I have telegraphed to Iler Majesty’s Ambassador to inform his Excellency of 
Selim EITcndi’s visit to Constantinople, and of his relations to the Egyptian Secret 
Police, but the matter did not seem to mo important, enough for me to incur tho 
expense of a telegram respecting it to your Lordship. 

I may mention that Bishara Bey 'l'nkla has returned to Egypt, and that his paper 
has increased in violence, accusing Her Majesty’s Government of intending to uproot 
Mahommedanism, and force Christianity on the Egyptians. He has also begun, in 
veiled terms, to attack the Khedive, and I hear that llis Highness will refuse to 
receive him. 

Except for the encouragement which lie continues to give, with rather barren 
results, to the native proas, Moukhtar Pasha has, as far as I can see, been of late 
quite inactive, and has not urged either the Khedive’s visit to Constantinople or any 
change in (he Egyptian Ministry. This unexpected apathy on the Sultan’s part is 
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ascribed hero to His Imperial Majesty’s anxiety about the spread of cbolcra, which is 
believed to preoccupy lua mind to the exclusion of political topics. 

I am sending a copy of this despatch to his Excellency Sir Clare Ford. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


N o. 16. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 17.) 

JJ 

(No. 131.) 

My Lord, Samlch, August 9, 1S92. 

IN continuation of my despatch No. 126 of the 31st ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith a translation of a Khcdivial Ordinance depriving the Coptic 
Patriarch Cyril of the Presidency of the Coptic General Council and of the 
management of the affairs of the Coptic community, and directing the Council to 
proceed to the election of a Patriarchal Vicar. It has been decided uot to order llis 
Holiucss to withdraw to a monastery, as the Government is unwilling, in tho event of 
Ins refusal, to resort to force. 

I have, at the same time, the honour to transmit herewith a translation of an 
Arabic Circular letter which the Patriarch has addressed to me, as well as to ray 
French, Russian, and Italian colleagues, and to Moukhtar Pasha, complaining of the 
action of the Government and invoking our support, together with a copy of my 
answer to it. I understand that the French and Russian Acting Consuts-Gcneral 
intend sending very similar replies, and my Italian colleague will, I feel little doubt, 
do likewise. Moukhtar Pasha mentioned the matter in a recent conversation with the 
Khedive, and appeared quite satisfied with His Highness’ explanations, 

The Patriarch, I am informed, protests not only against the control claimed by 
the Couucil over the Church’s temporal affairs, but against its very existence, and this 
though ho has himself repeatedly recognized and applied the “ Rdglcment” under 
which it exercises its powers, llis quarrel with the Council dates from some time 
hack, but only reached its climax a few weeks ago after that body was renewed by 
fresh elections. His Holiness declined to recognize those elections, or to preside 
at tho meetings of the new Council, and tho intervention of tho Government thus 
became a necessity. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR U. HARDINGE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. i6. 

Khedivial Ordinance transmitted to Council of Ministers, August 1, 1392. 
(Traduction.) 

NOUS avons prig connaissauce do votro lettro du 28 Juillct dernier relative 
it la decision prise par le Couscil des Ministres, dans sa stance tenuo sous notre 
prdsidence, le Jcudi 4 Mohurram, 1310 (28 Juillot, 1892), decision d’aprte laquollo il 
y uurait lieu do faire droit ii la demande presence par lo Conscil-GtSueral des Coptcs 
Orthodoxes it l’effet de relover des fonctions dc President du dit Consoil ct do la 
direction de tout ce qui a trait aux affaires do la communauttS, pour les raisons y 
•imliquues, le Patriarche Amba Kyroullos, ainsi que d’autoriser lo dit Consoil it proetklor 
it 1'elect ion, soumisc it l’npprobation do notro Gouvornement, de son successcur on 
qualite de Vicairo du Patriarcnt ct do Pr&ddent du Consoil prtScitd. 

Nous avons approuve la raise it execution dc In susditc decision do notro Consoil 
des Ministres, ct nous vous adressons, on consequence, la pr6sente Ordonnance pour 
qu’ellc receive la suite qu’cllc comporte. 

(Sign6) 


ABBAS IULMI. 
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Indosuro 2 in No. 16. 

The Patriarch of the Orthodox Coptic Church to Mr. A. Hardinge. 

[Sent alio to tho French, Kuui.vn, and Italian C'onsuli-Qtncral, and Ghaii Moukhtar Paitia-] 
(Translation.) 

I BEG to inform yon that certain of the Coptic community, intriguers, have 
sought to establish a National Assembly from among themselves. When I stated 
to the Khedivial Government in detail the evil which would ensue from this proceeding, 
and the illegality of it by the rules of our Church,—numerous letters and telegrams 
also being dispatched by all the community in Egypt who were subject to our faith 
and its Head, as well as from tho Bishops and clergy—and asked that it should be 
rejected, and that tho Assembly should not be acknowledged, the Government paid no 
attention to my words, and would not listen to the general voice of the community. 
My letters were rojectcd, I was refused audience on the day of the receptions, and 
authorization was given for the election of a body to carry on the affairs of the 
Assembly. As I would not accept this, ordors have been issued in these last two days 
for my removal from the Presidency of the Assembly, and the administration of the 
affairs of the community. This will be 6cen in what the Trench and Arabic papers 
have published on the subject. 

And as I know of no reason for disregarding the complaints of the community, 
and all the clergy of tho faith, or for issuing an order of this nature, injurious ns it is 
to the liberty of religions and creeds, and of their Heads, I beg your Excellency to 
look into this important matter, which is one calculated to ruin the Coptic Church, 
and scatter her sons abroad. 1 have this day addressed the Cousuls-Genernl above 
named in this sense, and I beg that you will take the necessary precautions for my 
protection and that of the clergy and the Church. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) The Patriarch of the Orthodox Copts. 

Alexandria, August 4, 1892. 


Inclosurc 3 in No. 10. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Patriarch of the Orthodox Coptic Church. 

Most Reverend Sir, Ramleh, August 7, 1892. 

I HAVE had the honour to reecivo your Holiness’ letter of the 4th instant, in 
which you complain of the action of the Khedivial Government in depriving you of 
the Presidency of the Orthodox Coptic General Assembly, and ask for my support in 
the matter. 

I deeply regret that any differences such as those which your Holiness describes 
should have arisen in the ancient Christian Church of Egypt, and I should learn with 
sincere satisfaction that some means had been found of adjusting them; but the 
question at issue between your Holiness and the Egyptian Government does not appeav 
to me to be one in which Her Majesty’s Agency and Consulate-General could 
advantageously or properly intervene. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


No. 17. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 18.) 

(No. 145.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Ramleh, August 18, 1892. 

f COMMUNICATED Sir Colin MoncricfT’s appointment by letter to the Minister 
for Public Works, as instructed by your Lordship’s telegram No. 54. His Excellency is 
away, but I had an interview with the Khodivc on the subject, ns His Highness was hurt 
on learning of the appointment for the first time through Reuter. I told Ilia Highness 
that Sir Colin had probably merely intimated his willingness to accept the post should 
[770J F 





the Khedive give him permission to do so, as the question had to be settled at once on 
account of the impending change of Government. 

It would be well if Sir Colin could write in some such sense as this in order to 
soothe His Highness’ susceptibilities. 

The Khedive accepts his resignation, and has appointed Mr. Garstin to succeed 

him. 


No. 18. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 181.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 20,1892. 

THE Turkish Ambassador was good enough to return from Gastcin, before the 
completion of his cure, to attend the reception of the Corps Diplomatique which I 
hold to-day. 

His Excellency had three questions to ask me on behalf of the Sultan:— 

1. With regard to Morocco. Was that a question of importance? 

I replied that, without having as yet studied the matter closely, my impression, 
primd facie , was that it was not. 

2. The Sultan had heard that 11101*0 was some despatch detrimental to the Turkish 
Empire likely to ho soon published in a Blue Book. 

I informed his Excellency that I was aware of no such despatch. 

3. A report had reached the Sultan that Mr. Gladstone was bent on at once taking 
up many grave questions affecting the East, 

In reply, I stated that there was no foundation for this belief, and that 
Mr. Gladstone’s hands were sufficiently full without anything of the sort. 

Before taking leave of me, Rustem Pasha said that ho should have to come to the 
most important question of all—that of Egypt—on another occasion. He thought 
that Lord Salisbury had wished to come to some arrangement, hut that obstacles which 
no longer prevailed had been placed in his way. He hoped it might he reserved for me 
to effect a settlement of the question. 

I informed his Excellency that I could not enter upon any discussion of Egyptian 
affairs so soon after assuming office, and that it would probably he some time before I 
should he sufficiently prepared to do so. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 19. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 22.) 

(No. 133.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, August 12, 1892. 

THE Egyptian War Office informs me that on the 1 Oth ultimo a police post was 
established at Oshid, 54 miles from Suakin, near the road from that place to Berber, and 
that a market will shortly he created there. 

Influential local Sheikhs have promised their assistance, and it is hoped that the 
establishment of the fort and market will extend and popularize Egyptian influence, and 
will afford the Arabs a trade centre which may obviate the necessity of their having to 
go to Berber. 

The news from Omdurman is meagre. The Khalifa is said to persecute the late 
Khalifa’s family, several of whom lie has banished or imprisoned. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR U. HARDINGE. 







Mr. A. Hardiiige to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 22.) 

(No. 131. Confidential.) 

Sly Lord, Ramleh, August I t, 1892. 

WITH reference to Sir Evelyn Baring's despatch No. 108 of tho 28th June, 
I have the honour to report that the weekly letter-hag which arrived last week for tho 
Khedive from Constantinople contained a letter from the Grand Vizier to Moukhtar 
Pasha. Despatches from the Porte for his Excellency are often sent to the Khedive’s 
Agent at Constantinople to ho forwarded in this manner, hut in this ease the letter 
from the Grand Vizier had been sent, cither by accident or design, in an open cover, 
and tho Khedive read its contents. They wero an instruction to pay Bishara Bey 
Takla GOO/, down, and 50/. a-month so long as he continued his present campaign, but 
to cease doing so if bis paper should publish any articles unfriendly to the Ottoman 
Government. These sums arc exactly half those mentioned by Ibrahim Edhcm in his 
letter of the 9th June (inclosed in Sir Evelyn Baring’s above-mentioned despatch), 
and tend, while showing some inaccuracy in detail, to confirm the general drift of his 
statements. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) ARTnUB IT. HARDINGE. 


No. 21. 

Mr. A. Hardiiige to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 22.) 

(No. 135. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Ramleh , August 11, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Khedive has sent orders to the Governor 
of Cairo to cause the anniversary of the Sultan’s accession on tho 31st instant to bo 
celebrated with the usual ceremonies and loyal rejoicings, but to omit the customary 
saluto fired in honour of His Imperial Majesty. Abdurrahman Pasha Rushdy, 
Acting President of tho Council, was to sco 11 is Highness to-day in order to urge on 
him the inexpediency of an alteration likely to irritate and give rise to comments out 
of all proportion to its importance. I have not yet heard the result of his 
Excellency’s representations, but I can hardly doubt their proving successful. 

Tho incident is a trivial one, but significant of the Khedive’s present temper with 
regard to Constantinople, which I hear from other sources is increasingly unfriendly, 
in spito of the circumstance that Moukhtar Pasha’s attitude towards His Highness has, 
ever since the affair of the Firman, been far moro deferential and conciliatory than 
before. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


No. 22. 

The Karl of Rosebery to Mr. A. llardiuge. 

(No. 122.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 21, 1892. 

1 HAVE received your despatch No. 131 of the 9th instant, addressed to my 
predecessor, inclosing a Khodivial Ordinance depriving tho Coptic Patriarch of tho 
Presidency of tho Coptic General Council and of the management of the affairs of tho 
Coptic community. 

I approve of your reply to the letter addressed to you by the Patriarch, 
complaining of the manner in which lie has been treated by the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 
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No. 23. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 182.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 25, 1892. 

THE Turkish Ambassador called on me to-day with referenco to the motion 
placed on the paper of the IIouso of Commons by Sir Charles Dilko respecting tho 
neutralization of Egypt, and handed to me the following Memorandum:— 

“Lc projet de neutrality de l’figyptc attribue ii Sir Charles Dilke dtant attentatoire 
aux droits souverains de notre auguste Maltre, nous ne saurions en -aucunc fa<;on 
l'admettre. Nous sommes persuades d’ailleurs quo lo Comte de Rosebery, fiddle aux 
sentiments d’amitid traditionncls de l’Augloterrc i\ notre <§gard, sentiments partagds 
par Imminent Chef du Cabinet actucl, sc refusera a ysouscrire et voudra bien paralyser 
le3 projets de cettc nature.” 

I repeated what I had said at our interview of the 20th instant, that I was not yet 
in a position to discuss the Egyptian question. Rustem Pasha, however, continued the 
conversation, expressing the hope that the question might bo settled by Her Majesty’s 
present Government, and urging that if an arrangement were concluded it would be a 
great satisfaction to the Sultan, and would much improve our relations with Prance. 
His Excellency also pointed out that England had undertaken engagements with 
regard to Egypt which it was due to her honour to keep. 

I expressed my agreement in this last statement, but observed, in reply, that these 
engagements were two-fold: tirst, to produce a stable state of affairs in Egypt; 
secondly, to evacuato the country when that state of affairs had been established. 
The honour of Great Britain was as much pledged to the one engagement as to the 
other. 

Rustem Pasha said that the state of affairs in Egypt was perfectly stable now, 
and maintained that it would be equally so if the British occupation were brought to 
a close. I rejoined that that was the point which I had to examine, and, as 1 had 
already informed his Excollcucy, I had not'yet had the time. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 24. 

Mr. A. Hardinge lo the Earl of Rosebery. —( Received August 29.) 

(No. 130.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, August 18, 1892. 

MY telegrams to the Marquis of Salisbury Nos. 141 and 115 of the 10th instant 
and of to-day’s date respectively will havo informed your Lordship of my reasons for 
desiring official confirmation of Sir Colin Scott Moncrieff’s reported appointment as 
Her Majesty’s Under-Secretary for Scotland, but it may bo as well that 1 should offer 
a few further explanations more fully than I could do by telegraph. 

When there was a question last winter of Sir Colin’s retirement, and of Mr. 
Gnrslin’s appointment ns Undcr-Sccrctary for Public "Works in his place, it was 
understood that the French Government would suggest M. Barois, a French official 
of high stauding in the Public Works Department, as a rival candidate. It was 
decided at the time that this suggestion should not be entertained, but tho Egyptian 
Government was anxious on tho present occasion to be able to say, in case it were 
repeated, that Mr. Garstin had already been appointed. It was therefore desirable that 
tho post should be already tilled up before any questions could he asked on the subject. 

The Khedive was, moreover, a good deal hurt at learning for the first time of Sir 
Colin Scott Moncrieff’s appointment from a Reuter’s telegram published in the press. 
His Highness is somewhat sensitive about points of form, and it is, I venture to 
think, very desirable that ho should not fancy himself slightingly treated by any of 
tho English officials in his service. I, therefore, whilst communicating by letter Lord 
Salisbury’s message, in obedience to tho instructions contained in his Lordship’s 
telegram No. 54, to the Minister for Public Works, who is at. present at Cairo, thought 
it advisable to see his Highness on the subject, both in order to save time and also 
with a view to allaying the dissatisfaction which I heard ho had expressed at tho 
manner in which tho appointment had licon made. I assured him that no want of 
respect had been intended, and that, oven if Sir Colin had actually accepted tho 
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appointment, which from Lord Salisbury’s telegram I did not believe he had yet done, 
he had, I felt convinced, only accepted’ it provisionally, and subject to his Highuess’ 
permission to resign his present functions in Egypt. It had probably l>een necessary 
that he should give at least a conditional reply immediately, as tho Ministry which 
appointed him was on the point of going out; but the fact that he had requested Lord 
Salisbury to obtain his Highness’ consent through the Ministry of Public Works was 
evidence of his desire to take no final step in the matter without first informing the 
Egyptian Government. 

Tho Khedive appeared satisfied with these explanations, and authorized mo to 
telegraph his acceptance of Sir Colin Scott Moncrioff’s resignation. 

I have since heard that ho has formally sanctioned the appointment of Mr. 
Carstin as Under-Secretary of State for Public Works. Mr. Poster will succeed 
Mr. Garstin as Inspector-General of Irrigation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HAltDINGE. 


No. 25. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received August 29.) 


(No. 133.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, August 22,1S92 

IN the course of conversation this morning respecting the repatriation of Egyptian 
refugees from the former Equatorial Province (referred to in Sir Philip Currie’s 
despatch No. 17 and my Nos. 4 and 6 of the Africa Series), Tigrane Pasha said he 
thought it would bo desirable to take the opportunity of formally reserving the 
territorial rights of Egypt over all those portions of tho Soudan, up to and inclusive 
of Wadelai, which had been occupied and administered by Egyptian authorities before 
the late Mahdi’s insurrection. He did not know the boundaries of the “ Hinterland ” 
claimed by tho Imperial British East Africa Company, but he would wish, in view of 
the extension of that Association’s operations to Uganda, and perhaps even further, to 
record a formal protest against their including any territory which had at any time 
formed part of the Ottoman Empire. He was not prepared to say in what manner 
this protest or reservation should bo formulated; ho merely wished to make it clear 
that the Egyptian Government had not abandoned its claims to the regions annexed 
by Ismail Pasha, and that it regarded them as prior to those of any other State or 
Corporation. Years, perhaps generations, might pass before they could be effectually 
asserted, but they must bo regarded as dormant, not as lapsed. 

I said I saw no likelihood for the present of the extension of tho East Africa 
Company’s territory so far inland that its claims could come into collision with those 
his Excellency had just enunciated, but that it was not for me to dissuade him from 
making any formal reservations which ho considered dcsirablo in the interests of Egypt. 
It was possible, however, that ncr Majesty’s Government might hold, and nught 
think it advisable, if that of Egypt made these formal reservations, to lay down a 
different view, and it might perhaps be better not to raise what after all wus an abstract 
discussion. There was tho question whether a State could properly claim, to the 
exclusion or detriment of others, the ownership of territories in which it could not 
enforco, and had desisted from all attempt at enforcing, its authority. 

Tigrane Pasha said this question had at one time been answered by Lord Salisbury 
in tho negative, but tliat during the negotiations with the Italian Government about 
Kassala his Lordship had come round to a different view, and had admitted and 
maintained the dormnnt prior rights of Egypt to all the regions in the Soudan which 
had at any previous time formed part of her territory. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ‘ ' AltTHUR n. HARDINGE. 


1770] 
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No. 26. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received August 29.) 

(No. 139. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, August 22, 1892. 

I HAVE tlio honour to report that the conflict referred to in my despatches 
No. 126 of the 31st July and No. 131 of the 9th instant between the Egyptian 
Government and the Coptic Patriarch has been brought for the present to a fairly 
satisfactory termination. His Holiness, finding himself unsupported by any of the 
foreign Representatives, has withdrawn his threat to excommunicate any person who 
might act as Patriarchal Yicar, and to bring about a schism in the Coptic Church 
rather than yield, and, on the other hand, Boutros Pasha, Under-Secretary of State for 
Justice, who may bo regarded as the leading representative of the Lay and Progressive? 
party among the Copts, has promised certain concessions, with the details of which 
I need not trouble your Lordship, on behalf of the Coptic General Council. The 
basis of the understanding is that the Patriarch submits to the Khedivial Decree 
depriving him of the management of the Church’s temporal affairs, and acquiesces in 
tho election by the Council of a Patriarchal Vicar, whilst the Council on its side agrees 
that the Patriarchal Vicar to he elected hv it shall he a person acceptable to His 
Holiness. 

I ought, I think, to mention that whilst 1 myself and my French and Italian 
colleagues have absolutely declined to interfere in the matter, M. Charikoff, the Russian 
Acting Agent aud Consul-General, has not been equally passive. Whether in deference 
to Russia’s traditional claim to be the protectress of the Oriental Christians, or to the 
unhistorical view repeatedly expressed in certain Slavophil circles at St. Potersburgh 
and Moscow, in connection with the Ashinoff and Mashkoff expeditions to Abyssinia, 
as to the practical identity of the Orthodox and Coptic Churches, he has endeavoured 
to play the part of a mediator between the Patriarch and the. Egyptian Government. 
He has, indeed, advised nis Holiness, with whom he has had an interview at the 
Russian Consulate at Alexandria, to submit to tho Government, but ho has, at the 
same time, tried to advocate, though without success, both to the Khedive and 
to Tigmne and Boutros Pashas, certain reforms in the Coptic Ri'glcment which 
the Patriarch desired to introduce, lie has also affected surprise that His Holiness 
should have appealed to the Czar’s Representative at the same time and in the 
same manner as to the Representatives of Protestant and Roman Catholic Powers, 
thus appearing to assume, on behalf of Russia, a special interest in tho Coptic 
community, and he has certainly conveyed both to Boutros Pasha and to Moukhtar 
Pasha thc’impression that ho wished to’assort a peculiar right of intervention in tho 
question. This impression is, in my personal opinion, exaggerated, and I believe 
M. CharikofTs action, which, though officious, has been, on tho whole, sensible in itself, 
is to some extent due to tho influence of the Russian Consul at Alexandria, who takes, 
on literary and historical grounds, a strong interest in the Copts. Such as it is, 
however, and whatever its causes, I have thought it right to report it to your 
Lordship. 

I have told the delegates, sent to me by the Patriarch to ask for my advice, that 
the only advice I could give His Holiness was to submit to the Egyptian Government, 
and 1 have stated to Moukhtar Pasha’s Secretary, in reply to a suggestion from his 
Excellency, that I should informally recommend to the Khedive aud to his Ministers tho 
expediency of a compromise with the Patriarch, that I considered that His Holiness 
must first yield unconditional obedience to the law, and that if we, any of us, interfered 
in the matter, which I personally was not inclined to do, it should no to support tho 
Khedive’s authority. The appearance of intervention on the part of foreign Agents, 
however well meant, between the Patriarch and the Government, would, I believe, have 
been misunderstood by His Holiness, and have only tended to make him more 
recalcitrant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR If. HARDINGE. 







23 


No. 27. 

Lord Vivian to the Earl of Rosebery,—(Received August 30.) 

(No. 180.) 

My Lord, Rome, August 25, 1802. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a translation of a note which I have received from 
the Italian Minister for Foreign AITairs, stating that the Civil Governor of the Italian 
possessions in North-cast Africa has complained of raids committed by the Az- 
Schiaraf and Az-Azeri tribes coming from tho Hagar and Tebi mountains to the 
north of Ilahab, on territory bordering on the confines of tho Italian possessions, and 
requesting Iler Majesty’s Government to call the attention of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment to this matter with a view to tho prevention of these raids and to the punishment 
of their authors. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) VIVIAN 


Inelosurc in No. 27. 

Signor Brin to Lord Vivian, 

(Translation.) Ministry for Foreign A ffairs, Rome, August 23, 1892. 

THE ltoyal Ministry for Foreign Affairs has the honour to lay before Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Embassy some information which has reached it from tho Civil 
Governor of the Colony of Eritrea relative to certain raids made by the tribes situated 
on the northern confines of tho Colony. 

The peoples of the Az-Schiaraf and the Az-Azeri have their seat among other 
tribes along the sea to the north of Patent and the Rot Mala, on tho Hagar and Tebi 
mountains to the north of the Halnb, and some portions (of these tribes) have settled 
rather more to the north towards the coast of Achicli and Adobana. 

In the beginning these tribes remained quiet, butabout the beginning of last June, 
hoping to escape punishment, they commenced raiding on this side of Falcat, although 
in their midst, at Achicli, there is an Egyptian Resident, a certain Mohammed Aga, who 
has jurisdiction over Achicli and Bahadur as far as lias Kasar, and has at his 
disposition a certain number of regular soldiers. These raids, some of which were 
of great importance, were pushed ns far ns tho territory of the Belcd-cl-Selich and 
the Az-Temarian until they wore driven back by the warriors of the Uabab (tribe). 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs appeals to the habitual courtesy of the British 
Embassy, and begs that it will be so good ns to bring the above to the knowledge of 
its Government, in order that tho latter may take measures to call the attention of 
the Egyptian Government to tho state of things which is here related, and may 
send orders to tho compotcnt authorities with a view, if possible, to tho prevention of 
the raids to which the above-mentioned tribes liavo become addicted, and also to the 
eventual punishment of the offenders and the restitution of tho stolen flocks. 

Tho Egyptian Government will certainly appreciate the urgent necessity for 
severe orders on this subject, so that the disorders complained of may not become 
more serious, leading to violations of territory and compromising the work of 
civilization initiated in those regions. 

The Royal Ministry will be grateful to Her Majesty's Embassy if it will in duo 
course inform it of the result of its good offices in this matter. 

(Signed) B. BRIN. 


No. 28. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received f -lt tyust 31.) 

(No. 7. Africa.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, August 27, 1892. 

I COMMUNICATED to Tigrnne Pasha the proposal made by Mr. Bentley, 
Acting Secretary to the Imperial British East Africa Company, in the letter a copy 
of which accompanied Sir Thomas Sanderson’s despatch No. 18, Africa, of tho 
13th instant. This proposal, as well as the general question of the repatriat ion of tho 
refugees at present iu Uganda, formed the subject of discussion at tho Council of 
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Ministers held on Thursday, the 25th instant, and it was decided to send the reply 
with which my telegram of yesterday’s date will already have acquainted your 
Lordship. 

Tigranc Pasha has sinco addressed to me an official note embodying the decision 
of the Council, a copy of which I have the honour to forward herewith. Though it 
does not directly mention Mr. Bentley’s proposal that the Egyptian Government 
should bind itself to defray the expenses of the refugees pending a final decision of 
their claims, it amounts of course to a rejection of that proposal, and both Tigrane 
Pasha and tho Einancial Adviser to the Khedive have emphatically declared in 
conversation with mo that the Egyptian Government must decline all responsibility 
with regard to the refugees (excepting always such as were real Egyptians), and could 
give no guarantee of tho kind suggested by Mr. Bentley. It would naturally, in the 
case of bond fide Egyptians, defray the expenses of their maintenance in Uganda, 
pending the arrangements to be made for their conveyance to the coast, ns well ns the 
cost of their repatriation. 

The Egyptian Government has, I believe, been to some extent influenced in its 
decision by the letter from Captain Lugard to which Tigrano Pasha’s note refers. I 
liavo the honour to transmit herewith a copy of this letter, which is addressed, as your 
Lordship will observe, to tho late Khedive, but which reached His present Highness 
littlo more than a week ago. It suggests, in the first place, tho employment of the 
refugees from Equatoria by the East Africa Company, and although I have pointed 
out that subsequent events in Uganda may have modified this possibility, the 
Egyptian Government evidently hopes that some such solution may still prove 
feasible. In the second place it gives their number at over 8,000, a figure which, as 
Tigrano Pasha contends in his note, makes it quite out of the question for .the 
Egypt inn Treasury to attempt to transport them to Egypt. The Egyptian Ministers 
have pointed out to me when I have discussed tho matter with them that the 
mere cost of bringing back the 253 refugees conveyed by Mr. Martin was over 
33,000 rupocs ; that of bringing back 8,000 must therefore presumably be estimated 
on this calculation at not less than 1,050,000 rupees, or nearly 75,000/., and would 
possibly come to a great deal more. “ What* moreover,” they ask, “ are wo to do with 
this vast multitude once it arrives in the Nile Valley ? Mr. Martin’s party is being 
gradually distributed throughout tho provinces, and attempts arc being made with 
varying success to find employment for its members; but even with tliis small 
number there have been difficulties, and several of the females and children have 
already become mendicants or prostitutes. Tho suddeo influx of sovcral thousand 
Soudanese from Equatoria into Egypt would bo obviously a far more serious matter. 
To call it repatriation is a misnomer, for repatriation implies the restoration of exiles 
or refugees to their native country, and in the ease of tho vast majority of the refugees 
now in Uganda, their native country is not Egypt, but one or other of tho Central 
African provinces, which Egypt has reluctantly abandoned, in deference to the views 
of Her Majesty’s Government. Wo cannot therefore restore thorn to their homes, for 
their homes arc under tho rule of tho rebel Prophet of Omdurmau. All we can do is 
to repatriate such of them ns come from districts over which wo hnvo authority, and 
for this wo arc most willing to co-operate with the British East Africa Company.” 

I confess that these arguments of the Egyptian Ministers appeared to me to carry 
great weight. I urged on them, however, in conversation, the substitution of Wady 
Haifa for Assouan or tho First, Cataract as the limit of the region whose inhabitants 
were to bo considered ns bond fide Egyptians. I did so because though Assouan was 
the old boundary' between Egypt proper and the Soudan, the region lying between it 
and Wady Haifa is now to all intents and purposes an integral part of Egypt, so that 
tho argument that the Egyptian Government could net “repatriate” to provinces 
which it had abandoned did not logically apply to it, and also because I thought it 
possible that some natives of that region might be found among the refugees, who 
might wish to return there, and whom it might be cruel to exclude. Both Tigrane 
Pasha and tho Financial Adviser were of opinion that there would prove to bo very 
few, ns tho natives of the country between the first two Cataracts were an unwnrlikc 
race, rarely contributing soldiers to the Egyptian army. Th«v therefore mado no 
objection to tho alteration, which they considered rather strengthened their position. 
I should mention, in this connection, that tho term “Nubians” which occurs in 
Mr. Berkeley’s letter of the 15th Juno to Sir Gerald Portal (inclosed in Sir Philip 
Currie’s despatch to me No. 17, Africa), is applied in Egypt not to the Soudanese 
blacks of whom Mr. Berkeley was probably thinking when he used it, but to tho dark 
brown, so-calicd “Berbcrine ” race of the Nile Valley between Assouan and Dongoln. 
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Selim Hey, who has written to the Khedive by the same mail as Captain Lugard, to 
say that ho would rather re-enter llis Highness’ service than join tliat of the East 
Africa Company, is, I understand, an Egyptian from Egypt proper, from the 
country to the north of Assouan. 

As regards the women belonging to the refugees, the term “ legitimate wives ” 
covers no moro than the maximum four wives allowed to a Mnhommedan by the Sacred 
Law of Islam, and excludes slaves and concubines. 

Your Lordship will observe, in conclusion, that Tigrano Pasha has formulated, 
allxjit in very moderate and general terms, tho reservation of the rights of Egypt over 
her former Equatorial Provinces, to which I had the honour to refer in my despatch 
No. 138 of tho 22nd instant. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 28. 

Tigrane Pasha to Mr. A. Hardinge. 

M. lc Gdrant, Alexandria, lc 27 Aout, 1892. 

A LA suite des entretiens que j’ai eu l'honneur d’avoir avee vous, j’ai saisi do 
nouveau le Conseil des Ministres dc la question des rdf agios provcnnnt des Provinces 
Equatorinles. 

Lc Gouvcmement dc Son Altesse a eu dgalemcnt it examiner uno lettre du 
Capitaine Lugard, datde du 13 Soptembre, 1891, dc Kavalli, avee un post-scriptum du 
20 Janvier, 1892, ct daus laquelle il ovalue lc nombre des rdfugids it 8,200, homines, 
femmes, et enfants. 

L’importanco dc cc cliiffrc interdit au Gouverucmcut Khddivial la pensde dc faire 
entreprendre ft cetto population un trajet oussi long. D’aillcurs, ccs personnes dtant 
etrangfcrcs it Pfigypte, il croit agir plus sagemont cn. les laissant dans lours pays 
d’origine. 

Ndanmoins, on ce qui eoncerne Selim Hey ou tout autre fouclionnairo civil ou 
militairc rdcl foment Egyptian (e’est-it-diru natif des contrdes au nord d’Assouan), ainsi 
que lours femmes fogitimes ct enfants, lc Gouvcmement est tout disposd u pourvoir it 
four rapatriement, Il est, par consequent, trds heureux d’accepter le concours que 
lui olfre “ l’Imporial British East Africa Company,” pour les personnes qui rentrent 
dans la catdgorie sus-indiqude, it l’cxclusion, bien entendu, des concubines, osclaves, ou 
serviteurs. 

Je crois devoir ajouter, M. le Gerant, que, d’aprds la lettre du Capitaine Lugard, 
confmnde par des lettres do Selim Boy, certains ofliciers et soldats des Provinces 
Equatoriales soraiont disposes it entrer au service do la Compagnie, s’ils on obtenaient 
t’autorisation du Gouvcmement dc Son Altesse. Cette autorisation lour est nccordde. 

A cotte occasion, ot on presence des operations quo l’Impcrial British East Africa 
Company poursuit dans le pays d’Uganda, le Gouverncmcnt Kliddivial croit devoir 
prior lc Gouvcmemont dc Sa Majcstd dc vouloir bien faire connaltre it la Compagnie 
quo l’ftgyptc entend rdserver tous ses droits sur les tcrritoircs ayaut formd partic des 
Provinces Equatoriales Egyptiennes. 

Veuilloz, &c. 

(Signd) TIGRANE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 28. 

Captain Lugard to the Khedive of Egypt. 

Your Highness, Kavalli, Central Africa, September 13, 1891. 

THE Imperial British East Africa Company, who now, under Royal Charter, have 
undertaken the government and administration of this part of Africa, as your Highness 
knows, having honoured me with the command of au expedition, having for its object 
the settlement of Uganda and tho neighbouring countries, I came hero in their service, 
and remained in Uganda and the countries around it, in tho execution of the duties 
intrusted to me, for eight months. I heard that Selim Boy and the native officers and 
soldiers under him, who wore formerly part of the Egyptian garrison of the Equatorial 
Province under his Excellency Emin Pasha, had come’ down thence to join Mr. Stanley 
[770] H 












in obedience to your commands expressed in the letter of which Mr. Stanley was the 
bearer. As soon as my most urgent work in Uganda permitted me, I therefore came 
here to inquiro into these circumstances, and whether it was true that Selim Bey and 
his men wore loyal to your Highness, and had done their best to obey tho orders sent 
to them by the hand of Mr. Stanley. 

2. On arrival here I found Selim Boy, with a very largo number of Soudanese— 
officers and men. He told mo that they had never for a day swerved from their 
loyalty to your Highness, and that immediately on the rccoipt of tho orders convoyed 
by Mr. Stanley ho began to collect his men in order to accompany his Governor, 
Emin Pasha, to the coast The troubles in the country, however, and the rebellion of 
Fodel Molnh and others, threw many obstacles in his way, and caused much dolay. 
When ho heard that his Excellency Emin Pasha had decided to go to Egypt and had 
joined Mr. Stanloy, he collected many of his officers, and he and they signed their 
names to a document, which they sent to Mr. Stanloy, saying they were coming with 
all speed and collecting their men. When this letter arrived at Kavalli Mr. Stanley 
was gone. Selim Bey then sent three officers and thirty men to follow Mr. Stanley 
and entreat him to wait for them. He would not do so. Selim Bey thou came here— 
to Kavalli—hut was unable to follow Mr. Stanley furthor, being ignorant of tho road, 
&c. Since then ho has remained here, and more and more men have come down from 
the Equatorial Province and joined him. 

3. I found Selim Boy and his officers apparently most loyal to your Highness and 
to the flag under which*they had served for so mauy years. They assured mo they 
would uphold that flag to the death. Selim Bov will himself write more fully 
concerning these matters, and explain to your Highness the difficulties and troubles 
which he has encountered. I informed Selim Boy of the cordial friendship and 
alliance which happily exists between your Highness and England, and I proposed to 
him that lie should with his men enter the service of the British (if that enlistment 
should meet with the approval of the Directors of the Imperial British East Africa 
Company), and release himself and his men from their present state of destitution and 
trouble. ’ I assured him your Highness would view such an enlistment with approba¬ 
tion. In consequence ho and Ins men have agreed to join the Imperial British East 
Africa Company, but have requested me to write to your nighness to ask your 
permission for the permanent enlistment in the Company’s sendee of such men as may 
nc fit for further employment. I therefore beg your Highness will consent to their 
engagement under the British, and will notify to Selim Boy your permission ns soon as 
may he possiblo. 

Should your Highness be convinced of tho loyalty of these men, I humbly and 
respectfully would remind your Highness on their behnlf of their claims for arrears of 
pay, &c. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. D. LUGAIU). 


P.S. Fort Kampala, Uganda, January 20, 1892. — The Soudanese, their wives, 
families, and slaves, have been safely brought down by Kavalli. At the passage of 
the Semliki ltiver they were all counted, with the following result:— 


Mon .. 

Women 
Girls.. 

Ilov#.. 

Missed 

Total .. .. .. .. .. ., 8.006 


3,065 

1,481 

1.358 

M 


In addition there was an advance party (mostly men) not counted, which brings 
them to alxmt 8,200. Of these, about 070 were Askars (soldiers). Most of these 

C ioplo arc now located in forts which I have built in South Unyoro. Clothing is 
jing issued to them. One company of about 100 Askars I have brought here, 
together with Selim Bey, to Uganda. All are, I think, healthy and contented, and I 
have done the best in my power for them. 


F. D. L. 
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No. 25). 

The EhtI of Rosebery to hfr. A. Hardinge. 

(No. 128.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 2, 1892. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 13G of the 18th ultimo, reporting your 
audicucc with the Khedive in connection with Sir C. Scott MoncrioIT’s resignation of 
his post in the Egyptian service, and T approve the explanations given by you to His 
Highness on the subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 30. 

The Furl of Rosebery to Mr. A. Hardinge. 

(No. 129. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 2, 1892. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 139, Confidential, of the 22nd ultimo, 
reporting the settlement of tho dispute between the Egyptian Government and the 
Coptic Patriarch, and I approve the advice given by you on the subject to tho 
Patriarch’s Delegates, and your observations to Moukhtar Pasha’s Secretary, as reported 
in that despatch. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 31. 

Mr. Howard to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 5.) 

(No. 200. Confidential.) 

My Lord, St. Petersburg/!, September 1, 1892. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 101, Confidential, of the 30th ultimo, I 
have the honour to report that having heard a rumour that M. Joninc, at present 
Russian Minister to Brazil, had been selected to replace Prince Mourousi as Com¬ 
missioner of the Egyptian Public Debt on the latter’s retirement in November, I 
asked M. Chiclikino what truth thero might be iu the report, nis Excellency replied 
that nothing could of course be settled in this regard until the Prince had actually 
resigned, but that M. Joninc had been sounded by Count Kapnist as to his willingness 
to accept this post, and that ho had asked that tho question might be left open until 
after the return of M. de Giers. 

I know hut little of M. Jonino; he is between 55 and 00 years of age, has been 
a long time absent from his present post, and, it is said, is an excellent draftsman, 
aud writes many of the official communique's to tho press, llis wife is a Montenegrin, 
not fluent in any other language, and, I am told, decidedly handsome. 

I have,. &c. 

(Signed) HENRY HOWARD. 


No. 32. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Mr. A. Hardinge. 

(No. 130.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 6, 1892. 

WITH reference to Lord Salisbury’s telegram No. *19 of the 10th Juue last, and 
to previous correspondence on the subject of tho movements of tribes on tho frontier 
between Egypt and tho Italian sphere on tho Red Sea, 1 transmit herewith a copy of 
a despatch from Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Romo in regard to a complaint mado 
by the Italian Government that raids have lately been committed in their territory by 
the Ashraf and Az-Azeri tribes.* 
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I Lave to instruct you to brine the facts stated in the note from the Italian 
Foreign Office to the knowledge of tho Egyptian Government, and to request them to 
causo inquiry to be made into the complaint, with a view to tho adoption of such 
measures as may be advisable for preventing the recurrence of these raids. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 33. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 7.) 

(No. 111.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, August 27, 1SD2. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 136 of the 18th ultimo, I have tho honour 
to report that M. Denaut, the French Acting Agent and Consul-General, has spoken 
to Tigrane Pasha about the recent appointments in the Ministry of Public Works, 
and has expressed surprise at the haste with which they appeared to have been made, 
as well as at tho disregard shown for the claims of M. Barrois. 

Tigrane Pasha replied that the filling up of these appointments was a mere 
matter of form, the arrangements to be made in the event of Sir Coliu Scott MoncricfTs 
retirement having been practically decided when that contingency seemed imminent 
last winter, nis Excellency added that M. Barrois had never been thought of as a 
possible candidate for any post requiring knowledge of irrigation, as his speciality had 
always been supposed to be the “ Tanzirn ” or Sanitary Department of the Ministry of 
Public Works, a Department of which he is actually the head. 

M. Denaut did not press the subject, but I am informed that M. Barrois will 
make a formal protest against the alleged neglect of his claims. Tho French press 
here has so far not taken the matter up. 

A satisfactory result of the promotion among tho officials of the Public Works 
Department consequent upon Sir Colin 8cott MoncrielFs resignation has been tho 
appointment of a native, Ismail Bey Sirri, Director of Works at Girgeli, to the post, 
now vacated by Mr. Foster, of Inspector of the 2nd Circle of Irrigation, which 
includes the three rich and populous western provinces of the delta. It is the first 
time since the organization of the new Irrigation Service that it has been found 
possible to intrust so important a post to a native, and I understand that Mr. Gavstin 
considers Ismail Bey Sirri thoroughly qualified to hold it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) AiratUR II. HARDINGE. 


No. 34. 


Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery .—( Received September 7.) 


(No. 142.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, August 30, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to report that tho settlement of the Coptic ecclesiastical 
conflict described in my despatch No. 139 of tho 22nd instant has fallen through, 
owing to the subsequent action of the Patriarch. Boutros Pasha informs mo that 
His Holiness has attempted to place a fresh construction on tho engagements given by 
him, and he adds that, after long negotiations, ho has come to the conclusion that it is 
quite impossible to treat with the Patriarch, as he makes promises one day, and 
repudiates them, under the influence of fanatical advisers, the next. In spite, therefore, 
of his reluctance to bring about a rupture, which may be attended by disturbances 
among the Coptic population, he has found himself forced to recommend the innne- 
dinto election of a Patriarchal Vicar without reference to His Holiness’ views or 
wishes. The choice of the Coptic Council has fallen on Anastasius, Bishop of Sanabo, 
in Upper Egypt, and will now, without furthor delay, be confirmed by tno Egyptian 
Government. 

I have, &c- 

(Signed) ARTHUR II. HARDINGE. 
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No. 35. 


Mr. A. Hardings to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 14.) 


(No. 145.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, September 5, 1892. 

I HAVE tho honour to report, in continuation of my despatch No. 142 of the 
30th ultimo, that, on learning of the election as Patriarchal Vicar and President of the 


Coptic General Council of Athanasius,* Bishop of Sanabd, tho Patriarch Cyril issued a 
scntcnco of excommunication against him, anu ordered him to be refused admission to 
the Patriarchate and churches. Bishop Athanasius reached Cairo from Upper Egypt a 
few days ago. At Bcni-Souef he was met by the Coptic Bishop of that place, who 
informed him that lie was excommunicated and deprived of his sacerdotal character. 
A great crowd of Copts, about 1,000 in number, awaited his arrival at the railway 
station at Cairo, but precautions had been taken by the police in the expectation of 
disturbances being created by tho rival Coptic factions, and no breach of the public 
peace occurred. As, however, the Patriarch and his advisers continued to stir up their 
partisans to oppose the measures taken by the Government, and attempted to hold a 
meeting at the chief church in Alexandria for the purpose of publicly anathematizing the 
Patriarchal Vicar, the Council of Ministers resolved, on the 1st instant, that his 


Holiness and John, Coptic Archbishop of Alexandria, his principal instigator in his 
resistance to the Khedive’s authority, should be directed to withdraw to their respective 
monasteries, and a Khcdivial order to this effect was drawn up, a French translation of 
which I have the honour to inclose herewith. 

On tho afternoon of the sumo day Mohammed I’aslm Maher, Governor of 
Alexandria, and Colonel Harvey Boy, Chief of Police, proceeded to tho residence of the 
Patriarch and notified to him His Highness’ commands to proceed forthwith to the 
Monastery of Baramous, in the Libyan Desert, of which he had been a monk before his 
elevation to the Patriarchate. His Holiness, with whom were several priests aud 
Bishops, made no protest or resistance. “ I am ready,” he said, “ I bow to the will of 
our lord the Khedive." The Archbishop of Alexandria was at the same time desired 
to withdraw to his Monastery of Ambubola, a place three days’ march to the east of 
Beni-Souef, in the desert lwrdering the Red Sea. The two Prelates left on the morning 
of tho 2nd for their respective destinations. They were each accompanied by an officer 
of polico to prevent demonstrations on their passage, but no violence of any kind was 
used towards them, and orders were given that they should bo treated with all the 
consideration due to their high ecclesiastical rank. 

The Egyptian Government has throughout this unfortunate conflict behaved with 
great patience and forbearance, but when it became evident that its moderation was 
mistaken for weakness, and only emboldened the Patriarch to defy its authority and to 
make reckless appeals to the fanaticism of the ignorant section of the Coptic 
community, it became necessary for it to act with energy. Should his Holiness, as is 

f ossiblc, reconsider his position, and make his submission to the Khedive, there is, 
believe, every desire on the part both of the Government and of the Coptic Council 
to smooth tho way for a reconciliation. 

On hearing of the order for the removal of the Patriarch and Archbishop to their 
monasteries, tho Russian Acting Agent aud Consul-General (who had already had a 
heated discussion with Boutros Pasha on the Coptic question) made an appeal on their 
behalf to Tigrano Pasha. He urged that their departure, or at least, that of the 
Patriarch, might be put off, and hinted at tho possible intervention of the Emperor of 
Russia, on tho ground that the Patriarch was a Grand Cross of the Russian Order of 
St. Anno, and that the Czar was the protector of all the “ Orthodox " Churches of tho 
East. 'Tigrano Pasha replied that there was no connection between the Coptic and 
Russian Churches, but that even if there were, the present question was an internal one 
regarding the Egyptian Government alone, and that he could not admit that the 
possession by an Egyptian of a Russian decoration, however distinguished, placed its 
wearer above the laws of Egypt. On M. Charikoff’s protesting that ho was only 
anxious to bring the conflict to a peaceful termination, his Excellency pointed out thnt 
such a result could only he retarded by foreign interference, and that tho misinterpreta¬ 
tion by the Patriarch of the Russian Agency’s well-meant attempt at mediation was to 
a great extent the cause of the present crisis. 

Moukhtar Pasha has hinted to me in conversation, at an earlier stage of the 


1 Thi» Prelate* oaroo *u incorrectly given as “ AsaUatiui” in my despatch No. 142.—A. II. H. 
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f uestion, tho possibility that tho Sublimo Porto might not be able to ignoro tho 
’atriarch’s appeals to tho Sultan on tho ground that His Imperial Majesty is l>ound, 
by tho terms of tho Ilatti Sherif of GulhantS and of the “Tanziniat,” or later edicts of 
reform, to protect the Christian clergy and communities of his Empire against 
oppression or refusal of justice at the hands of the local Governments, and that it 
might, at least, think it desirable to institute an inquiry into his Holiness’ complaints. 
Ho has not, however, moved in the matter, and I feel convinced that, should he do so, 
the Egyptian Government will firmly, but courteously, doclino to admit any inter¬ 
ference from Constantinople in a question which, according to the Firmans, lies 
within its own exclusive competence. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. 1IARDINGE. 


Inclosure in No. 35. 

Ordonnance Kheduiale adressec a son Excellence le President par intdrim du Conseil des 
Ministres, en date du 10 Sa/ar, 1310 (1*' Septembre, 1892), No. -I. 

CONSIDER ANT que, par notre Ordrc Supdrieur cn date du 8 Moharrem, 1310 
1" Ao&t, (1892), No. 2,1c Patriarchc Amba Kyrillos a dtd rclcvd des fonctions de Prdsi- 
dent du Conseil Gdneral des Coptcs Orthodoxcs et dc la direction do tout co qui a trait 
aux affaires dc la communautd, ot le dit Conseil a dtd autorisd it proedder, sous 
reserves dc l’approbation dc notre Gouverncment, it l’dlcction do son successour en 
qualitd de Vicnirc du Patriarcat ct dc President du Conseil prdcitd; 

Considdrant quo le Conseil a dlu comme Vicaire Amba Athnnassious, Eveque do 
Sanabo (Moudirich d’Assiout), et que cctte Election a dtd approuvdc par notre Ordro 
Supdrieur du 5 Safar, 1310 (29 Juillet, 1892), No. 3 ; 

Considdrant qu’il est dtabli quo le Patriarchc Amba Kyrillos a donnd des instructions 
pour s’opposcr it l’cxdcution do nos ordres; que, par suite do ccs instructions, lo 
Vicaire, rdgulidrement dlu, assistd des Ddldgues du Gouvernemont, s’est vu refuser 
molgrd les miscs en demeure rditdrdes faites au uom du Gouverncment, l’cntrdc des 
locaux du Patriarcat comprenant dgalement l’dgliso ct l’dcolc; 

Considdrant que non seulemcnt le Patriachc s’est ainsi mis cn rebellion contre 
nos ordres, inais encore qu’il a cssayd, par des circulaires et des convocations, do 
soulevcr unc partic de la communautd contrc nos decisions, au risque de troublor la 
paix publique, aidd et secondd dans tons ccs agissements par Amba Youands, 
Archcvfique d’Alexandria; 

Considdrant que, par sa ddlibdrntion cn date du 31 Aoikt, 1892, le Conseil Gdudral 
do la communautd, assistd du Conseil Spiritual, demande que, pour rdtablir rimrmonic 
dans la communautd, le Gouverncment donne l’ordrc au Patriarchc Amba Kyrillos 
de so remlro ii son couvent d’El Paramos, it Harriet Cheliat, ct it l’Archcvcquc 
d’Alexandric, Amba Youauds, dc so rondre au ccuvcnt d’Amba Bola, it Gcbel- 
Echarki; 

Considdrant qu’il est ndccssairc dc mettro lo Conseil Gdndral dc la cojnmunautd 
cn mesure d’excrcer le mandat qui lui est confid par la loi ot do faire cesser un dtat 
dc choses dont la continuation scrait dc nature ii semcr la discordc dans la commit- 
nautd et compromettre la paix publique ; 

Sur la proposition do notre Conseil (les Ministres, 

Nous ordonnons que: 

Le Patriarch© Amba Kyrillos devra sc rondre au couvent do Paramos, oil il est 
tenu do rdsidor, ct l’Amba Youands, Archevdquc d’Aloxandrie, devra so rendre au 
couvent d’Amba Bola, ou il sora dgalement tenu de rdsider. 

Nous vous adressons, en consdquenco, la prdsento Ordonnauce, pour qu’ellc rcyoivc 
la suite qu’elle comporto. 

(Signd) ABBAS HILMI. 
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No. 30. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 14.) 

(No. 146.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, September 5, 1892. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, with reference to your Lordship’s telegram 
No. 55 of tlio 23rd ultimo, and my reply No. 146 of the same day, that the anniversary 
of His Imperial Majesty the Sultan’s accession, on the 31st ultimo, wns celebrated at 
Cairo and Alexandria with the customary salutes and illuminations, the Khedive 
having been induced without difficulty to forego all idea of curtailing the honours 
usually paid on this occasion. I inclose the official account of the banquet given by 
His Highness at ltas-el-Tin Palace, and of his subsequent visit to Mouklitar Pasha’s 
residence. T observed that ho treated Mouklitar Pasha on both occasions with marked 
cordiality and courtesy. 

I am informed that Mouklitar Pasha to-day formally presented to the Khedive 
the insignia of the Grand Cordon of the Osmanich, whose bestowal on His Highness 
by the Sultan I have already had the honour to report in the Treaty Series. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosurc in No. 36. 

Extract from the “ Journal Officiel" of September 3, 1892. 

A L’OCCASION do l’nnniversairo de l’avfaomcnt au triinc do Sa Majcsld 
lmp£rialc le Sultan, Son Altcssc lc KluSdive a donn6, Mercrcdi dernier, au Palais dc 
Ras-el-Tine, un banquet do gala, nuquol ctaieut. convitfs : leurs Altesses les Princes, 
membres dc la famillc Kh&livinlc, son Excellence Ghazi Mouklitar Pacha, leurs Excel¬ 
lences les Ministrcs, les membres du Corps Diplomatique et Consulaire, les fonc- 
tionnaircs du Palais, les Notables d’Aloxandric, et les Chefs dcs divers Services dc 
l'fitat. 

Lo diner, au cours duquel la musiquo partioulidro dc Son Altesso n’a cess<5 de so 
fairo entendre, a 6t<5 servi, ii 7 hourcs et domic du soir, au Palais do Ras-el-Tine. 

Son Altcssc le Khddivc avait: it sa droitc,son Excellence Ghazi Mouklitar Pacha, 
et, it sa gauche, Son Altcssc lo Prince Found Pacha. Faisant lace it Son Altesso, Son 
Altesso lc Prince Hussein Pacha Kamil avait: it sa droite, Son Altcssc lo Prince 
Ibrahim Pacha Ahmed; it sa gauche, Son Altcssc le Prince Ahmed Pacha Kamel. 

En sortant de table, vers 9 hourcs, Son Altcssc lo Khedive, suivi de scs invites, est 
pass6 dans lo grand salon pour assistcr au feu d’artifico tin: devant le Palais, au milieu 
du port, feu d'artiftce a Tissue duquel Son Altesse, accompagnee do Son Altesso lo 
Prince Fouad Pacha, son Aidc-de-camp-en-ohef, et dcs personnes do sa suite, a quittc 
Ras-el-Tine, dont la cour <itait dclair^o a yiorno, pour so rendro au Palais No. 3. Rcqu 
it son nrrivtfo par son Excellence Ghazi Mouklitar Pasha ot lc personnel de sa rnaison, 
Son Altesso le Khedive, apr£s avoir assists au feu d’artiftce tini dans lo jardin du 
Palais, a fait tine apparition au hutl’et, puis, en eompagnie do son Excellence Alxl- 
cl-IIalim Pacha, son Premier Aide-de-camp, est routnS it la villa Khddivialc do 
Raml6. 


No. 37. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 19.) 


(No. 150.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, September 9, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to report, with rcforeuco to Mr. Mitchell Inncs’ despatch 
No. 120 of the 20th July, that the Russian Government has proposed to the Khedive 
tlio appointment of M. Yonine, Russian Minister Plenipotentiary in Brazil, as Prince 
Mourousi’s successor on the Commission of the Debt. 

M. Yonine has had a long and distinguished career in the public service of his 
country, and is said to be regarded with favour by the Czar. Your Lordship may 
remember his mission during Prince Alexander’s reign to Bulgaria. Since the 
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successful insurrection against His late Brazilian Majesty, aud the interruption of 
diplomatic relations lictwccn Brazil and Russia winch followed it, he has been 
unemployed—I lxjlicvo on full pay—and has spent his leisure in literary pursuits. 
Ho is married to a Montenegrin lady. 

My Russian colleague has inferred to mo that tho selection of a diplomatist of 
the high rank of Minister Plenipotentiary as Russian Commissioner of the Debt was 
a proof of tho increased importance attached by his Government to Egyptian a flairs. 
Without denying this conclusion, I think it may also be duo to tho fact that tho 
Russian Government have just renewed diplomatic relations with Brazil, and that 
M. Yoninc may prefer this appointment till some better one is vacant to returning to 
Rio de Janeiro. 

X have 

(Signed) ' ’ ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


No. 38. 

Mr. A. Uardingc to tl\f Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 19.) 

(No. 151.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, September 9, 1892. 

WITH reference to Sir Evelyn Baring’s despatch to the Marquis of Salisbury 
No. 48 of the 9th March last, I have the honour to report that a Khedivial Decree has 
been published appointing M. Jacques de Morgan to be Director-General of the 
Egyptian Museums in succession to M. Grtfbaut. 

M. de Morgan is a comparatively young man, and a distinguished scholar and 
traveller. He is, as his name implies, of British descent, one of his ancestors having 
gone over to France after the abdication of King James II, to whose fortune ho had 
attached himself, and although a patriotic Frenchman, is desirous of cultivating 
cordial relations, without reference to politics, with British officials in Egypt. Ilis 
appointment has, apparently on this account, been attacked in the Chauvinist French 
press here, but, with this exception, will, I believe, be very generally approved. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR U. HARD INGE. 


No. 39. 


Mr. A. Uardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 19.) 

E 

(No. 152. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, September 10, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to report that tho Sultan has caused a telegram to be 
addressed to tho Khedive, informing him that Hi6 Imperial Majesty has conferred the 
Grand Cordon of the Osmanieh upon tho Sheikh El-Bckri, and aduing that this news 
will >io doubt be very agreeable to His Highness. 

The Sheikh El-Bckri is a descendant of the first Caliph Abubekr, and is the Chid 
of the numerous religious orders and “Tarikns,” or subordinate sects, in Egypt, as well 
as of the “ Ashraf," or descendants of the Prophet's family. In both capacities lie is 
naturally much respected by Mahommcdaus, aud besides hereditary authority, enjoys 
a considerable revenue. 

Tho present Sheikh El-Bckri, Said Towfik EfTcudi, only succeeded to his dignity 
last winter, lie is a young man, not yet 30 years of age, and is intelligent, honest, and 
well-meaning, but he has the reputation of being somewhat vain and accessible to 
flattery, and of assuming, on the strength of a rather superficial French education, such 
as is common to many young Egyptians, a knowledge of jiolitics and of the world in 
general, which he is really very far from possessing, lie was believed, before he 
acquired his present position, to be siuccrely devoted to the Khedive, and not 
unfriendly to British policy in Egypt, but ho has now come under the influence of the 
French and Russian Consuls-Gcncml, who have endeavoured to minister to his vanity 
by suggesting the possibility of his playing a great political part in Egyptian affairs, as 
well as under that of Mukhtar l’aslia, who has appealed to him ns a natural leader of 
Mahommcdnn opinion. 






When I visited him, in attendance on Lord Cromer, at the time of the Firman 
incidents, ho expressed open dissatisfaction with the attitude adopted towards the 
Sultan by the Egyptian and British Governments, and he lias since seen a good deal of 
M. de Revcrseaux, who was originally introduced to him by Mukhtar Pasha, and who 
is said to have flattered him by treating him as a kind’of Moslem Cardinal, and 
habitually addressing him ns “ your Eminence.” 

This summer lie paid a visit, to France and England, and was received in London 
both by the Marquis of Salisbury (then still Prime Minister) and by Mr. Gladstone, 
and ho is now returning to Egypt by way of Constantinople, lie has been treated 
with great distinction in the Turkish capital, a banquet having been given in his 
honour by the Grand Vizier, and there can be little doubt that the civilities which 
have been shown him there, culminating in the bestowal on him of one of the highest 
decorations in the Empire, will serve the double purpose of rendering him a zealous 
partisan of Turkish policy at Cairo, and of increasing his prestige and inilucuco among 
the natives of Egypt. 

The Khedive was accordingly far from pleased when ho heard of the honours 
conferred on him by the Sultan, llis Highness proposes, with a view to counteracting 
to some extent their elfcct here, to bestow the Grand Cordon of the Osmanich upon 
tho Cadi of Egypt, the Sheikh Ul-Islam, and a third Cairo Sheikh of high rank, and to 
inform the Sultan in the most courteous terms that he has done so, in order respectfully 
to imitate His Imperial Majesty in honouring the chief dignitaries of the Mahommedan 
religion, lie will at the same time thank the Sultan for the distinction conferred on 
the Sheikh El-Bekri, and express a hope that llis Imperial Majesty will approve of 
his having followed his example in rewarding other Sheikhs of equal eminence. 

I am sending a copy of this despatch to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Con¬ 
stantinople. 

1 have, &o. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. 1IARDIXGE. 


No. 10. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to tlic Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 19.) 

Jj 

(No. 153. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, September 12, 1892. 

SINCE writing my last preceding despatch No. 152, Confidential, of tho 10th 
instant, I have learnt that the telegram announcing to the Khedive the bestowal of 
the Grand Cross of the Osmaniclt on the Sheikh El-Bckri ended with a message from 
the Sultan to the effect that lie regarded llis Highness as his son, and was only 
waiting for his expected visit of homage to Constantinople to confer on him tho 
Nichan Imtiaz, tho highest honour in His Imperial Majesty’s gift. 

The three Sheikhs referred to in my above-mentioned despatch (the Cadi, the 
Mufti, and the Sheikh El-Emlmbi, Chief of the Mosque and University of Kl-Azhar, 
whose functions correspond to those of the Shoikh-ul-Islam at Constantinople) 
received their decorations to-day. It is, I believe, unusual for distinctions of this 
nature—or rather for such high distinctions—to be bestowed on the heads of tho 
Mahommedan hierarchy, and they expressed unbounded gratitude and devotion to 
the Khedive, though the Cadi, who is a Turk sent from Constantinople, was 
naturally more reserved and guarded in his thanks than the two others. As tho 
Sultan lias conferred on the Sheik El-Bekri, besides the Grand Cross of tho Osmanich, 
the high rank of Roumeli Cadiesker (Grand Judgo of European Turkey), tho 
Khedive intends asking tho Sultan to bestow tho same rank on tho Cadi, and that 
of Anadoli Cadiasker (Grand Judge of Asiatic Turkey) on the Mufti and Sheikh El- 
Emlmbi. 

I may add that the Sheikh El-Bekri has just arrived hero from Constantinople. 
I had some conversation with him at the Palace this morning as wo were both 
waiting to sec His Highness. He told me that he had seen tho Marquis of Salisbury, 
and Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, but I find my information that ho 
hud had an interview with Mr. Gladstone was not correct. The Khedive seems to be 
somewhat, annoyed with him, and intended giving him to understand, when he 
received him, that he granted him leave to visit Europe in order that he might take 
the waters and recruit his health, not with a view to his conferring with European 
statesmen, or assuming a political rdle. 
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I am sending 
stantiuople. 


a copy of this despatch to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Con- 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. IIARDINGE. 


No. 41. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Mr. A. Ilardinge. 

(No. 135.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 19, 1892. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 138 of the 22nd ultimo in regard to tho 
wish expressed by the Egyptian Minister of Foreign Affairs, to record, on behalf of 
the Egyptian Government, a formal reservation of their territorial rights over all 
those parts of the Soudan which have at any time boon occupied or administered by 
them up to and inclusive of Wadclai; and I approve of tho language which you held 
to Tigranc Fasha on this subject. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. -42. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 26.) 

(No. 8. Africa.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, September 16, 1S92. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a note which I have received 
from Tigranc Fasha respecting the intended prohibition of the manufacture or sale of 
spirits and distilled liquors at Suakin and in the adjacent territories, in conformity 
with Article XCI, section 2, of the General Act of the Brussels Slavery Conference. 

Your Lordship will observe that the only exception to this prohibition is in tho 
case of spirits destined for the consumption of the European inhabitants of Suakin, 
and that a further “ Arrfitd” will regulate tho conditions of their importation aud salo 
for this purpose. 

There is, I believe, one distillery at Suakin, which is kept by a Greek subject, and 
at which spirits are distilled, for importation into tho Soudan. Tigranc Fasha 
anticipates that exception may be taken to the closing of this distillery by the Greek 
Consular authorities on the ground that tho Greek Government was not a party to the 
Brussels Conference, and that the rights of Greek subjects cannot be modified by its 
decisions; but he intends replying that (he Greek Treaties and Capitulations only 
eutitlo Greeks to claim most-favoured-nation treatment, and that they cannot insist 
on privileges which have been surrendered by other Powers. As, moreover, tho 
Egyptian Government is prepared to give reasonable compensation to the owner of tho 
distillery, his Excellency feels confident that the Greek Government will not resist 
when tho matter is properly put before it, a measure which has commended itself, on 
moral grounds, to the judgment of civilized Europe. 

I have sent a copy of the Decree inclosed iu Tigranc Pasha's note to Her 
Majesty’s Acting Consul at Suakin, and liavo instructed him to co-opcrato with tho 
local authorities in enforcing its provisions in the ease of British subjects. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 42. 

Tigranc Pasha to Mr. A. Ilardinge. 

(Circulaire.) 

M. le Gdrant, Alexandrie, le 15 Septembre, 1892. 

EN conformity du section 2 do Artielo XCI de t’Acte General do la Conference 
do Bruxelles, j’ai l’honucur dc vous adresser ci-joint un excmplairo du Decrot 
KluSdivial portant prohibition et reglementation dc l’ontreo ct do la fabrication des 
boissons distillces ou des spirituoux duns les provinces et territoires dependant do 
l'ftgypte ot situds au delii du 20* degre de latitude uord. 
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En ddictant cos mcsurcs, lc Gouverncment tie Son Altcssc esp^ro contribucr ii la 
moralisation dcs pcuplados de 1’intdrieur do l’Afrique, ct il est houreux do s’associor 
ainsi h I’oeavro poursuivio par les Puissances qui essaient do garantir ccs populations 
coutrc l’influence ndfastc dcs boissons alcooliques. 

Veuillcz, &c. 

(Signd) TIG BANE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 42. 
Decree. 


NOUS, Khddivc d’Egyptc, 

Vu le Clmpitrc VI do 1'Acte Gdndral do la Conference de Bruxelles intervenu 
entre les Puissances it la date du 2 Juillct, 1890; 

Sur l’avis eonforme de notre Conseil dcs Ministres, 

Ddcrdtons: 

Article 1". Dans les provinces ct tcrritoircs dependant de l’figypte, sitings au dcli\ 
du 20' degre de latitude nord, l’entrdo ct la fabrication des boissons distilldes ou don 
spiritueux sont prohibdes. 

Art. 2. Par derogation mix dispositions do I’Articlc precedent, est autorisdo 
l’importation dans la villc de Souakin do spiritueux et. boissons distillees destines 
cxclusivcmcnt it ctrc consommds par la population non indigene de la villc rafime do 
Souakiit. 

Un Arrets pris par notre Ministro de l’lnterieur, d’accord aveo notre Ministro dcs 
Finances, determinant les quantites dont I’introductiou sera permise, ainsi quo lo 
rdgimo et les conditions auxquels ccttc introduction sera soumisc. 

Art. 3. Toulo infraction ou tentative d’in fraction aux dispositions dcs Articles 
prdeddents entraincra la confiscation do la merchandise. 

Art. 4. Lc present Deerct entrera on vigueur six mois aprds la date do sa 
publication dans les journaux otliciels. 

Art. 5. Lc present Deerct sera notifid aux Puissances Signataircs do l’Acto 
Gdndral do la Conference do Bruxelles dans les conditions prevucs aux Articles XCI 
et XCV dc cct Acte. 

Art G. Nos Ministres de l’lntericur, des Finances, ct des Affaires Strangles sont 
charges, cliacun en ec tjui le concerne, do 1’execution du present Ddcrct. 

Fait au Palais de ltas-el-Tine, le 5 Septembre, 1892. 

(Signd) ABBAS HILMI. 

Par lc Khedive: 

Lc President par interim du Couseil des Ministres, 

Ministro dcs Finances, 

(Signe) A. RoUcudt. 

Lc Ministro des Affaires Etraug&res, 

(Signd) TlQRANE. 

Lc Sous-Sccrdtaire d’fttat au Ministero do l’lntdrieur, 

(Signd) Aumed Ciiouciiy. 


No. 13. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 26.) 


(No. 154.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, September 16,1892. 

AS your Lordship will have perceived from my telegram No. 147 of the 13th 
instant, considerable anxiety is felt hero on account of tho unusually high Nile Hood 
of tho present year, and active stops aro being taken by the Egyptian Government to 
guard against accidents. Tho Hood is, 1 hear, expected to be dangerously high every¬ 
where ; but the extent of the danger will depend on tho length of time it takes m 
folliug at Assouan and Wady Haifa. Up to the present the only damage done has 
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been the inundation of a few hundred acres of cultivated land in the Province of 
Kenoh. 

I have the honour to inclose a Report (which has been published in the official 
journal) by the Department of Publio Works, giving details on the subject.* Similar 
Reports will be published every few days, so long as the danger continues to exist. 

In a private letter dated the 14th instant*(the day on which this Report appeared), 
Mr. Foster informed me that the last news was distinctly bad, there having been no 
fall the previous day, though lie did not anticipate so high a level in the Delta as in 
1887. Later news is, however, a good deal more reassuring. 

X have ifcc. 

(Signed) ’ ARTHUR H. HARD1NGE. 


No. 44. 

Mr. A. Hardimje to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received September 26.) 

E 

(No. 156.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, September 17,1592. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Acting Agent and Consul-General for 
Russia has presented to Bishnrn Bey Takla the brevet and insignia of the second class 
of the Imperial Russian Order of St. Stanislas. Your Lordship will see, by referring to 
Mr. Mitchell Innes’ despatch to the Marquis of Salisbury No. 119, Confidential, of the 
20th July, that the Khedive told M. CharikotT that he would prefer that Takla Rey 
should not receive a Russian decoration. 

I asked my Russian colleague if he could tell me on what grounds the editor of 
“El Aliram ” had been selected by the Russian Government for this honour. 

He replied that he was regarded at St. Petersburgh as a writer of merit, and as 
laudably and patriotically devoted to his Sovereign the Sultan ; and lie added that he 
had, though an Ottoman subject, written strongly on the Russian side at the time of 
the Turco-Russian War—a curious illustration, as it seemed to me, of his boasted 
Turkish patriotism and loyalty. 

M. CharikotT went on to say—doubtless knowing me to be aware that his recent 
proposal respecting Takla Rey had been unfavourably received by the Khedive—that 
the Russian Government had long intended to reward him, and that his brevet, 
although only just received, was dated last April, lie did not think M. Koyunder had 
suggested it; events in Egypt were being watched with great interest at St. Peters¬ 
burgh, and Takla Bey’s activity was well known there. Ho had, in fact, been received, 
on the occasion of a recont visit to Russia, by M. de Giers himself. 

It is not unnatural to infer from this statement of M. CharikolT’s that the Russian 
Government’s object in sounding the Khedive about a decoration, already practically 
awarded, was to be able to say that it had given this marked public encouragement to 
the most rabid anti-English writer in the Egyptian native press by the personal wish 
and with the approval of His Highness. If so, this manoeuvre has entirely failed. 

Notwithstanding all the honours lie has received, Takla Bey is, I am told, much 
mortified at the Khedive’s refusal to see him, and, in the liopo of obtaining an audience, 
has of late written a good deal more moderately. 

X have 

(Signed) ‘ ’ ARTHUR II. HARDINGE. 


No. 45. 

Sir A. Paget to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received October 1.) 

(No. 173. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Vienna, September 29, 1892. 

COUNT KALNOKY had the goodness to call upon me late yesterday afternoon, 
and, in the course of the visit, his Excellency informed mo that Baron Calico, who 
had recently arrived in Vienna on a short leave of absence, had had an audience of 
the Sultan before leaving Constantinople, during which His Imperial Majesty had 
spoken to him with much earnestness respecting his desire to come to an under* 

• Not prioted. 


—-- 
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standing with Her Majesty’s Government relative to the withdrawal of the British 
troops from Egypt; dwelling on tho difficulties which their continued presence 
entailed upon lnm as Caliph; and Ilis Majesty had begged Baron Calico to sound him 
(Count Kdlnoky) as to whether he would he disposed to employ his good offices with 
Her Majesty’s Government with a view to induce them to enter into negotiations upon 
this subject. 

Baron Calico, Count Kdlnoky told me, had delivered this message to him the day 
bofore yesterday; and the answer which he had authorized him to give to the Sultan, 
on his return to Constantinople, which will be very shortly, while not amounting to a 
refusal to comply with llis Majesty's wishes, was certainly not calculated to encourage 
much hope that he would be disposed to accede to them just now. 

It was to the effect that, in his (Count Kulnoky’s) opinion, the present would be 
a peculiarly ill-chosen moment for bringing the question before Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment ; that your Lordship had only recently acceded to office, and that you could 
hardly have had time as yet to study it in all its bearings; that it stood to reason 
that into a question of this vast importance it would be impossible for your Lordship 
to enter without full consultation with your colleagues; but that such consultation 
at tho present time of year, when all the members of the Cabinet were dispersed 
in different directions, was a matter of impossibility; that the Sultan might rest 
assured of its being always tho earnest desire of the Imperial Government to facilitate 
an understanding in the matter referred to at the proper moment; but, taking into 
consideration all the circumstances above mentioned, he (Count KiUnoky) felt that 
they would not be rendering Ilis Majesty a service by encouraging him to moot tho 
evacuation question at the present time. 

I thanked Count Kalnoky for this information, and 1 ventured to acquaint his 
Excellency with the substanbe of tho reply which your Lordship had given to Rustem 
Pasha on the same subject, as recorded in your lordship’s despatches to Sir Clare 
Ford Nos. 181 and 182 of the 20th and 25th August (Confidential Print, Egypt, 
Nos. 2031 and 2030, Section 1). 

Count Kiilnoky leaves Vienna to-morrow for Buda-Pesth to attend the Session of 
the Delegations, which, as already reported, opens on the 1st proximo. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. PAGET. 


No. 10. 


Mr. A. Hardinge to the Jftirl of Rosebery.—(Received October 3.) 

(No. 158 ) 

Mv Lord, Romleh, September 23, 1802. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your Lordship’s despatch No. 130 of the 0th 
instant, instructing mo to request the Egyptian Government to inquire into the raids 
by Egyptian Arabs into Italian territory, of which the Italian Minister for Foreign 
Adairs has complained to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Home. 

I could not treat this matter officially, and I hope your Lordship will approvo of 
my having abstained from doing so, as the Egyptian Government lias never recognized 
the Italian position on the Bed Sea coast, ami has always contended that it could not 
admit its legality without a violation of tho Firmans. Last year, when there was a 
question of ollloiallv communicating at Cairo the Anglo-Italian arrangement respecting 
the division of spheres of influence in North-East Africa, Tigrane Pasha pointed out 
that he could only receive such a communication through the Sublime Porte, and 
Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General, with Lord Salisbury's approval, agreed not 
to make it. A few months later bis Excellency objected to answering a note from the 
Italian Agency which referred to the Italian Governor of Massownh, and the matter 
with which it dealt was, by mutual consent, settled verbally. It is, perhaps, on this 
account that Signor Brin has proposed in tho present instance to approach tho 
Egyptian Government through that of Her Majesty rather tlum through tho King of 
Italy’s own regular Representative in Egypt. 

I, therefore, decided to write privately to the Sirdar, as tho official superior of tho 
Governor-General of tho Bod Sea Coast, and urged him to inquire into the alleged 
raids, and to take steps to insure the punishment of the offenders. 

1 have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of Kitchener Pasha’s reply, from 
which your Lordship will perceive that ho will at oueo institute an inquiry into the 
[770] L 
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matter, but that he fears that the want of coincidence between existing political and 
tribal boundaries will make it difficult to insure with absolute certainty the non- 
recurrence of such troubles in the future. 

I would venture to point out that the information given in Signor Brin’s noto is 
a little wanting in precision. lie speaks incidentally of " the restitution of stolen 
flocks,” but lie gives no particulars as to the number of head stolen, the exact place 
where the lifting occurred, or the circumstances under which it took place. It will be 
difficult, with these scanty materials to go on, to bring the offence conclusively home 
to any given Arab tribe within the Egyptian territory, but duo weight will, I feel sure, 
be attached by the Egyptiau authorities engaged in the inquiry to any further evidence 
which those of Erithrea may be prepared to furnish on the subject, either by direct 
unofficial communication to the Acting Governor-General of Suakin, or through the 
channel of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR n HARD INGE. 


Inclosure in No. 1(5. 

General Kitchener to Mr. A. Hardimje. 

Head-quarters, Egyptian Army, War Office, Cairo, 
My dear Hardinge, September 20,1802. 

I 'WILL cause an inquiry to be made at Suakin into the Italian complaints 
against certain sub-sections of the Beni-Amer tribe. I do not think they mean the 
Ashrafs, although the spelling is doubtful. 

I pointed out at the time when the Italian sphere of influence was being discussed 
that if boundaries were laid down without reference to tribal Ixmndaries the result 
would be troubles of this description, as the Arabs arc quite sharp enough to act with 
impunity and create troubles 'between the two Governments by false information in 
order to screen themselves. 

For instance, if the Habab raid the Tcmaviam, being old enemies, they would 
naturally say the Beni-Amer from Egyptian territory had done it; but it appears to 
mo extremely improbable that the Beni-Amer from Akik could mid in the Tcmariam 
country, as they would have to pass through the Habab country to do so. 

I am afraid this will not be the last of similar complaints, owing to the nature of 
the boundary. 

The Italian complaint is extremely vague. Tf they cannot protect their frontier 
from invasion of robbers they must bring absolute proof that the raiders came from 
Egyptian territory. I wonder they did not catch any of the robbers; had they done 
so they would probably have found they were their own people. I am afraid the 
inquiry will not result in much. If our Arabs were there they will certainly 
absolutely deny it. 

Tours sincerely, 

(Signed) 11. H. KITCHENER, 


No. i-7. 

Mr. A. Hardimje to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received October 3.) 

(No. 159.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, September 23, 1892. 

THE Khedive mentioned to mo a few days ago that the Sublime Forte bad been 
asking for explanations respecting the alleged erection by the Egyptian Government 
of fortifications at Akaba. Your Lordship will remember that the recent rearrange¬ 
ment of boundaries between Egypt and the lledjaz transferred to the latter province 
the old Egyptian fort of Akaba. It therefore became necessary to provide accomoda¬ 
tion for the Egyptian frontier guards, and a few hundred pounds aro being spent in 
erecting a small fort for this purpose on the western or Egyptian side of tho 
boundary-line. His Highness said he had explained this to Moukhtar Pasha, who had 
appeared quite satisfied, but he had since learnt that tho question was again to bo 
raised, and ho attributed this to the intrigues of a certain Abuci Solamah-el-Mowiluhi, 
an Arab from Mowiluh, on the cast coast of the Red Sea, who resided for a great part 
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of the year in Egypt as Wakil or Manager of Prince Tlalim Pasha’s estates. Tin's 
man, who is a bankrupt and has a bad moral reputation, is the Khedive says, at 
present at Constantinople, and is trying to earn the Sultan’s favour by constantly 
urging lTis Imperial Majesty to intervene on one pretext or another in Egyptian 
affairs, and by systematically misrepresenting all the measures adopted by the Egyptian 
Government. 

I have reported the above to Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR U. HARD INGE. 


No. 18. 

The Karl of Rosebery to Sir A. Paget. 

(No. 103. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 5, 1802. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 173. Confidential, of the 29th 
ultimo, on the subject of a communication made to you by the Austro-Hungarian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs regarding a request of the Sultan for the good offices of 
tiie Imperial and Royal Government in promoting a settlement of the Egyptian 
question. 

I have to request you to thank Count ICalnoky l’or his friendly communication. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 49. 


The Karl of Rosebery to Mr. A. Ilardinge. 

(No. 142.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 5, 1S92. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 141 of the 27th August on the subject of 
recent changes in the Egyptian Public Works Department. 

Her Majesty’s Government have heard with satisfaction that it has been found 
possible to fill up an important post by the appointment to it. of a native of Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 50. 

Mr. A. Ilardinge to the Karl of Rosebery.—(Received October 10.) 

(No. 163.) 

My Lord, Ramleh, September 30, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a letter which I have 
received from the Sirdar, giving the latest information from the Soudan, and suggesting 
that, in view of tho increased activity in the Slave Trade and importation of gun¬ 
powder, one of Her Majesty’s cruizers should visit the Red Sea Littoral. 

Your Lordship will observe that the two last refugees escaped from Omdurman 
estimate its garrison at 18,000 men, with 25 serviceable guns and a flotilla of 
7 steamers. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 50. 

General Kitchener to Mr. A. Ilardinge. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Cairo, September 29, 1892. 

1 HAVE tho honour to forwnrd herewith summary of tho latest news received 
from Suakiu. I beg to draw your attention to tho report of increased activity iu tho 
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Slave Trade and importation of gunpowder, and I would submit that it appears 
desirable that one of Her Majesty’s cruisers should visit the Red Sea Littoral, as the 
means at the disposition of the Governor of Sunkin are utterly inadequate to guard 
the coast. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. H. KITCHENER, Sirdar. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 50. 

Extracts from Suakin Intelligence Report, dated from 10 th August to 1st September, 1892. 
(Confidential.) 

BIMBASHI A. M. Caulfield, for Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, Intelligence, 
Suakin, writes on the 1st September, 1892 

Local. —Dhows arrive regularly with cargoes of dates, gum, cotton, and grass for 
Government. 

Caravans also bring in gum and ivory; the salt lake at Rowaya is in working 
order, and has dispatched large ship-loads lately. 

Rerbcr. —El Zaki arrived at Berber; lias sent for Nafar Mahmud, who apparently 
does not intend to obey his order to report himself at Berber, although still anxious 
to keep on terms of friendship. Nafar’s influence round about the country near has 
vanished now that it is certain he is deposed. 

It is not settled who succeeds him in Ivokreb. 

The force at Berber is 300 men and 20 horses. 

Ilamod Darabkati, who was sent out from Suakin to bring his brother Nafar 
Mahmud in, was, and still seems, confident of doing so. 

Khartoum. —The two Government kntibs, Ahmed llassan and Motwalli, who 
escaped, state that the manufacture of ammunition by the Greeks and Egyptians 
progresses steadily; (lies are largely used, and the "sale of these is to be prohibited. 
Ahmed llassan has a receipt for 1,100/., signed by the late General Gordon, on 
account of property seized by the Dervishes belonging to his father, Hassan Bey Abd 
El Munim (Rais Maglis Istignaf), Khartoum. 

This receipt is signed in full, and dated the 20th January. 1885. 

They leave for Cairo at once, and intend asking for a pension. 

They state the other Europeans are well treated, and keep shops and cafds. 

The German, Charles Newfeld, is still in confinement. 

They estimate the garrison to be IS,000 men and 25 serviceable guns; the flotilla 
consists of seven steamers. 

Trade Route. —Caravans arrive regularly vii\ Berber and Kokrcb; also by the 
Adarnmab Road, which is under Osman Dignn. They thus avoid Berber altogether. 

The roads are reported to be quiet. Nafar Mahmud levies a tax at Kokrcb. 

Slavery.-rhi Khartoum slavery flourishes, it is reported, on the samo lines as 
before. Dhows are frequently run in the vicinity of Ilalaib. 

A pilgrim, one Isa Hassan, who arrived on the 29th, after being on tho march 
fifty-six days, and bad come by Berber, presented himself for pass to Jeddah for him¬ 
self and his two children, a girl of 8 years and a boy of G years. Tho little girl at once 
stepped forward and denied that he was their father, and stated that they had been 
kidnapped from their village. 

I lsa llassan then stated their parents were at Jeddah. 

Ho lmd undoubtedly stolen them, and meant to offer them for sale in Jeddah. 

He is now under arrest, and charged with Trafficking in Slaves. 

Tho engineer who is in charge of tho Clysma launch, and who returned on 291 h, 
reports dhows constantly running from Yenbo [? Yambo] to Unlaih with tobacco. 


No. 51. 

Mr. A. Hurdinge to the Karl of Rosebery.—(Received October 10.) 

£ 

(No. 1G5. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Ramlc/i, October 2, 1892. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 153, Confidential, of the 12th ultimo, 1 
have the honour to report tliat the Sublime Porte has returned a polite refusal to the 
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Khedive’s application for the bestowal of the rank of Roumeli Cadiasker on the Cadi 
of Egypt, and of Anadoli Cadiasker on the Mufti and the Sheikh of El-Azlmr. The 
reason given by the Forte for not acceding to llis Highness’ request is, that these 
dignities are confined to a strictly limited number of Sheikhs, and that in the case of 
the Sheikh-el-Bekri, the rank of Roumeli Cadiasker was merely given him because 
the “ Nakib-cl-Ashraf,” or chief of the descendants of the Pronhet at Bagdad, had 
already received it, and it seomed only fair to Egypt that a similar distinction should 
be conferred on the Egyptian representative of tho sacred race. The Porte’s com¬ 
munication went on to say that tho Sultan was most anxious to show his appreciation 
of the Khedive’s loyalty and devotion, and, as a mark of His Imperial Majesty’s 
goodwill, had conferred on him “ the Gold Medal for Merit.” 

The Khedive was, I am informed, by no means pleased with this reply, and some 
of his courtiers suggested insisting on the demand made by him on behalf of the 
three Sheikhs, but Tigranc Pasha advised that it should not be pressed, but that orders 
should be given that the rank of Roumeli Cadiasker conferred upon the Sheikh-el- 
Bekri should give the latter no precedence in Egypt over the Cadi, Mufti, and Sheikh 
of El-Azlmr, who are his seniors in the Mahommcdan ecclesiastical hierarchy. This 
suggestion was accepted by His Highness, and the matter will doubtless now ho 
allowed to drop. 

I have reported tho al>ove to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


No. 52. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Vivian. 

(No. 143.) 

My Lord, Foreign O/Jice, October 11, 1892. 

"WITH reference to your Excellency’s despatch No. 180 of the 25th August, I 
transmit herewith copies of a despatch which I addressed to Her Majesty’s Acting 
Agent and Consul-General at Cairo regarding tho complaint of the Italian Govern¬ 
ment of raids made l>v Egyptian Arabs into their territory, and of the reply I have 
received from him.* 

I have to request you to explain to the Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs that 
Mr. Hardinge has not* been able to treat the matter officially, in view of tho fact that 
the Egyptian Government have never recognized the position of Italy on the Rod Sea, 
and have always contended that they could not admit its legality without violating the 
Finnans. 

Your Excellency may, however, inform M. Brin that Mr. Hardinge has brought 
tho matter unofficially under consideration at Cairo, and that ho lias received a promise 
that an inquiry shall bo at once instituted into tho matter. It is, however, feared that 
in view of the imperfect coincidence between the political and tribal boundaries now 
existing, it will always be difficult to maintain harmony on this frontier. 

You should point out that the information given in M. Brin’s note of tho 23rd 
August is somewhat vague in character, adding that 1 shall be glad to transmit any 
further evidence which the administration of tho Italian Red Sea Colony may be able 
to supply, or wlmt may, perhaps, be most convenient, tho Italian authorities may 
prefer to communicate with tho Acting Governor of Sunkin. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 53. 


Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received October 17.) 

(No. 171.) 

My Lord, Ramlelt, October 8, 1892. 

WITH reference to your Lordship's despatch No. 133 of the 15th ultimo and 
my No. 162 of tho 26th, l have the honour to state that M. Gryparis has explained to 
mo the passport question at issue between the Greek Agency here and the Egyptian 
Government. 
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lie says that the difficulties which have long existed as to the right of the Egyptian 
authorities to treat as local subjects persons claimed by the Egyptian Government as 
Rayahs of Greek or other races and by the Greek Agency as Hellenes were settled in 
1890 by an arrangement, which was embodied in a note from tho Egyptian Foreign 
Office to M. Argyropoulos, and which recognized three classes or categories of Hellenic 
subjects:— 

1. Persons (or their descendants) born in Greece, or who settled there previous 
to 1837. 

2. Persons (or their descendants) naturalized as Hellenes previous to the Ottoman 
Nationality Law of 1809. 

3. Persons (or their descendants) so naturalized subsequent to that Law. 

The Egyptian Government made at the time no difficulty about recognizing the 
Hellenic nationality of members of the first two categories. As regards the third, it was 
decided that a list of them should be drawn up by a Grcco-Egyptian Commission, that 
only persons of Greek race should ho included in this list, and that none should figure in 
it who could not produce evidence of Hellenic nationality, in the form of a certificate 
issued, not bv any Consular authority in Egypt, but. by some local authority in the 
Kingdom of Greece. 

What he now complained of was that the Egyptian Government required for members 
of the first two categories the same formalities and the same evidence as for members of 
the third, thereby placing a strained interpretation on the arrangement of 1890, and 
declining to regard ns sufficient proof of birth in Greece or naturalization there before 1869 
passports issued by the Greek Agency or Consulates in Egypt, in which the Greek 
nationality of their possessors was declared. It also required in the case of persons 
claiming to be natives of Greece a distinct statement by the Mayor of their ullcged birth¬ 
place that the bearer was really born there. The certificate from the Mayor must contain 
the word “ ycwijtfeis,” the common expression "in rov ^upiov” being objected to, on the 
ground that it might merely imply a domicile acquired by residepce. All these require¬ 
ments entailed great practical hardship and inconvenience on the numerous Greeks visiting 
Egypt. 

Tigrane Pasha, to whom I spoke on the subject, with a view to arriving, if possible, at 
an amicable arrangement, maintained that the Egyptian Government was justified in 
requiring fuller evidence than passports for persons cluiming to belong to the first two 
categories, for the following reasons:— 

(1.) That the Greek Consulates, both here and in other parts of the Turkish Empire, 
granted passports to persons whom the local authorities knew had not only not been born 
in Greece, or naturalized there previous to 1869, but who had never even been there at 
all. In Egypt such passports had been issued not only to undoubted Greek “Rayahs,” 
but to Copts, Syrians, Armenians, and others, who were thus withdrawn without a shadow 
of right from the jurisdiction of the country in which they lived, and insured practical 
impunity for uny crime they might commit there. 

(2.) This abuse had been so flagrant in the past that, in the Treaty of 1855 between 
Greece and the Sublime Porte, it had been explicitly declared that a Consular passport could 
not be invoked by itself us sufficient evidence of the Hellenic nationality of a Greek claimed 
as a local subject in Turkey, whether such nationality were asserted in virtue of alleged 
birtli or of naturalization. In insisting on further documents, the Egyptian Government 
was merely enforcing a provision which the Greek Government had formally admitted ns 
governing its subjects in all parts of the Empire. 

(3.) As regards the three categories, the Egyptian Government did not insist on the 
same formalities for all. It required, indeed, for all, and it was justified in so doing by the 
Treaty, a certificate from some 1 lcllcnic authority other than the Consul, but when such 
certificate showed that the bearer had been born in Greece or naturalized there previous to 
1809, it did not insist that he must be of Greek race, or figure in a list agreed to by 
common accord between the Greek Consulate and a Representative of the Kgyptiun 
Government. The recognition of the third category at all, a category unknown in Turkey 
proper, was a friendly concession, not a right on which the Greek Agency could insist, and 
the fact that it was guarded by certain conditions and formalities, some of which were 
required by the Treaty in the case of all claimants to Greek nationality, did not empower 
those claimants on the ground that they belonged, or usserted that they belonged, to one of 
the first two categories to decline compliance with any of them. 

His Excellency was willing to deal with this question simultaneously with the various 
other matters calling for settlement between the two Governments, such as, for instance, 
the institution of a Greek Consular Court in Egypt, with power to try serious crimes, 
and with the renewal of a Commercial Convention, but not to treat it separately; and he 
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expressed to me some surprise thnt M. Gryparis should ask for an extension of gracious 
concessions, not warranted by Treaty, at a moment when his own attitude with regard to 
the hashish smuggling and the Tobacco Regulations was so very unconcilintory. To my 
remark that the new Greek Agent had assured me of his earnest resolve, if only the 
vexatious questions with which lie found himself face to face could be disposed of, to do 
all in his power to meet the Egyptian Government half way. Tigranc Pasha replied that 
all the successive Greek Agents with whom he had to deal had made similar professions 
and promises, and that he had learnt by experience how scanty were the results. He 
has however consented, as a mark of personal regard for M. Gryparis, and without yielding 
on the question of principle, to recognize certificates granted by thnt gentleman, but not 
by his subordinate Consuls, as satisfactory proofs of Hellenic nationality, where there is no 
stronger evidence to the contrary. M. Gryparis appeared, when 1 last saw him, to be 
fairly well satisfied with this compromise for the present. 

1 append, tor convenience of reference, the text of the Article of the Treaty of 1855 
between Greece and the Sublime Porte on which Tigranc Pasha relies (Article XXI11 
of the Treaty of Canlidju) :— 

“Lcs Mini sires, Consuls, See., d’uncdes Ilautes Parties . . . nc pourront soustrairc 

publiquement ni sccr^teinent lcs sujets de l’autre it leur uutoritd legitime ni les protc'ger 
par des passeports ou des patentee." It may be urged thnt this does not quite amount 
to saying thut Greek Consular passports are in all cases insufficient evidence of Hellenic 
nationality, but Tigranc Pasha expressly states that he only considers them insufficient in 
cases w here doubt exists ns to the nationality of the pretended Hellene, or where there is 
good reason for believing him to be really an Ottoman subject. In the ease of persons 
known to bo Greek subjects no exceptional passport formalities arc required, nor are they 
differently treated from the members of other nationalities. 

I have See. 

(Signed) ’ ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


No. 54. 

Mr. A. IJardinge to the Earl of Rosebery,—(Received October 17.) 

(No. 173. Secret.) 

My Lord, Ramteh, October 10, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to report that Mustapha Pasha Felimy, Prime Minister and 
Minister of the Interior, returned to Egypt on the 5th instant from Austria, where ho has 
been spending the summer months for the benefit of his health. 

His Excellency’s return coincided with a rumour which was widely circulated and 
believed in Cairo, that a Ministerial crisis was impending, and that a new Government 
would shortly be formed, with Tigranc Paslm as Prime Minister. This report, probably 
due to stories of Tigranc Pasha’s growing influence with the Khedive, gained some credit 
from its being referred to in “ El Mokattam,” an Arabic paper friendly to England, which 
is believed to enjoy a certain amount of Government patronage. It caused a good deal of 
annoyance to Mustapha Pasha, and though I believe it to be quite unfounded, 1 found that 
his Excellency, with whom I had a long conversation this morning, was still somewhat 
disturbed by it. 

He said he hud at first, like myself, attached little importance to what seemed mere 
newspaper and coffee-house gossip, and that lie still regarded the rumours which had been 
spread as to the Khedive’s views and sentiments as absurdly exaggerated; but since his 
recent visit to Cairo, and the conversations lie had had there with influential persons of all 
parties, lie had begun to suspect that His Highness’ attitude towards him had to some 
extent been modified by the influence of Tigranc Pasha, and of the anti-English members 
of the Vicc-Rcgul Household, He did not uccusc Tigranc Pasha of .actually intriguing 
against him, but he had been told thut his Excellency often complained rather openly 
that the other Ministers were puppets, and that he (Tigranc Puslia) was the only member 
of the Council who resisted English dictation and maintained the Khedive’s right to be 
master in his own house; und this language, repeated to His Highness, and re-echoed by 
the courtiers who had the closest access to him, had, he feared, to some extent borne fruit. 
He was informed, too, from a thoroughly trustworthy source, that similar rumours had 
reached Moukhtar Pasha, ami hud rekindled the latter's resolve to work, by every means 
at his disposal, for the downfall of the present Ministry, which he now once more openly 
spoke of as imminent. 










I asked his Excellency if ho had touched on these rumours in conversation cither 
with the Khedive or Tigrane Pasha. He said he had not, and that lie could not well do 
so without seeming to east doubts on the Khedive’s confidence in him or on Tigrane 
Pasha’s loyalty. He had only seen the Khedive for a shoit time on the day of his arrival 
and before he had heard of the rumours, hut he had just had a long conversation with 
Tigrane Pasha, who had abstained from all allusion to them. 

Mustapha Pasha went on to say that (whatever clinngc might have taken place in the 
Khedive’s views) he hnd, lie believed, gained in popularity with what lie called the 
Mussulman, or rather new Mussulman, party, by which 1 understood him to mean the 
large and growing body of respectable Egyptian Maboinmcdans, who combined sincere 
devotion to the precepts and observances ol the Mnhommcdan religion with a desire for 
modern progress, as distinct at once from the bigoted old Mussulman parly, incapable of 
seeing good in anything outside El Islam, and from the Frenchified Pashas, who cared 
nothing for religion, and thought more of advancing their own personal interests than of 
working for the national welfare. This intelligent Mussulman party, he said, was one of 
which men like Tigrane and Mnzloutn* Pashas know little or nothing, and w hose opinions 
found little cclto in the press, hut it was strong in the middle classes, and he believed it 
was with him rather than with the anti-English elements in the Palace ami Government. Till 
the time came when Egypt could stand alone, these men, if they hail to choose, much 
preferred English influence in the Khedive’s Councils to that of Armenians and Copts (an 
allusion to Boutros Pasha, who is supposed to be very friendly with Trigane Pasha). 

I think the Prime Minister a little exaggerates the harm which all this g. ssip and the 
often injudicious language of Tigrane Pasha has done. He is sensitive and somewhat 
timid, and perhaps docs not sufficiently realize that the malcontents and intriguers who 
want to fish in troubled waters arc interested in creating distrust and antagonism between 
the different members of the Government by the spread of misleading reports. I therefore 
urged him to treat these stories with contempt, and assured him of the strong support ol 
Iler Majesty’s Agency should any serious attempts be made by the opponents of English 
policy to undermine his position by intrigue. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


No. 55. 

Mr. A. Hardinye to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received October 17.) 

(No. 174. Secret.) 

My Lord, Rumleh, October 10, 1802, 

I HAVE the honour to repotl, with reference to my despatch No, 150, Confidential, 
of the 12th ultimo, that the Prime .Minister mentioned to me to-day that the Sultan had 
given the Sheikh El Bckri a private cypher, of which ho had handed a copy to the 
Khedive, with a view to direct personal correspondence between His Highness and 
Yildiz Kiosk. 

Mustapha Pasha Fchmy added that he had, on the occasion of his recent visit, to 
Cairo, spoken severely to the Sheikh El Bckri on the impropriety of his proceedings at 
Constantinople. The Sheikh had expressed great icgret, and had offered to resign his 
Grand Cordon of the Osmanich and rank of Cndioskcr, or at least not to assume them in 
Egypt. II is Excellency had pointed out that any such action would he both unnecessary 
mid disrespectful to His Imperial Majesty the Sultan, and had urged the Sheikh El Bckri 
to endeavour to recover the- Khedive's favour by abstaining from any steps which could be 
misconstrued us political, and devoting himself entirely to the duties of his high religious 
office. 

I linvc, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR II. HARDINGE. 


• Grand Matter of Ccmronie* to I lie Khedive. Though outwardly very friendly to tho English here, tic !• 
credited with lining French eympathy. He baa quite lately been decorated by the French Government, 









The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 215 b.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 19, 1892. 

IN the course of tho interview with the Turkish Ambassador recorded in my 
preceding despatch of this day, his Excellency took occasion to inform me, somewhat 
pointedly, that he had no recent instructions to raise tho Egyptian question with me. 
Notwithstanding, Rustem Pasha takes every opportunity of urging his personal views 
on the subject. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 57. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Mr. A. Hardinge. 

(No. 150. Secret.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 21, 1892. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your despatch No. 171, Secret, of 
the 10th instant, reporting a conversation which you had with the Egyptian Prime 
Minister regarding rumours of impending changes in the Ministry. 

Your language to Mustapha Fchmy Pasha is approved* by Her Majesty’s 
Government 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 58. 

Lord Vivian to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received October 2*1.) 

(No. 220.) 

Mv Lord, Rome, October 18, 1892. 

I HAVE to-day addressed a note to the Minister for Foreign Affairs in the sense 
of your Lordship’s despatch No. 113 of the 11th instant, informing him that inquiry 
will he instituted into the complaint made by tho Governor of the Italian Bed Sea 
Colony of raids made by certain Arab tribes within Egyptian jurisdiction on tribes 
residing within the sphere of Italian influence, and I have suggested tho expediency of 
procuring further details and information tending to throw more light on the subject, 
which might either be communicated to your Lordship, or, perhaps, more conveniently, 
direct by the local Italian authorities to the Acting Governor of Suakin. 

L have, &c. 

(Signed) VIVIAN. 


No. 59. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery. —( Received October 25.) 

(No. 17(5. Secret.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 13, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to submit the following report in amplification of my 
telegrams Nos. 150 and 151, Confidential, of yesterday's date. 

After the interview with Mustapha Pasha Pelnny, reported in my despatch 
No. 172, Secret, of the 10th ultimo, I made further inquiries as to tho rumours 
which appeared to cause his Excellency so much uneasiness, and L came to tho 
conclusion that, though very much exaggerated, they were not entirely devoid of 
foundation. Tho impression in the best-informed quarters was tliat tho Khedive’s 
confidence in Mustapha Paslm, and in tho policy of loyal co-operation with England 
represented by him, had been shaken, and a variety of indications, iusigniiicant in 
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themselves but suggestive when taken together, seemed to point to this impression 
being correct. 

On the 11th instant Sir Elwin Palmer had an interview with the Khedive, and in 
the course of conversation alluded to the rumours. Tito Khedive assured him that 
the stories about the anti-English influence of the Court Pashas were untrue, but 
observed that the Ministry was very far from being a perfect one. lie did not wish 
to change it at present; he hoped it might bo able to last on some time longer; but be 
could not conceal from himself that three of the Ministers, namely, Yusuf Pasha 
Shuhdi, Minister of War; Ibrahim Pasha Fuad, Minister of Justice; and Mahomed 
Pasha Zcki, Minister of Public Works, were very feeble, and that Mustopha Pasha 
Fehmy himself was regarded by the Egyptians as “ too English and not sufficiently 
Egyptian.” Sir Elwin might, however, feel sure that, if lie decided upon a change, 
he would not, like bis father, make it snddenlv and without any warning. In 
speaking of the gossip about tho sentiments of his household. His Highness observed 
that Rouillicr Bey, his Swiss Private Secretary, who has been flattered by the French 
and Russian Agents, and is believed to be very anti-English, was “ a most excellent 
Egyptian.” 

After talking over with Sir Elwin Palmer the state of things which this languago 
on His Highness’ part, taken in conjunction with the town rumours, with Mustapha 
Pasha’s visible anxiety, and with trustworthy information received by both of us from 
other sources, seemed to reveal, I resolved to see the Khedive on the subject. I 
had abstained, so long as there was any ground for believing the rumours to be 
mere gossip, from any appearance of officious or unnecessary interference; but I was 
apprehensive that in the Khedive’s present temper and the Prime Minister’s nervous 
and suspicious state of mind, a trifling incident at the Council Board or in the Palace 
might at any moment produce a serions crisis. 

I accordingly had an audience of His Highness yesterday afternoon. I told him 
that I should bo wanting in my duty to him if I were to pass over in silence tho 
rumours which reached me from the most various sources of a contemplated change of 
Ministry, and, indeed, of a change in His Highness' own sentiments with regard to 
England and the English officials in his service. It was reported on all sides that 
Mustapha Pasha’s well-known desire to work cordially with tho English had drawn 
down upon him the displeasure of influential persons at the Palace, who had succeeded 
in weakening llis Highness’ confidence in him. I was told, indeed, that in Mukhtar 
Pasha’s household his fall was declared to boa mere question of days,and that Mukhtar 
Pasha openly said that in tho end the Sultan’s will must prevail. 

His Highness, as I had expected, lircd up at the mention of tho Sultan. “ Can 
any one suppose,” he exclaimed, “ that the Sultan has any power here : why, only tho 
other day I sent him a strong remonstrance about the stoppage of my agent’s cypher 
telegrams at the Porte. What authority has the Sultan over mo ?’’ I said of course 
the Sultan could not make His Highness change his Ministers, but it would be only 
natural that Mukhtar Pasha should endeavour to heighten his Master's prestige among 
the Egyptians by representing the retirement of a Minister notoriously regarded with 
disfavour by His Imperial Majesty as the result of pressure from Constantinople. 

His Highness thereupon declared that there was at preseut no question of 
Mustapha Pasha’s retirement. So long as his Excellency and the Ministry went on 
as they bad done in the past he was quite satisfied. As regards the influence of 
hostile Pashas, I might be sure that he (the Khedive) was influenced by no one. 
Could I give him, however, any names ? 

I mentioned Allani Bev (First Master of Ceremonies, who is said to have been 
during the Arabi period a zealous agitator against Europeans), Rouillicr Bey, Sbeflk 
Bey (one of the Palace Secretaries), and, though I heard he was a good deal less 
active, Mazlouux Pasha (Grand Master of Ceremonies), all of whom were described to 
me as constantly speaking against England. I added that Tigranc Pasha was alleged 
to enjoy a large share of His Highness’ confidence, and that his Excellency's views 
wore well known, as he had always expressed them, even to Englishmen, with a 
frankness which did him honour. 

The Khedive said that ho rarely saw Abaui Bey, except at dinner; (hat the latter 
would not dure to broach politics uninvited, and that ho had never given him tho 
chanco to do so. As regards Rouillicr Boy, he had often heard him check some of the 
younger and more excitable cadets of the Kbcdivial family when they declaimed 
against the English. Slieflk Bey thought only of tho means of gratifying his personal 
spite against Yacoub Pasha Artin. With Muzloum Pasha ho (tho Khedive) of course 
talked of public affairs from time to time, but I might be sure that uoithor the Grand 
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Master, nor indeed any of the household, were '* anti-English." “ We arc all of us,” 
said His Highness, “above all ‘Egyptians,’ but as regards foreign Powers we arc 
naturally more favourably disposed to England than to any other.” 

He then spoke of Tigrane Pasha. ILe had already told me that lie had only taken 
him with him on his Delta tour because Sir Elwin Palmer, whom lie had originally 
invited, was too ill to come, and this accidental circumstance had no doubt set oil foot 
the stories of his supposed influence. “ Put my acquaintance with Tigrane Pasha,” 
he said, “is not intimate. Before I became lvhcdivc J only know of him as an 
Armenian, and,” ho remarked, significantly, “it has been somewhat of a surprise to mo 
to find that an Armenian could lie so good an Egyptian.” 

“I am,” said His Highness, with a slight, touch of anger in his manner, “much 
displeased at all this gossip, and shall have a full explanation with Mustapha Pasha 
Fclimy. But what can I do ? Ever since I first came hero as Khedive there have 
been stories of this kind. I cannot stop people from talking and making mischief.” 

I replied that I was much reassured to hear that it was mere gossip, as the 
impression it would produce if it were credited in England would lie most unfortunate. 
But T hoped His Highness would forgive me if I suggested that one or two incidents, 
which I would not now discuss, such, for instance, as the extreme haste displayed in 
censuring Mr. Scott before the real words he had spoken were known, had given a 
certain colour to the rumours. I should, however, inform your Lordship that they 
were absolutely unfounded, and that no change of Ministry was intended. 

llis Highness begged me to do so, as ho was anxious that no doubt as to his 
sentiments should lie felt by Her Majesty’s Government. 

The Khodivo parted from me in a more than usually friendly manner, but, just as 
I was going out, observed that there were various ways in which the present Ministry 
might, without any marked change, he improved. Abdurrahman Pasha Itushdv, for 
instance, was not naturally deficient in intelligence, lmt ho suffered from the physical 
weakness attendant on advanced age. 

I said that was a secondary question; it was the Prime Minister’s resignation 
at the present juncture which would he so regrettable, if only on account of the 
interpretation which would be put upon it. 

[ informed Sir Elwin Palmer of my conversation with the Khedive, and he has 
mentioned it to Mustapha Pasha Fclimy. I thought it best not to visit the latter 
myself, lest it might get round hr llis Highness that 1 was acting in concert with him, 
hut Sir Elwin tells mo that he is a great deal more confident and hopeful about the 
future, and that there is now no reason to fear a crisis. 

Looking at the situation as a whole, my impression is that, since the departure on 
leave of Mustapha Pasha, and the cessation of the burning political questions which 
filled the first months of his reign, llis Highness lias been more and more affected, 
unconsciously and very gradually, by the atmosphere of the Palace, with whoso officials 
lie has been in more constant contact at Alexandria than during the busier period of 
llis residence in Cairo. 

Excluding Sir Elwin Palmer, who, as an Englishman, is in a peculiar position, the 
leading, and, indeed, the only really capable Egyptian Minister he lias worked with has 
been Tigrane Pasha, and it is only natural that lie should to some extent have been 
influenced l>y the latter's general tone. 1 do not say that any formal representations 
have Ijcch made to him adverse either to his Prime Minister or to English policy, hut 
hints dropped, constructions placed on little differences (of which there have been, 
several) with English officers and officials, and the prevalence throughout his sur¬ 
roundings of a vague, intangible spirit of discontent with English control, liavo 
inevitably told upon him. He. is, of course, very young; lie is more active, more self- 
confident and masterful, more ambitious than his father; he has not, like the latter, a 
vivid remembrance of the military rebellion, and of the ruin from whicli English 
intervention saved his dynasty; anil there is no one by his side to counteract the subtle 
influences working against English guidance, which, in one form or another, appear to 
pervade the Court. 

As stated in my telegram No. 151, the Palace tone is what the Khedive calls 
“ Egyptian.” Though the sympathies of most of the Beys and Pashas of the 
household arc, from tastes and education, rather French than English, they are not in 
favour of French political aspirations in Egypt. Liko Tigrane Pasha, they fancy that 
they are able to rulo without foreign assistance of any kind, and they are ambitious of 
place and power for themselves and their protfyev and dependents. Of the feelings of 
tho great body of the Egyptian people, or of any class of it outside the official, I 
suspect they know and care very little. They are mostly lax Muhommedaus, with very 
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free thinking notions about religion. Their ascendency would, I believe, he far from 
popular with the solid Conservative Mahomracdon elements, which looked to men liko 
Riaz Pasha, hut which the present Khedive has up till now done, unfortunately, almost 
nothing to conciliate. 

I have, &c. • 

(Signed) ARTHUR II. HARDINGE. 


No. 00. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received October 25.) 

(No. 178.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 15, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to report, with reference to Sir Evelyn Baring's despatch 
No. 103 of the 16th June last, that the Khedive has sanctioned the appointment 
of Colonel Hunter Pasha as Colonel Holled-Smith Pasha’s successor in the Government 
of Suakin and the Red Sea Coast. 

Hunter Pasha, who since Holled-Smith Pasha’s departure in June last has acted 
for him, will not, like his predecessors, hear the title of Governor-General, as this 
would give him precedence over Wodehouse Pasha, who, though only a Mudir, is his 
senior in the Service. Suakin and the adjacent territory will therefore in future 
constitute an ordinary Government, or 41 Muhafaza.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


No. 01. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received October 25.) 

(No. 180. Secret.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October HI, 1S92. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Khedive has had the explanation with 
Mustapha Pasha Fcluny, referred to in my Secret despatch No. 170 of the 13th 
instant. Unfortunately, llis Highness so managed it as for a time to make matters a 
good deal worse. 

On the morning of the 14th he summoned to the Palace Mustaplm Pasha, 
Sir Elwin Palmer, and Tigrane Pasha. The Prime Minister had intended seeing 
the Khedive that morning to give him a chance of assuring him of his confidence, 
and when the summons reached his residence was already on lii*- way. llis Highness, 
however, instead of at once receiving him, kept him waiting for over ludf-nn-hour, 
and it was only when Sir Elwin Palmer arrived, and with him a message to the effect 
that Tigrane Pasha, who was at Rnmlch, could not reach the Palace for some time, 
that he was admitted together with Sir Elwin. As soon as they were shown in 
the Khedive at once began about my visit to him, and said that though ho was 
glad I had come to him, and spoken to him, as Sir Elwin Palmer had likewise done, 
about the rumours of his want of confidence in his present Ministry, he was sorry 
that his Prime Minister should have shrunk from broaching the subject with him. Ho 
was not aware that he had done anything to merit the suspicions which appeared 
to have been entertained respecting his intentions, or the reproach of being unfriendly 
to England. Mustapha Pasha said little in reply, but ho showed by his manner that 
ho was a good deal hurt by the way in which tiio Khedive approached the question. 
Sir Elwin Palmer meanwhile did his best to smootho matters, anti tho interview ended 
apparently amicably, lmt on the way back the Prime Minister gave full vent to 
his feelings. He complained bitterly to Sir Elwin that the Khedive had kept him 
waiting nearly three-quarters of an hour, thus showing the whole Palace how slight 
was his regard for him, and that he had done this in order that he might, publicly 
reproach him bclore Tigrane Pasha, who had only been prevented by an accident 
from being present, lie should, as Lord Cromer was to bo here very shortly, only 
wait for his return to resign. 

Sir Elwin Palmer tried to point out to Mustapha Pushn that his view of tho 
Khedive’s action was quite mistaken, and that His Highness’ object had been to assure 
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him, in the presence of his colleagues, of the utter falseness of the rumours ; hut his 
Excellency was so much excited that these arguments met with scanty success. 

Sir Elwin, however, persuaded Tigranc Pasha, who not having been ablo to 
ho received in the morning had had his audience adjourned till the afternoon, and 
who on this occasion behaved very well, to point out to the Khedive the unfortunate 
effect produced by his well-meant efforts at an explanation on the Prime Minister, and 
the result was that llis Highness, who had never intended to wound Mustapha Pasha, 
sent to ask him to luncheon the next day at his villa at itamloh, and again assured 
him, in the warmest terms, of his unabated confidence in him. This attention, and the 
extreme cordiality with which the Khedive received and treated him, dispelled all the 
Prime Minister’s irritation and nervous sensitiveness, and Sir Elwin Palmer, who has 
just corao from Itamloh, says ho considers that, the storm has done positive good by 
clearing the air, and will probably be succeeded by a period of calm. 

These personal details arc somewhat trivial, but they explain and illustrate what 
I meant by saying in my despatch No. 170, Secret, of the 13th instant, that in 
Mustapha Pasha’s then state of mind the most trilling incident might have decided 
him to resign; whilst the Khedive, though not wishing to provoke his resignation, 
was gradually drifting into an attitude iu which, had it been tendered, he would in all 
probability lmvo accepted it. 

I bavc, <&C. 

(Signed) ARTHUR II. HARDINGE. 


No. 02. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Eurl of Rosebery.—(Received October 25.) 

(No. 181.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 17, 1892. 

I HAVE tbo honour to transmit herewith, with reference to Sir 13. Baring’s 
despatch No. 79 of the 22nd April last, a copy of a letter which I have received from 
the Sirdar of the Egyptian army, inclosing two despatches in original from the 
Governor of Suakin, respecting complaints made to him by Arab Sheikhs, whoso 
country lies within the Italian sphere of influence. An abstract by Mr. Mitchell limes 
of Hunter Pasha’s despatches, and their inclosures, is annexed. 

I have informed Kitchener Pasha that I am communicating the contents of his 
letter to your Lordship, but that I lmvo no action to suggest beyond the stops which 
he reports having taken. 

I have, (fee. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosuro 1 iu No. 02. 

General Kitchener to Mr. A. Hardinge. 

(Confidential.) 

Sir, Head-quarters, Egyptian Army, Cairo, October 16, 1892. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence on tho subject of the Astraf Habab 
and Beni-Amer tribes, 1 beg to forward the nceomjmnying despatch and inclosures 
from the Governor of Suakin District, for your information. 1 beg to request that, 
should you desire any action taken in this matter, you will kindly inform me. 

The steps I have taken so far arc as follows. 

I have informed tho Governor that he should interfere as little ae possible with 
the Habab tribe, which is to he considered under Italian influence (vide my letter to 
you of the 21st April, 1892). 1 have also informed him of the promises given by the 

Italian Minister of Foreign Affairs to Her Majesty's Ambassador in Rome, to the effect 
that instructions will lie sent to the Governor of Massawnh to permit Ashrufs iu 
Italian territory to return to their homes in the Egyptian territory should they wish 
to do so, and tiic reply of the Governor of Massawnh. showing that uo compulsion is 
used agoiust any men of the Ashraf tribe wilting to return to their country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) il. II. KITCHENER, Sirdar. 


L770] 


O 










Inclosurc 2 in No. 62. 


Summary o f Despatches Jrom the Governor of Suakin. 

THE Governor of Suakin lias forwarded to the Sirdar a Petition, signed by the 
Sheikh of the Habab Arabs, Mohammed Kantabni, and by fourteen other Sheikhs, 
complaining of the treatment to which they are subjected by the Italian authorities of 
Massawah. The Sheikh states that his brother, Ilamcd llassan Kantabai, Chief of the 
Habab Sheikhs, was arbitrarily arrested by the Italians and sent to Italy. His brother 
Hcdad,.who succeeded 1 lamed, was also arrested, and his property confiscated. Both 
of these Sheikhs, after suffering much ill-treatment, were executed at Assab. Several 
other Sheikhs and Notables having suffered similar oppression they fled to Akik, in 
Egyptian territory, and the messengers whom they sent to bring their property were 
arrested by the Italian Government. 

The Sheikhs then state that they have always been under the Suakin District, and 
arc anxious to live under the Egyptian Government. 

Besides this Petition, Colonel Hunter reports other complaints against the harsh 
manner in which the Italians raise taxes, and in which their police overstep tho 
boundaries of the Italian sphere, and forwards Petitions praying for help from the 
Egyptian Government. 

As regards the boundary between tho Egyptian and Italian territories, Colonel 
Hunter observes that its lines arc imperfectly known and inaccurately marked. Tho 
names of the mountains and rivers vary so much as to be unrecognizable. Tho border 
tribes ask for tho erection of marks, and for tho accurate indication of mountain 
ranges and rivers forming the boundary, for a distance of from CO to 100 miles inland 
from Ras Kasar. This would entail the appointment of a Boundary Commission. 

A. W. T. 

October 17, 1892. 


No. 63. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery. —( Received October 27.) 

(No. 152.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, October 27,1S92. 

THE posts of Sinkat and Erkowit have been occupied by a small force of 
Dervishes, to which reinforcements will probably be sent. Should this force not bo 
driven out, it may harass the Tokar district; but, iu view of the strength of tho 
positions which they have taken up, and the fact that the Egyptian Government docs 
not propose to hold these places, it has been decided that for the present only a small 
cavalry patrol shall be sent to watch tho proceedings of the enemy, and, if possible, to 
check any further advance on their part. 

I shall have the honour to write fully to your Lordship on this matter by the out¬ 
going mail. 


No. 64. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received October 31.) 

(No. 155.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, October 31, 1892. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 152 of the 27th October, I havo the honour 
to report that the Dervishes under Osman Digna havo again begun cattle-lifting in the 
plain of Suakin, and it is very probable that during the next few days they will mako 
raids in tho Tokar Delta from Erkowit. 

The Governor of Suakin, Colonel Hunter, is anxious that a column should bo 
dispatched against the Dervishes, and considers that their expulsion would be quite 
feasible. 

General Kitclioner has therefore recommended that, purely as a measure of 
defence, Colonel Hunter should be allowed to carry this out. 

1 venture to think that, apart from the military question, it would bo politically 
desirable to do this with as little delay as possible. Acting under a misapprehension. 
Colonel Hunter has made certain promises to tho Sheikhs of tho district; and should 
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they bo completely repudiated, our prestige would bo thereby weakened, and tha 
difficulty of luture resistance to the Dervishes would be enhanced. It will, sooner or 
later, be necessary to send a force; and if it were possible to strike the blow 
immediately, I am of opinion that subsequent outlay on a greater scale would ba 
avoided. 

In any ease, no decision will be taken before the return of Lord Cromer; but 
time might be saved if in the meanwhile Her Majesty’s Government eouhl decide 
upon the course they wish to adopt, subject, in any case, to such suggestions or 
modifications as bis Lordship, after having considered the situation, might think it 
advisable to recommend. 

Generals Walker and Kitchener havo scon this telegram. 


No. G5. 

The Earl of Rosebery to )fr. A. Hardinge. 

(No. 15S. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 31,1892. 

I HAVE received and laid before the Queen your despatch No. 176, Secret,of tho 
13th instant, regarding rumours of impending changes in the Egyptian Ministry. 

Tho language which you used at your audience with llis Highness the Khedive 
is approved by Her Majesty’s Government. 

T. am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 66. 

Lord Cromer to (lie Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 4.) 

(No. 156.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, November 4, 1892. 

THERE is a report that Osman I)igna has withdrawn from the neighbourhood of 
Snnkin. The Governor has been instructed to use bis utmost endeavours to find out 
whether this news is accurate. 


No. 67. 

Lord Cromer to (he Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 6.) 

(No. 157.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, November 6, 1892. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 150 of the 4th instant, I have the honour 
to report that tho Governor of Suakiu confirms the news that Osman Digna lias 
withdrawn to Amit, a point about 40 miles to the west of Sinkat. 


No. 08. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—{Received November 7.) 

(No. 186.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 28, IS92. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, iu extension of my telegram No. 152 of the 27th 
instant, that the Dervishes have begun to display increased activity on the side both 
of Dongola and of Berber. Intelligence has ranched Wady Haifa that their force at 
Suardn, their furthest outpost in the Nile Vnlloy, has been increased, and Hunter 
Paslui reports from Suakiu that they have just occupied the two strong positions of 
Sinkat and Erkowit. lie estimates t heir numbers at both places as small, hut ho hears 
that Osman Digna is coming to Erkowit and Moussa Digna to Sinkat with reinforce¬ 
ments. These symptoms of renewed aggressiveness on tho part of tho Dervish Chiefs 
seem to some extent to ho due to an impression—of course, absolutely unfounded— 
that the Egyptians wore preparing to advance upon Berber. Hunter Pasha has, it is 
true, shown a good deal of activity siuco he has been in charge of tho Government of 
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Suakin. I informed the Marquis of Salisbury in my despatch No. 1.33 of the 
12th August that he had established a police post at Oshid, on the Berber road, and it 
would appear that he announced to the local Sheikhs that it would be held 
permanently. The Sirdar has, however, pointed out to him that Oshid was to he 
regarded as a mere post of observation, not a military outpost, and has insisted on its 
being at once evacuated in presence of the Dervish advance. 

I have had some conversation with Generals "Walker and Kitchener respecting 
the further measures to he taken. They both agree that it is most desirable that the 
Dervishes should be dislodged from Siukat and Erlrowit, and that no attempt should 
be made by the Egyptians themselves to occupy either of those places. The only 
point which they appeared to think open to discussion was how this object could bo 
best attained. On the one baud, if the Dervishes were not speedily ejected and driven 
hack, they might gain confidence and increased numbers by delay, and might 
be emboldened to raid into the newly settled Tokar district, in which the Finance 
Ministry has already, perhaps with excessive haste, planted a considerable number of 
agricultural colonists. On the other hand, the two positions which they have seized 
arc about 3,000 feet above the level of the sea ; a small Egyptian force, such as it was 
at first suggested should he sent out from Sunlcin, might perhaps find it difficult to 
retake them, and it would not he prudent to incur the risk of a repulse. The two 
Generals were of opinion that for the present I he wisest plan would he to dispatch a 
cavalry patrol of about seventy men to observe the numbers and disposition of the 
Dervishes, and let them sec that the Egyptians were on the alert. This they thought 
might check the enemy’s further advance, or, perhaps, even induce him to retreat, 
pending the adoption or other and, if necessary, more serious measures. In the mean¬ 
time Hunter Pasha’s proposal to send 200 men to Tambuk, half way to Oshid, so as to 
enable the latter place to he safely evacuated, was agreed to, and is, I believe, now 
being cariod out. 

The Sirdar leaves for Suakin and Tokar, which ho has long been intending to 
inspect, on the 3rd or 4th proximo, and will thus he able to supervise on the spot 
whatever steps the military situation may necessitate. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR II. HARDINGE. 

P.S.—Since writing the above, I havo been informed that the Dervishes have 
withdrawn from Sinkat, but that Osman Digna is at Erkowit with about 50 Baggavas, 
and some 300 cavalry and spearmen from other and less warlike tribes. A squadron 
of cavalrv will he at once sent from Cairo to reinforce the garrison at Suakin. 

A. H. F. 


No. (39. 

Mr. A. Hardinye to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 7.) 

(No. 18$. Confidential.) 

My Lord. Cairo, October 31, 1892. 

"WITH reference to my despatch No. 1G9 of the 8th October, I have the honour 
to report that it has been decided, on further examination of the scheme for the 
reduction of land tax in Upper Egypt, to exclude from its operation the portion of 
Assiout Province originally comprised within it, and to coufino the reduction to Gizch 
and Girgch. 

The Budget will be submitted this year for the first time to the liCgislative 
Council, in accordance with Article 22 of the Organic Law of the 1st May, 1883, 
which allows that body to “ c-mettre des avis et lies veeux sur ehaquo chnpitre du 
Budget.” Hitherto this Article has not been applied, ns the Budgets have been 
drawn up as “ Budgets provisoireshut last year Tigrano Pasha proposed to the 
Council of Minister- that the provisions of the Organic Law on the subject should for 
the future he observed. Mustapha Pasha Eclnny was in favour of letting well alone; 
be felt the danger of conferring on the Legislative Council a right, of interfering, even 
though it were only in a consultative capacity, with the finances of the country, more 
especially when there was ns yet no demand for it on the part of its members, or of 
any section of the Egyptian people. Tigrano Pasha, however, insisted on his proposal, 
and it was settled that the change should he made for the first time in the autumn of 
1892. 














Tigranc Pasha’s attitude on this question is extremely characteristic. I am 
strongly inclined to suspect, that his “ doctrinaire ” confidence in abstract principles, and 
his incapacity to see the practical difficulties of the establishment of independence and 
self-government, even in the most tentative form, iu the present condition of Egypt, 
have blended in this instance with a hope that the discussion of the Budget by the 
Legislative Council may cnaldo that body to serve in some degree as a check on the 
freedom of action of the English Administrators. The latter are decidedly of opinion 
that the Legislative Council, though it has of late made useful suggestions on the 
subject of judicial and other reforms, could not safely ho allowed any Large mens ure 
of interference with the expenditure or revenue of Egypt; and that the fiction wliich 
invests it with the character of a popular representative body, and the presence among 
its members of several rather noisy anti-English orators, might make it, in certain 
circumstances, a dangerous lever in the hands of an active member of a weak Ministry, 
himself ambitious and unfriendly to English control. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


No. 70. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 7.) 

(No. 190.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 31, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith, with reference to my despatch No. 186 
of the 28th instant, and my telegram No. 165 of to-day, a summary of the situation in 
the Eastern Soudan, which has been sent mo by the Sirdar. 

I have also the honour to transmit a copy of a telegram which has been received 
from the Governor of Suakin since this summary was compiled. A reply has been 
sent to it by the Sirdar, with the approval ol‘ General Walker, authorizing the 
retention of Tambuk. 

General Kitchener is prepared, if necessary, at once to send a fresh battalion to 
Suakin. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 70. 
Summary of the Situation in Eyypt. 
[Not printed.] 


Inclosuro 2 in No. 70. 

Colonel Hunter to the Sirdar. 

(Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) October 31, 1892. 

ORDERS sent last night to Turnston to say mounted corps reached him 1st 
November, and that he is to evacuate Oshid 2nd November and return Tambuk. 
I fear the result will he to turn the still wavering tribes to Osman. 

If latter part of your No. 219* admits reconsideration, 1 earnestly hope Tambuk 
bo held, as Ternan very strongly entrenched there, and can defy any attnek ; also, it 
is within easy distance of Hnmloub, and must he retaken if advance is allowed on 
Erkowit, also its retention will encourage idea that advance from it is to take place. 
Tour No. 213. 

Crops are pretty ripe at Toknr and Khor liarnka above Tcmrin. Osman had 
patrol there yesterday, and doubtless will draw supplies from thcro. I have stopped 
export of gram, hut iu a few days he will he independent of imported stutf. 
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* No. 2i9 ii a telegram from the Sirdnr respecting the ovacuation of Tambuk. 
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No. 71. 

Mr. A. Hardinge to the Earl of liosclery.—(Received November 7.) 

(No. 101.) 

My Lord, Cairo, October 31, 1892. 

I HAVE abstained, since I had the honour to address to yonr Lordship my 
despatch No. 173 of the 10th instant, from forwarding to you any information on the 
progress of the Nile flood, ns, thanks to the energetic measures taken by the Depart¬ 
ment of Public Works, and by the local authorities acting in concert with them, there 
has been no serious damage of any kind to report. The danger is, in fact, by now 
almost over, and great credit is due to the Irrigation oflieors for the maimer in which 
they have coped with it. 

’ The Khedive has, I regret to say—no doubt under tho influence of the discon¬ 
tented anti-English Palace clement, to which I have already had occasion to refer— 
shown a disposition to undervalue, and criticize in a depredatory spirit, the work of 
the Irrigation Department; but Mustapha Pasha Pehmv has, I believe, convinced His 
llighncss of the injustice of such an attitude, and has satisfied him that the damage 
suffered and the expense incurred on the present occasion has fallen far short of that 
entailed by previous Nile floods, some of which were less dangerous than this one. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ARTHUR U. HARDINGE. 


No. 72. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 14.) 

(No. 158.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, November 14, 1892. 

COLONEL AVODEnOUSE says that reliance may ho placed on tho truth of a 
report from Assouan to tho ctl'cct that 1,700 men have been sent from Owdurinau to 
reinforce Osman Digna. 


No. 73. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 104.) 

My Lord, . Foreign Office, November 10, 1892. 

MR. HARDINGE, in his despatch No. 191 of tho 31st ultimo, calls attention to 
the valuable services of the officers of the Irrigation Department in preventing any 
serious damage from tho Nile flood. 

It has been a source of great satisfaction to me to hear of the happy results of tho 
exertions of tho officers in question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 74. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Jloseberg.—(Received November 21.) 

(No. 193.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 8,1892. 

IN my telegram to the Marquis of Salisbury No. 41 of the 24th January last I 
announced that the Khedive had decided to grant an amnesty to political offenders 
condemned in connection with the Arabi rebellion, with tho exception of those in 
Ceylon. 

I have now the honour to transmit a copy of a Khcdivinl Order giving effect to 
this intention, and authorizing the’rc-employincnt and restoration to their former 
titular rank of all persons, whether officers* in tho army or civilians, deprived or 
degraded for their participation in the rebellion, with the exception of such as wero 
sentenced to exile for life. 

Tho time has, in my opinion, come when a measuro of clemency such as tho abovo 
may be regarded both as safe and wise. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CltOMER. 
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Inclosuro in No. 74. 

Extract from the “ Journal Officicl ” of November 7, 1892. 
(Traduction.) - 


Pb&IDENCE DU CONSRIL DES MlNISTRES. 

Ordonnance Khediviale transmise u son Excellence le President du Conscil dcs Minis Ires, 
en date du 6 Novembrc, 1892 (1G Rabi-el-Tani, 1310), No. 4. 

CEDANT aux sentiments do bontd ct dc bicnvcillanco dont nous sommes animd, 
ordonnons quo les personnes prdeedemment condamnees a la degradation, en vertu do 
Ddcrots, pour participation au jnouvement insurrcetionnel ct qui n’ont pas etc gracides 
jusqu’it prdsent, suit dcs civils employes ou non employes du Gouverncment, soit dcs 
officials militaircs, soient reintegrees dans la possession des litres, decorations, 
distinctions houorifiqucs et grades qu’elles pouvaient avoir. 

l’our les militaircs, on se conformcra a 1’Ordounanco transmise au Ministdre do la 
Guerre it la date du 14 Babi-Akhcr, 1300, No. 17, it l’cxcoplion de ccux qui, en vertu 
des Deerets dcs 3, 7, et 10 Deecmbre, 18S2, out 6te condamnes it l’exil perpdtucl ct 
qui s’y trouvent jusqu’it present 

En consequence, les employes civils ct les ofllciers militaircs graces cn vertu dc 
la pr<5sentc Ordonnance, pourront etro pris au service du Gouverncment, ntais, en 
aucun cas, lours services anterieurs no pourront etre comptes pour la liquidation, soit 
d’uno indemnity, soit d’unc pension de retrailc. 

Nous vous transmettons done la presente Ordonnance afm qu’elle rejoive la suite 
qu’elle comporte. 

(Sigud) ABBAS HILMI. 


No. 75. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 21.) 

(No. 160.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, November 21, 1892. 

TELEGRAMS received from Suakin state that reinforcements have been sent to 
Osman Digna, and that he has cut olf communication between Trinkitat and Tokar. 
Troops arc being sent from Suakin to reinforce the Tokar garrison. In the absence of 
General Walker, who is at Ismailia, and General Kitchener, who is on bis return from 
Suakin to Suez, I have, in concert with Colonel Sir St. Vincent Ilammick, arranged 
for the'immcdiato dispatch of an Egyptian battalion to Suakin from Cairo. I have 
also, at the request of Colonel Hunter, who commands the troops at Suakin, 
telegraphed to the Senior Naval Officer at Suakiu in the following terms :— 

“ In the case of an attack being made by the Dervishes on any of the Egyptian 
ports, l authorize you to give any assistance which, in your opinion, you may be able 
to do.” 

I have telegraphed to Admiral Tryon informing him that I have sent the above 
telegram. 


No. 76. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. . 

(No. 61.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Forciyn Office, November 22, 1892. 

1 liAVE received your despatch No. 193 of the 8th instant, inclosing copy of 
a Khcdivial Decree granting au amnesty to all Arabists except thoso exiled to 
Ceylon. 

I am commanded by the Queen to request that you will convey io IIis Highness 
Ilcr Majesty’s congratulations on this act of clemency. 
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No. 77. 

Sir Clare Ford to the /Carl of liosebery.—(Received November 23.) 

(No. 341. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, Norember 10,1S92. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that a few days ago Sir Alfred 
Sandison, my First Dragoman, being at the Palace of Yildiz, was addressed by Suraya 
Pasha, the Sultan’s First Secretary, who stated to him that the British Embassy had 
some time ago complained of the publication at Cairo of a newspaper which displayed 
great animosity to British interests in Egypt, and that since then a new paper iiad 
been started which was written in a spirit of abuse against Turkey, and Suraya Pasha 
had been instructed by llis Imperial Majesty the Sultan to bring the fact to the notice 
of the British Embassy. 

Sir Alfred Sandison, not finding himself in a position to reply without having 
previously consulted me, I instructed him to seize an opportunity (which he has 
done) of informing Suraya Pasha that it was a mistake to suppose that any complnint 
had been made on the subject by Her Majesty's Embassy, tho real facts of the case 
being, not that the newspaper should be published at Cairo, which was so persistent in 
its attacks against England, but that the editor of it (M. Takla) should have been 
selected by Iiis Imperial Majesty the Sultan as the recipient of a high and distinguished 
Turkish decoration. 

With regard to the new paper to which Suraya Pasha had alluded, it was 
impossible to interfere with the liberty of the press as established in Egypt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FBANCIS CLAltE FORI). 


No. 78. 

Lord Cromer to the Karl of liosebery.—(Received November 23.) 

(No. 161.) 

(Telegraphic ) P. Cairo , November 23, 1892. 

1 HAVE been informed by Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Suakiti that Osman 
Digna is rumoured to have been recalled in consequence of the Khalifa having 
received a general complaint from Berber of the stoppage of trade. It is reported that 
he has recalled his cavalry from the road to Tokar,and is making preparations to with* 
draw to Berber from the neighbourhood of Amit. 


No. 79. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of liosebery.—(Received November 26.) 

(No. 162.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, November 26, 1892. 

I UNDERSTAND from the Sirdar, who has returned from Suakin, that the 
military situation at Suakin or Tokar gives no causo for uneasiness, but desultory 
raids may possibly continue to be made by small parties of Dervishes. The Egyptian 
War Ollice has just received the intelligence of an attack made by the Dervishes on 
Tomeren, a few miles from Tokar, on the 23rd instant. The Dervishes were repulsed 
with a loss of seventeen men by the friendly tribes. 


No. 80. 

Lord Cromer to the Karl of Rosebery.—(Received November 26.) 

(No. 163.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, Norember 26, 1S92. 

11ER Majesty’s Acting Consul at Suakin reports the restoration of telegraphic 
communication with Tokar. 
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No. 81. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 27.) 

(No. 104.) 

(Telegraphic.) F. Cairo, November 27, 1892. 

MR. COXEN, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Suakin, has telegraphed to inc to 
the effect that, according to information received yesterday evening, the remainder 
of the Dervishes, on their return to Osman Digna’s head-quarters, intended to camp 
at Setra. 

Troops have started from Tokar to make an attack at daybreak, whilst the 
cavalry, infantry, and camel corps lcftSunkin this morning early in order to co-operate 
in the movement. 


No. 82. 

Lord Cromer to the Eat l of Rosebery.—(Received November 28.) 

(No. 195.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 10, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Khedive has recently received two 
communications from the Sublime Porte. The first dealt with a complaint which 
His Highness had made, and to which Mr. Hardinge referred incidentally in his despatch 
No. 170, Secret, of the 13th ultimo, respecting the interception at the Porte of cypher 
telegrams addressed to him by his Kapu-Kehaya at Constantinople. The Grand Vizier 
pointed out that correspondence in cypher was, as a general rule, not permitted within 
its territory by the laws of the Ottoman Empire; but that the Sultan, out of regard for 
the high rank of the Khedive and for His Highness’ tried devotion and loyalty, was 
willing to sanction his corresponding with his Kapu-Kelmya through a cypher in the 
possession of the Turkish Ministry of the Interior. The Egyptian Government has 
decided to make no reply to this communication, but to let the matter drop for the 
present. 

The second communication is a letter from the Grand Vizier, of which I have the 
honour to inclose a translation. It requests the Khedive, ns your Lordship will observe, 
to suppress the Arabic newspaper “ El Mokattam,” for the alleged publication of 
articles hostile to the Ottoman Empire. 

“ El Mokattam ” is a very respectable and very temperate journal. It is well 
informed, and is said by judges of Arabic composition to be veil written; and it has a 
large and increasing ciiculation in this country. But it has incurred the displeasure of 
the enemies of England, both here and at Constantinople, by persistently defending 
English policy and English reforms in Egypt against their attacks; and although its 
references to the Sultan and his Government hnve always been loyal and courteous, it is 
not permitted to enter Turkey proper. The Porto has, indeed, shown its hostility to the 
editor by suppressing, a short time ago, an entirely non-political scientific paper 
publbhed by him, and known as “ El Mukhtataf,” which dealt exclusively with scientific 
subjects, and hail a considerable circulation in Syria; and it has done this avowedly to 
punish him for the English sympathies expressed in “ El Mokattam.” 

Simultaneously with this treatment of “ El Mokattam,” the Sultan has lavished 
honours and pecuniary rewards on the most conspicuous Anglophobc journalists of the 
Egyptian native press. He has decorated and paid the editor of “El Abram.” lie 
subsidizes Selim Hamawi, of “ El Falah;" and not long since he bestowed on Order on 
the editor of “Abu Naddhra,” a paper which, in addition to violent invective against 
England, used to publish the coarsest attacks, in the shape both of articles and of 
caricatures, on the person of the late Khedive. 

The articles, or rather “letters from Constantinople," of which the Porte 
complains, arc very harmless. I transmit herewith n:i abstract of each, for they are of 
considerable length, and a literal translation of them would hardly repay the trouble of 
perusal. I append, however, the Arabic originals, in case your Lordship should think fit 
to transmit them to Constantinople, where they could, if necessary, ho referred to at the 
Drcgmnnat. 

What bus probably given offence in the first has been the criticism of the 
press censorship as enforced in Turkey, and in the second the discussion of the relations 
between Uussiu and Turkey, as well as the unfavourable comparison between the latter 
country and Egypt, implied, though not expressed, in the passage extolling the 
prosperity and progress of Egypt, and the enlightened activity of the Egyptian 
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Government. But in both the Ottoman Government, ns a whole, is referred to in terms 
of high commendation ; the faults pointed out in individual branches of the 
Administration are only criticised ns contrasting with its general excellence; nud 
His Imperial Majesty himself is always mentioned in tenns of the utmost deference and 
respect, such phrases as “asylum of the universe,’’ &c., being invariably employed to 
describe him. 

Apart, however, from the injustice of the demand fertile suppression of so moderate 
and respectful a publication as “ El Mokattam,’’ the demand itself, couched in the 
peremptory form of an official despatch and, as it were, instruction from the Grand 
Vizier to the Khedive is an encroachment, on the administration by His Highness 
of internal affairs, inconsistent with the rights and privileges conferred on Egypt by the 
Firmans. 1 venture to submit that representations to this effect might be mnde to the 
Sublime Porte, so as to mnke it clear that interference from Constantinople with the 
Egyptian press will not be acquiesced in bv Her Majesty’s Government. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 82. 

The Grand Visier to His Highness the Khedive. 

(Translation.) 15 RebUl-Airal, 1310 (October G, 1802). 

IT has been observed that the Nos. 109G and 1007 of the “ Mokattam” newspaper, 
which is printed and published in Egypt, contain several articles against the Ottoman 
Empire. Although it is recognized that the press in Egypt is free, it is nevertheless 
evident that this liberty should not overstep the limits of propriety. 

As, therefore, it is clenr that your Highness will not permit this journnl to publish 
articles inveighing against the Imperial Government, I have the honour to request that 
you nill proceed at once to take the necessary proceedings, ns by law established, 
against the responsible editor and will give orders to the authorities for the suppression 
and suspension of the newspaper in question. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 82. 

Summary of Contents of Letters from Constantinople, published in Nos. 109G and 1097 

of “ El Mokatlmn." 


No. 1096 of October 17, IS02. 

COMMENCES with a description of the Selamlik of the 12th October and comments 
on His Imperial Majesty's practice of driving himself in a victoria. The remarks arc 
perfectly respectful in tone and convey no idea of criticism. 

2. The banquet given by the Sultan in honour of the Italian Ambassador and the 
bestower on the latter of the Grand Cordon of the Osmanieh. 

3. Relates the various explanations current in Constantinople of the Russian 
Ambassador not yet having had an audience of His Majesty, although he I tad returned 
from leave a fortnight before. Some ascribed the delay to difficulties respecting the 
Bulgarian question; others to the non-payment by the Porte of the war indemnity, due 
to the desire of the Ottoman Government to make use of the money themselves 
at this juncture instead of passing it on to Russia to be employed in purchasing war 
equipment, &c. The former explanation, however, is regarded as the most probable. 

•1. Speaks of the new school instituted under His .Majesty's patronage for the 
education in Turkish, &c., of Arabs of the tribes; gives on instance of the strong 
interest shown by the Sultan in the success of the school, and relates, ns indicative of 
the Arab character, an anecdote of some students objecting to the letters “ pa ” nnd 
“chum ” ns being unnecessary, not existing in the Arabic nlplmbct. 

5. Criticises the action of the press Censorship regarding the publication of books 
and papers, pointing out that by the unnecessary severity displayed literary men 
arc compelled to betake themselves to countries where greater freedom is permitted, and 
that such action is not in harmony with the desire for education nnd extended 
civilisation to which expression is continually given. Instances of this severity are 
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quoted, one being the omission from .1 lately published Turkish lexicon of the word 
“khalaa” in all its forms—this word signifying either “to undress "or (probably the 
objectionable meaning in this ease) “ to depose a person from an office,” used commonly 
of Sovereigns. Again, newspapers iu speaking of the accession of European Monarchs 
arc not permitted to describe them as “ ascending the Throne ” (as in the ease of the 
Sultan), but as “sitting upon the chair,” and so on. 

The article concludes by pointing out the danger and mistake of this course, and 
expresses a wish that the press Censorship would, in these matters, take example from the 
conduct of the Porte and the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, which is in every respect 
worthy of commendation. 


No. 1097 of October 18, 1892. 

1. States that the local press has lately written numerous articles on the probable 
preservation of peace in Europe, and considers that no fears need be entertained for the 
present in spite of the large armaments continually collected, more especially in view of 
the unsatisfactory condition of affairs in Russia. They add that so long as Turkey 
maintains a retired attitude peace is guaranteed. The correspondent observes that, ns 
regards the peaceful attitude of Turkey, it is, of course, a most admirable one. But lie 
cannot agree that Russia is by any means disabled by famine, cholera, and financial 
embarrassment from going to war should she wish to do so. Me narrates a conversation 
with a diplomatist of note who held similar language on the outbreak of the Balkan 
difficulties in 1870, maintaining that they could not lead to war between Russia and the 
Porte, a theory the incorrectness of which was conclusively proved a few months later. 

He combats the idea that Russia is not in a position to light if necessary, and says 
that greatly to be desired as universal peace may be, still it is well to be prepared for all 
emergencies, and lie concludes with the earnest hope that 1S:>3 may in no way resemble 
IS77, adding that the conduct of Russia as regards the Bulgarian question has consider¬ 
ably perturbed the public mind. 

2. Reports that a very secret Council lias taken place, the chief financial 
authorities and Sir Ii. Vincent being present. The subject under discussion lias not 
transpired, but it is generally supposed that it dealt either with the conversion of the 
debt or with the negotiation of a new loan to be devoted to the purchase of warlike 
stores of all kinds, a measure which it is very necessary for Turkey to adopt in order to 
be ready for all possible emergencies. 

3. Describes what lias taken place respecting the dispatch by IIis Imperial 
Majesty of a Medical Mission to Persia to help to combat the cholera. The Ministry of 
Finance lias, in accordance with its usual practice in such eases, put difficulties iu the 
way of the departure of the Mission with the result that it cannot now reach Persia till 
the necessity for its aid has passed away. 

4. Remarks on the great interest and admiration excited in Constantinople by the 
accounts given in the Egyptian press of the prosperity, wealth, and enterprise in public 
works of that country, all accounts of which are eagerly followed by the public. A quotation 
is given from the “Stamboul ’’ comparing the systems used for the transport of meat in 
Cairo and Constantinople from the point of view of the public health, greatly to the 
advantage of the former. 


No. 83. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received November 28.) 

(No. 190.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 20,1892. 

WITH reference to Mr. Ilardiugo’s despatch No. 191 of the 31sl ultimo, I have 
the honour to transmit herewith a copy of an official Report which lias been issued by 
the Department of Public Works on the subject of the recent Nile flood, giving full 
details as to the damage done, and the measures taken against the danger. Your 
Lordship will observe that, in consequence of the precautions adopted, iho number of 
cultivated feddans (acres) inundated was live times less in tho present year than in 
1887, and that tho actual total cost of the flood protection to tho country in tho hitter 
year was £ 13. 27,530; it was in the present instance C E. 11,081. This result is, ns 
Mr. Ilardingc lias already bad the honour to point out, highly creditable to tho officials 
of the Public Works Department and to the local authorities who worked with them ; 
especially if it bo homo in mind that this year’s Hood was a more rz'yi? 'no thin ‘bat 
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of 1887, being indeed, in Mr. Garstin’s opinion, the second in importance of the four 
great floods which have occurred during the last twenty years. 

I have, &c. 

(SigncTl) CROMER. 


No. 81. 

m 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Receircd December 2.) 

(No. 106.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, December 2, 1892 

HER Majesty’s Consul at Suakin informs me, by telegraph, that, according to 
information received from two distinct sources, Osman Digna has withdrawn to the 
Atbara with his followers. 


No. 85. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Lord Cromer. 

(No. 171. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Foreign Office, December 2, 1892. 

T11E endeavours of the Porte to obtain the suppression of the “ El Mokattam “ 
newspaper, which forms the subject of your despatch No. 195 of the 10th ultimo, is 
also referred to in a despatch from Her .Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople, of 
which I inclose a copy.* 

As regards your Lordship's suggestion, that representations should he made to the 
Porte against this attempted interference with the Egyptian press, you will sec that 
Sir A. Sandison has already, under instructions from Sir C. Ford, spoken to the Porte 
in that sense. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


The Earl of Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 251.) 

Sir, Foreiyn Office, December 3, 1892. 

I LEARN from your despatch No. 311 of the 10th ultimo that Surcya Pasha had, 
by order of the Sultan, called your notice to the publication in Egypt of a paper which 
contained articles hostile to Turkey. 

[ have to express my approval of the language which your Excellency instructed 
Sir A. Sandison to hold in reply to this representation, and I inclose, for your 
information, copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent at Cairo,! showing that the 
Sultan has also endeavoured to induce the Khedive to prevent the publication of the 
paper in question. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


No. 87. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received December 7.) 

(No. 109.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, December 7, 1892. 

INTELLIGENCE has been received by the Egyptian War Office that a force of 
4,090 men, under Alxlallah Wad Ibrahim, has been dispatched from Klmrtoum aud is 
moving towards Kassala. The authorities hero are of opinion that an attack on the 
Italians is contemplated, and the Sirdar considers this news to lie of a serious nature, 
as there is known to he no better General amongst the Dervishes than this leader. 

I havo communicated this intelligence to the Italian Consul-General, aud have 
repeated this telegram to Lord Vivian. 


• No. 77. 
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No. 88. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received December 8.) 

(No. 170.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, December 8, 1892. 

IN the opinion of the Sirdar, the Egyptian army is too small, and he has strongly 
represented the necessity of increasing it. He considers the cavalry and the reserve 
forces stationed at Cairo to be too weak. The latter consists only of two battalions; 
and eventualities might occur at Snakin or in the Nile Valley which they would not be 
strong enough to guard against. This view is, in my opinion, correct. A Circular 
will shortly be addressed by the Egyptian Government to the Powers, recommending 
the application of G0,0(>0/. a-ycar to military expenditure from the economies which 
were effected by the conversion of the debt, and requesting their consent. The Ercnch 
Government will probably refuse to agree; but, nevertheless, the Egyptian Government 
are, in my opinion, acting wisely in submitting the matter for their consideration. 
On the other hand, they may, perhaps, be influenced to some extent by one argument, 
namely, that should the Egyptian force become too weak to cope with an attack of 
the Dervishes, the British would of necessity have to be increased. 


No. 89. 

Lord Vivian to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received December 8.) 

(No. 72 ) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Rome, December 8, 1892. 

TJLE Italian Government are grateful for the warning conveyed in Lord Cromer’s 
telegram No. 1(59, and the Commander of the Italian troops has been informed of the 
threatened Dervish attack. 

1 have repeated the al>ovc to Cairo. 


No. 5)0. 

Sir Clare l'ord to the Earl of Rosebery.—[Received December 12.) 

(No. 111. Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, December 12, 1892. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 71 of the 7th instant, I have 
the honour to report that the Khedive is, I have ascertained, in correspondence with 
Ismail Pasha. 

They appear to bo on very good terms, and the latter listens to the ex-Khedive's 
advice, which, at any rate for the moment, is not, so I am informed, directed against 
our influence in Egypt. 

Ismail Pasha’s relations with the Sultan are also apparently very friendly, as 1 
recently noticed at a dinner at the Palace. 

The Egyptian Government would, 1 venture to suggest, do well to avoid any action 
which might hurt the susceptibilities of the ex-Khedive, who lias, T am informed, a 
claim pending against Egypt on account of a certain annual payment. 

1 have sent the above to Lord Cromer by telegraph. 


No. 91. 


Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received December 19.) 

(No. 202. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December G, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to trausmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of the 
intelligence Report of November lost, drawn up at the Intelligence Department of 
the Egyptian War Ofllce, and forwarded to me by Brigadier-General Kitchener. 

Itcferriug to my telegram No. 1G7 of to-day's date, I would wish to call your 
Lordship’s particular attention to the remarks made by Major ingate, It.A, 
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Director of Military Intelligence, on pages 10 and 14 and at the end of Appendix B 
of Ins Report respecting the movements of the Belgian force north of the Congo. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER, 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 91. 

Brigadier-General Kitchener to Lord Cromer. 

(Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 5, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to forward you a copy of the diary for the month 
November. 

I have, & c. 

(Signed) II. H. KITCHENER, Sirdar. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 91. 
November Intelligence Report. 


Summary of News contained in Cairo Frontier and Suakin Intelligence Diaries: Cairo 

Diary, November 1 to 30; Frontier Diary, October 24 to November 14; Suakin 

Diary, October 16 to November 23, 1892. 

Omdurmun and Soudan generally .—The stoppage of trade between the Soudan 
and Egypt by the Khalifa’s orders has had the effect of greatly reducing the number 
of arrivals from the interior at cither Suakin, 'J’okar, or Haifa; consequently, little 
reliable information of events within the Soudan has been received. 

It would appear, however, from the attitude of the Dervishes in the vicinity of 
both the Nile frontier and Suakin districts, that the Khalifa, at the last Bairam 
Council of Emirs, decided on a more active policy against Egypt, and instructed the 
various Emirs in command to commence hostilities against the Government outposts. 
AVith what object this renewal of activity on the Khalifa’s part has been entered upon 
is not yet sufficient!}- clear. 11 should be remembered that when any previous operat ions 
on a large scale were being undertaken by the Dervishes, stoppage of trade and raiding 
were invariably the preliminaries to such advances. It is an important fact that at 
the present time the Khalifa is not engaged in any internal wars, and is, therefore, 
lietter able to reinforce his outposts either with a view to cheeking a contemplated 
Egyptian advance, or possibly with the intention of avenging his defeats at Toski and 
Toknr. On the other hand, it is said that this change of policy is merely the outcome 
of the fear that an early advance into the Soudan is contemplated by the Egyptian 
Government, and that Dervish activity on the frontiers will tend to delay this 
movement. Hitherto no definite information has reached Egypt of a contemplated 
Dervish advance down the Nile, but Osman Digna’s movements in the Suakin 
neighbourhood show at least a decided desire on the part of the Dervishes to regain 
their position and authority in that part of the country, but at the same time, Osman 
Digna’s present force is quite inadequate to carry out his object, viz., the recapture of 
the Toknr district, and unless ho receives large reinforcements, he eon for the moment 
do little more than raid and attempt to cut pur communications. There are many 
vague and undefined rumours that large reinforcements are en route for Tokar from 
the Nile, and it is not improbable that Usman Digna may, if he remains, receive some 
addition to his strength. Should he receive large reinforcements, he will no doubt 
make a definite forward movement, probably with a view to securing a footing in the 
Tokar Delta, in which case it will be necessary to crush him as soon as he comes 
within reasonable striking distance; but as long as he remains, as at present, some 
70 to SO miles from Suakin, and with only a comparatively small force, the dispatch 
of an Egyptian expedition to drive him further off would probably easily effect its 
object; but even should it lie thought desirable to dispatch a force so far away from 
its base with the almost absolute certainty that the enemy would not stand, the 
maintenance of such a force in the hills could only continue for a short time, and, 
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when il returned lo Suakin, Osman Dignn would in all probability reoccupy his 
former position, and thus, beyond the reassurance which such an expedition would give 
tho local Arabs, its effect would probably be nil. 

The attempt of the Dervishes to seize a fortified post at Toner in completely 
failed, and Osman Diana’s raiding parties have been pursued whenever it has been 
possible to do so, but they have hitherto made good their escape—this chiefly owing to 
the diflieult nature of the country and the immense distance to be traversed. The 
situation as regards the local Arabs is briefly as follows: 

The establishment of the Oshid post was chiefly with a view to opening a market 
in a central position for tho tribes, and there is no doubt its formation was very 
popular amongst the local Arabs. It was not a military post, but Government 
authority was represented by some twenty-four civil police i|uartcrcd in a small fort. 
"When Osman l)igua approached, the question of the advisability of bringing about a 
military situation so far from the base at Suakin was seriously considered, and it was 
eventually decided that the police should be withdrawn; they were replaced by some 
local Arabs of the Ilamdab tribe, to whom the country actually belongs, but fearful of 
the Dervish advance, they remained in occupation only three days, and then evacuated 
without making any attempt to hold it. 

Osman Digna’s attempts to raise the local Arabs have signally failed; they have 
practically abandoned tho country, and have moved northwards with their flocks and 
cattle; the Sheikhs, when actually called upon, have paid some small tithes of grain 
and cattle to Osman, rather with a view to safeguarding their property from being 
seized than from any wish or desire to assist him in his enterprises. 

This year the rainfall in the Soudan has been exceptionally heavy, and, in 
consequence, there is no lack of food in the interior; even tho hill tribes have succeeded 
in raising small crops in the kliors and valleys; natural conditions arc therefore more 
favourable for Dervish activity than they have been for some time. 

The area under cultivation in the Tokar district is considerably greater than it was 
last year, and it is estimated that there are at present some 100,000 acres under 
cultivation. Throughout the Tokar Delta, at varying distances of from 10 to 20 miles 
from the fort, large villages of Nomad Arabs are to be found who are engaged 
in cultivation and cattle tending; all these Arabs are at present loyal subjects of the 
Government, but the continually increasing extent of the district precludes tho 
possibility of affording all these villages armed protection; consequently, when a small 
raiding' party dispatched by Osman Digna appears in these outlying districts the 
Arabs do nothing in self-defence, and, in the majority of eases, to protect themselves 
from robbery, they will supply tho Dervishes with the cattle and dhurra they demand. 
Some of these Sheikhs, amongst whom were men receiving Government subsidies, have 
been convicted, not only of failing to give the authorities timely warning of tho 
presence or Dervishes in the neighbourhood, but also of having given supplies and 
shelter to Osman’s emissaries. These Sheikhs have now been banished tho country. 

Locusts have created great Iiavoe amongst the crops, and in some districts they 
have consumed everything. Tho Government has sanctioned the reniissinn of some 
of the taxes, and this will no doubt help to popularize Government rule amongst tho 
Aralis. It is questionable, however, whether the fiscal system adopted in the Tokar 
district has not been somewhat too severe on the local inhabitants who have suffered 
Dervish oppression for so many years, and if Tokar is to lie mode an example of the 
beneficent rule of tho Government as compared with the misrule of tho Malulists, a 
very lenient fisenl system will undoubtedly lend to popularizo Government authority, 
and* pave the way to a further development Of its influence. 

A resume of current operations in the Suakin district and of recent telegraphic 
information is attached (Appendix A). 

On the Nile frontier there are also signs of increased Dervish activity, ’flic 
advanced post at Suarda is being steadily reinforced, and latest information is to the 
effect that there are there some 1,500 Baggara and Jaalin, ineluding a number of 
horse and camel men. The alleged differences between the Emil's Osman Azrftk and 
llammuda (see Appendix B), if accurately reported, threw an interesting light on tho 
condition of affairs in tho Dervish outposts. Tho strength of the enemy at Dongola 
is numerically greater than it lias been since prior to Mud Nejuni’s advance in 
1889. 

A party of Dervishes and hostile Bisharin have been marauding in the Eastern 
Desert for some months. They began by a raid on tho Amarah Bisharin, and, after 
driving them northwards, they remained at tho wells or Dcrbicb. 

A descent was recently made on tho Nile at the villago of Gusto!, where some 










cattle were stolon ami the telegraph wire cut; it has now transpired that this raiding 
party consisted of men of the Monasir tribe, and it is rumoured that some 300 men 
arc about to start from Zowara in liar Monasir with a view to seizing Maggarin, a 
small post between Murat Wells and the Nile, and having thus cut oil' communication 
they will endeavour to capture the Ahahdeh Arab post at Murat. 

The subsidized Arab Sheikhs Saleh and liisliir Boys have been dispatched to the 
desert, the former to Murat with Arab reinforcements, and the latter to Ongat, where 
all preparations will he made to resist attack. 

A resume of recent intelligence and telegraphic information from the frontier is 
attached (Appendix B). 

Fashoda .—The departure of Zeki Tnmmal’s force from 1'nshoda (reported in the 
October diary) is confirmed; it is said the force marched first towards Omdurman, hut 
the destination was eventually changed to Abu Haraz on the Blue Nile, where the 
feeding of so large a number of men can he more easily effected than in Omdurman. 
The Emir Abdullah Wad Ibrahim, who it is rumoured is moving with a large force 
vift, lvnssala to Tokar, is one or the most important Emirs under Zeki Tummal; he took 
a prominent part in the siege of El Oheid, fighting on the side of the Government, 
hut joined the Mahdi a few days before the fall; ho rose to a high position on account 
of his successful combats against the Abvssinians in 1S8S-S1). The rumour of his 
advance towards Tokar should he accepted with all reserve; it is discredited by the local 
Sheikhs at Suakin, and no rumour of any such movement has been received from 
native arrivals on the frontier. 

Zeki Tummal is said to have captured 3,000 slaves and a large number of cattle 
from the Shilluks, which he personally took to the Khalifa at Omdurman. 

The presence of a powerful Dervish force at Abu llaraz vendors the dispatch of 
reinforcements towards threatened points, such as lvassnla, the Khor Baraka, and the 
Suakin-Berhcr road, more feasible than before. 

Bahr-cUQhazal and Euuatoria .—The existence of a Belgian force in the south¬ 
western portion of Bahr-el-Ghazal, or 'Western Equatoria, has been known for some 
time, hut it is a curious fact and indicative of the very small amount of intercourse 
which exists between Omdurman and these distant provinces, that hitherto the 
presence of this force is quite unknown to any of the native arrivals from the Soudan. 
Reports are constantly received of the activity of Rabch Zubair in the Far West, and 
it is not improbable that the movements of this Belgian force have been, in some 
instances, put down as those of Rabch Zubair, though there is little doubt there is 
no connection between them. 

Rabch Zubair’s operations are confined entirely to the West, and should he 
succeed in regaining a footing in the former Egyptian Soudan, it is probable his first 
step will he to assert his authority over the Northern Bahr-el-Ghazal and country 
on which Zubair Pasha was formerly supreme. The Belgian movement, on the other 
hnnd, comes from the Congo, and consists of somo 1,000 well-armed natives, with 
several guns under the command of Captain Van derlverkhovo and some fifty Belgian 
officers. In March 1892 the expedition was at Semio’s Zariba, and by this time it is 
possible they may have struck the Nile, probably in the neighbourhood of Lado, 
though no authentic information has been received here of their more recent, 
movements. 

The action of the Belgian Government in thus pushing an expedition eastwards 
and beyond the actual sphere of influence of tho Congo Free State was probably the 
outcome of a desire to prevent French influence extending eastwards in tho Con¬ 
vention of the 5th February, 1886; the limit given to France was found to lie 
inconsistent with the geographical position, and the discovery of tho course of tho 
Molmngi by Mr. Grenfell in March 1885 led to further complications. By an 
agreement made at Brussels on the 29th April, 18S7, it was decided that the Mobangi, 
as far as its intersection with 1° north latitude, should form the frontier between the 
French possessions and the Congo Free State; practically, therefore, the Mobaugi- 
Wollo forms the northern boundary of the Free State till it reaches tho 4th parallel, 
which then becomes the boundary as far as 30° cast, the river being included when it 
licnds north of 4°. It is understood that an agreement exists between France and the 
Gongo Free State by which the former claims tho whole of tho Congo Basin north of 
the line referred to and east of 15° east longitude; under any circumstances,therefore, 
a Belgian Protectorate ovor any of the provinces bordering on the Nile is not 
included in any agreement whatever. Either the Bahr-el-Ghazal and Equatorial 
provinces should form part of the Soudan over which Egypt has a certain claim 
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as having formerly been a portion of her dominions, or these provinces come within 
the British sphere of influence as defined in the Anglo-German Agreement. 

The operations, therefore, of the Belgian expedition are not unlikely to give rise 
to political complications. I attach copies of some interesting documents given to me 
by M. Maskcns, the Belgian Consul-General in Cairo: these documents give an 
accouut of the fall of Bahr-el-Ghaznl to the Mahdists, and contain some interesting 
information regarding southern Bahr-el-Ghaznl and Equatoria. 

Should the Belgian expedition reach the Nile, and have the ulterior object of 
extending its influence down that river, it would seem that the difficulty of doing so is 
not insuperable. The Dervish garrison at Fnshoda having been withdrawn, there is 
now only one small garrison on the White Nile, viz., the penal settlement of Regaf. 
Again, it should be borne in mind that almost all the Negro tribes of Bahr-el-Ghaznl 
and Equatoria are bitterly hostile to the Dervishes; they are naturally fighting races, 
and any European Power, having its expeditionary base in these provinces, should 
have no difficulty in raising any number of recruits who would welcome an 
opportunity of inarching down the Nile, under European leadership, and fighting 
against their natural enemies, the Dervishes. 

It is not intended to assume here that the Belgian expedition has any such 
intentions, or that any movement not in accord with existing Treaties will be initiated 
by the Belgians; but, at the same time, an expedition of the dimensions stated can 
hardly be concerned with purely geographical pursuits alone, and it would be 
interesting, from an Egyptian point of view, to ascertain definitely what the objects of 
the expedition arc, and wliat is the most recent information to hand regarding their 
movements. (Sec Appendix C.) 

Since writing the above further information lias reached Cairo which possibly 
bears on this subject; it will be found embodied at the end of Appendix B. 

Darfur ami Konlofan. —The Report mentioned in the October Diary regarding the 
return of the Emir Mahmud with his force to El Obcid is confirmed. There is a vague 
rumour that Kabch Zubair has captured El Fashcr, but this is probably devoid of 
foundation. 

Galabat .—It is said that recently somo 400 Abyssinians from Galabat went to 
Onulurmau with the intention of joining the Dervishes. 

Kassala. —A Buluk-Bashi, of the former Kassala garrison, and a well-known 
elephant hunter, has recently arrived from Abyssinia, where lie was employed for some 
years. He states that when at Massawa a month ago, lie heard the Italian General 
had received a letter from the Dervishes to the clFcct that, having received reinforce¬ 
ments frontOmdurmnn, they would attack the Italian outposts from Kassala at the end 
of November. ThcGener.il is said to have offered lias Alula 15,000 dollars if he would 
fight the Dervishes, but Alula refused to undertake an expedition unless the Italians 
handed over to him Asmara, which, of course, they refused to do, and in consequence 
the General proceeded himself, with a reinforcement of twelve companies, for 
Senhcit. 

(Signed) F. R. WINGATE, 

War Office, December 3, 1892. Director of Military Intelligence. 


Appendix (A). 

Memorandum on the Situation in the Eastern Soudan. 

(In continuation of Memorandum on same subject in October Intelligence Diary, dated 
October 31.1802.) 

ON the 31st October telegraphic orders were sent to the Governor of Stiakin that the Tumbuk post 
might Im: retained till further orders. 

In a reply to u telegram from Sirdar,(luted the 1st November, regarding reinforcements for Suakin, 
the Governor wired tlmt lie was prepared to move out with it column of 700 of all ranks with transport 
complete by the Oth instant 

On the 3rd November a telegram mis received from Smikin. to the effect tlmt the police foice «t 
Oshid had arrived at Tumbuk,and tlmt the spire rations had Iteen lmnded over to tho Hamdnb tribe. 

tin the 4th November Sirdar wired that if tho dispatch of a column were authorized, it could not 
atari Iteiore tho 0th November, as it was necessary to consult Lord Cramer. 

On the same tlay a telegram was received from Suakin that Osman Digtia had retired from 
Erkowit on the 3rd with a force of 400 men, and was on his way to Aniit; lie hud also recalled his 
patrols from Tokttr. 

On the 5th November tho Sirdar ami Stall' left Cairo for Suakin. where they arrived on tho 
morning of tho 0th Novumhor. The situation was unchanged. Osiuau king still at Amit, in tho Klmr 
Arab to the south-west of Siukat, ami about 70 miles from Suakin. 
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It appears that on tho 30th October Osman Digna sent loiters to all the Sheikhs and Omdehs at 
Tokar, advising them to come to him. A translation of one of the letters is attached. 

Officer commanding Tokar had patrolled with a strong force in various directions, tho cavalry 
proceeding to Dobelaweteb, but nothing lmd been seen of the enemy. 

On tl te 4th November Tahir Digna, with a small party of horsemen, laid robbed some people 
travelling from Tokar to Akik; he had also visited the village of Karur, about 1C miles south-east of 
Tokar, where he had been given some cattle and dhurm bv the villagers. Attempts had been made to 
capture him, but he lmd fled towards J. $obn l>efore the patrols arrived. Several of the local Arabs iu 
the Tokar district had joined Taher Digna. 

On the 10th November n mounted patrol, consisting of ICO cavalry and 50 Camel Corps,started 
from Suakin and travelled vift Tnmbnk, Sinkat, Erkowit, and Tamanih. This patrol returned to Suakin 
on tin* 15th instant, having seen nothing of the enemy (sou attached Report of El Kainmkain Benson 
Bey, commanding patrol). A Sketch and Iload Report were prepared by Captain Guilding, 
D.A.A.O. 

On tho 7th November letters were received from the llamdah Sheikhs to tho effect that they were 
holding Oshid with sixty men. and that they would have nothing to do with Osman Digna. 

On the 11th November other letters were received from these Sheikhs, stating that, alarmed by 
the proximity of Osman, they had evacuated Oshid, but they begged assistance, and naked for informa¬ 
tion as to the intentions of tho Government; they reported Osman to l*e at Ifayoyob, near Amit, and 
that ho had sent out several messenger* to collect " Zvka ” tithes of dhurra and cattle. 

The Ilomdah had also evacuated Kokreb, which was now occupied by AH KomQabi, who held 
Osman Digna's authority to collect the tithes on merchandize passing through. 

On the 12th November tho Sirdar proceeded on inspection t» Tokar, returned to Suakin on the 
loth, visited Taurbuk on the 17th, and embarked for Suez on the 20th, and arrived at Cairo on tho 
24th. 

On the 14th November information reached Suakin that Osman Digna had received reinforce¬ 
ments, consisting of some 200 Baggara and Blacks and 50 horsemen, from Berlier, under a Bnggam 
Emir, named Mohammed Zoin. 

On tho loth November two men, who were sent to see what lmd happened to Oshid, returned to 
Suakin, amt stated they had found the place entirely destroyed and deserted. 

It was re]K>rted that Mou$sa Digna had been scut to Adimiirmb to get provisions. It was also 
rumoured that Kz Zaki, the Emir of Berlier, lmd complained to the Klmlifa of the injury done to trade 
on the Suakin-Burlier road by the action of Osman Digna, and 1 logged that he (Osman) might ho 
recalled. 

On the 17th Novemhor Osman Digna dispatched a force of 80 horsemen, 120 riflemen, und 
200 spearmen, under Mohammed Zein, via Adult and Setimb, to mid near Tokar. This party reached 
the villuge of llarur at noon ou the 20th, where they killed eight or nine Artoga inhabitants, including 
Mohammed Adam, tho now sheikh of the Shainb Mucholl Bey, commanding nt Tokar, arrived at 
Uamrat dawn on the 22nd instant, intending to attack this party, but they had already made ofT; it 
apj>cars that they retired iu the direction of Tomrin, where a small fort 1ms been built. Tho garrison 
of this post, recently consisting of u detachment from Tokar, hud been replaced by some Mulengu 
Arabs, under the command <>f Abdolkmlor Bey. At sunset on the 23id November Mohammed Zein's 
force attacked Tainrin in a most determined manner, the road to Tokar during tho attack being hold by 
Dervish horsemen, 

The Dervishes attempted to scale the walls, hut were driven oil with the loss of seventeen killed 
and .several wounded (all those killed were Baggiuas and Blacks). Officer commanding Tokar, 
immediately on receiving news of tin* attack, dispatched reinforcement* from Tokar, but the Dervishes 
had retired, and, on information being received that the enemy had retreated toward.* Setimb, 
Moohell Bey proceeded thither with ti force with the intention of intercepting them. A force of 
cavalry was also dispatched from .Suakin with instructions to combine with the Tokar force und 
endeavour to cut off the niidera. On arrival of the force* ut Setimb it was found to be clear of tho 
enemy, who ate reported to have made good their escape through the Gemiloh country, and to ho 
en route to join Osman at Amit. 

During these operations the telegraph wire between Suakin and Tokar was cut, but lias now been 
repaired. 

On the 17th Novemlier a new post was established lia)f-\vay between Tokar and Tub, named 
Tebawanin ; a well has been dug, a sunl-bag redoubt built, mid the place garrisoned by Shaggieh and 
black Bushi-tia/.ouks. 

On tin* 2nd December a telegram was received from Suukin, stating that a spy lmd arrived from 
Osman Digna's camp, who reported that Osman had received a letter from tin,* Khalifa, who lmd 
refused all assistance, and gave Osman the option of remaining or returning. Osman was dispatching 
all his bagguge to Tniiiwaui, 45 miles from Amit, iu the direction of the Atbara, and was preparing to 
follow on the 30th November. The Tokar raiding party had rejoined Osman, hut all their horses, 
except seven, living completely exhausted, had been left iu Warribu. The Tanibuk jioitt is held by n 
detachment of sixtv men of 1st Battalion. 

(Signed) F. It. WINGATE, D.MJ. 

War 0(R«, D<«mb<r 3, 1802. 
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Letter from Osman Digna to Sheikk Amaru Abu Sin. 


(Translation.) 2nd Jtabi-rl-Tani, 1310. 

In the name of God the Compassionate, the Merciful. Prayers lie to God the Gracious Killer,nud 
blessing of God be on our Lord Mohammed and his revered family, with salutations. 

From the servant of his God, Osman Abu Baler Dignu. 

To the Honourable Anmra Mohammed Hamad Abu Sin, may God be a guide to him, Amen. 

After salutation-. I inform you that the true believer strives to uphold the religion, ami seeks 
the world to come, ami should have no other intention. You know well that I wish you nil good and 
safety, and I regard you just us 1 regard my own soill, and l being most anxious to see you in tlm 
right way and being moved by compassion, I write you this letter, which I send by the bo.uur 
Mohammed Taller Ibu Ali l)iguo, who has been npjiointcd by me an “ Amel " 6ver Toknr district to 
besiege and light the infidels in the district, and I wish you to desert tho infidels uud join him as soon 
us he arrives, and, together with him, light those infidels. 

Do that ns soon as ivossible, lest you lose tlm chance. If yon obey yon have nothing to fear; you 
shall be pardoned for the past, and u full Aniaii of God, the Prophet, his Maluli, the Khalifa, ami 
myself will he given to you. You have only to join the cause without delay. May God lead you in 
tlm right wav. Amen. 

(.Sealed) OSMAN DIGNA. 


D.A.A.G., Intelligence, Toketr, Novatobce 3, 18112. 

Attached letter from Osman Digna to Anmra Abu Sin, Sheikh of tlm Shukfioh, is one of many 
circulated by Dervish Emissaries in tlm Toknr sub-district. 

1 have received a few others besides this, hut as a mle the Sliciklw refuse to admit that they have 
received any. 

(Signed) MACH ELL, Commandant, T.S.O. 

Others subsequently obtained, but considered desirable to retain them in case of accident to 


Pa-port of Mounted Patrol to Sinkat and Erkowit. 

D.A.A.G.. 

With reference to Suri);in Station morning older of the 10th November, 1392, ami confidential 
instructions forwarded to me under your No. s. I). 5. 2433 of the «amo date, I have the lnumur to 
report as follows:— 

1. Table showing dates of arrival, with rate of marching and itinerary, is appended herewith; also 
a marching in stale. 

2. Paragraph 9 of your instructions has been kept in view, and thoroughly complied with fur 
us could l»o done without remaining a whole day at Sinkat, 

The nmreli from Tnmlmk to Sinkat is a long and trying one for man and Leant, nud a day’s rest 
then' would have been desirable, but ibis was rendered impossible bv our having ouu day's rat ion 
short. 

3. Throughout the patrol none of the enemy were met with; the only news obtained at Sinkat 
was that Osman Digtm was with bis force ulAmit.aud that the force lie had detached to destroy Oshid 
had returned to his head-quarters the evening before our arrival at Sinkat. 

4. At Erkowit tlm huts constructed by Osman Digim's force during their stay were till standing 
They numbered 124 in all. Tho water in tlm wells at Erkowit on our arrival there Was very bad, but 
improved nftcr drawing out a considerable quantity. 

.fudging from llm lints at Erkowit I do not think that Osman can have had more than 300 men 
with him. 

r>. 1 consider that more than ordinary precautions ought to be taken by any mounted patrolling 
party Wfore entering the •* Akaba " between Tauilmk and Sinkat, and between Sinkat nud Erkowit. 

These me both dangerous places to be attacked in, ami mounted flunking parties are an 
impossibility. 

0. I have no casualties to re put as regards men and horses, with tho exception of eleven horses; 
ali came in to Suakin lit uud sound, mid carrying their lidois. Somo sore bucks, but there must 
always he with the saddles in their present condition. 

7. In conclusion, 1 wish to record the very aide assistance I received from Bimbashi Tlnmston, 
SUfi’ Olliccr, ltimhodii O’Gounol, Transport OfUcer, and from tho Officers commanding 2nd and 5th 
wpiadrons cavalry and the Camel C.Vps; also from Captain Guilding, D.A.A.G., accompanying tho 
patrol, and from tlm ollicers of the Medical and Veterinary Departments. 

In fact, all ollicers, non-commissioned ollicers, and men seemed united in trying to further tho 
objects of tlm patrol by tho cheerful and energetic way in which they carried out all duties assigned 
to them. 

(Signori) HENSON, Katmakam, 

Commanding the Patrol. 

November 16,1892. 

Adjutant-General. 

Forwarded. 

(Signed) Hu.xtei:, lava, 

Commanding Suakin District. 

November 19, 1892. 









Time Table. 


D*u. 

From. 

To. 

DUUncv. 

Time. 

Rate 

per Hour. 

Remarks. 



j 


b. 

in. 

Mila. 


h'otrmbtr 10.. 

Suakin 

II nr*, dob 

10 

2 

10 

3J 

Gc*>d ronil. 

Nonatbcr >1.. 

lUmlub .. 

Tamhuk .. 1 

13 

4 

10 

3| 

fltod road. 

Norcmber 12 .. 

Tambuk . • 

S»nk«t .. 

32 

11 

00 

2* 

Klrtl h»l/, .lotity, then preclpit.tr pin , 
.frond half, good jotn^, but tindjr in 
pUeo, »nd bu»h thirl. 

Novtmhor 13.. 

Sinlutt 

Ertoall, vii | 
Gibrt 

22 

3 

30 

*1? 

Kint quarter, fiif, the remainder rtrj 
.tooi'jr ; lb*' l--t route I. lUmiineh 
rood. 

Notrmbcr 14.. 

Erkowit .. 

Tamcnib ,. 

22 

7 

30 


Kirtt quarter, stonejr, then Ion* »t«p 
" Alibi.” The Uit llurd of lie di»- 
Unw Rood going. 

Nofttubfr 15*. 

Tamauib •. 

Suakin .. 

22 

6 

30 

3A 

First 3 luilee, rather stonry; the rv- 
malndrr excellent going. 


Tlx ditUnoe. are jiomiM; .lightly under otlmated. Tbr tlmr. ire In terry cite Mcluihre of Halt*. 


Sued in, November 19, 1892. 


(Signed) BENSON, Kaimnkam. 


Appeudix (B). 

A IUnmU of reeent Intdligtnct and Telegraph ic Information from the Frontier. 

It is rumoured that the intention of the Dervishes is to send small patrols towards Mograt to 
occupy the attention of the Egyptian mounted troops, whilst they dispatch a larger body to mid within 
the frontier. 

Egyptian mounted troops patrol constantly towards Selims, Ambigol, and Akasheh. 

In consequence of anticipated raids, the 6th Battnliorr was distributed in detachments along Itoth 
kinks of the river north of Haifa, with their head-quarters at Deberro. 

It is stated that llnnimuda, the Emir of Suardn, recently dispatched spies to Debcrra, who 
returned and reported that military posts had been established on Ixttli bunks. Humimula then ordered 
raiding parties to proceed by both kinks towards Argin and Debcrra, but bis men, who nre mostly 
Jaalin, refused to go unless led bv Osman Azrak. Consequently, llammuda wrote to the Emir Vunia 
rit Dougolu, asking that Osman Azrak should be sent. Osman Azrak said be would only consent on 
condition that be should lie made (Jovernor of .Snkkut. llammuda then summoned the Chiefs, and 
suggested that lie should command the raiding parties, but his pro|>osition was refused by the Jaalin, 
who affirmed that they would not go except under the leadership of Osman Azrak. The force at 
Suardu is said to consist of 800 Jualiu, -100 Baggm-.i, 120 horse*, and 220 camels. 

The recent mid on the Amoral) Bisbnrin by a party of Dervishes in the Eastern Desert under 
Adhm is fully continued. This party was reported to In; at th<> Wells of Dcrbiek 

On the early morning of the 20th November a party of supjiosed Dervishes raided on tire village 
of Gustol, on the east hank near Serrn East, ami cut the telegraph wire. They were fired on by some 
of the villagers, and in their Iliglit to the hills they left behind them tiro prisoners and cattle they had 
seized, which were all recovered, and a detachment of tnx>i«s was at once sent to the scene of the 
descent. It subsequently transpired that these mulcts were Anita from the Monasir country, a ml on 
the 1st Docomlier the Governor of the frontier telegraphed that lie had authentic information that a 

C ’ of some 300 of these Arabs under Awaid, of the Monasir, ami Badli ami Adlan, of the indiuri 
iloiah, were about to start from Zawara, in the I)ur Monasir country, with the object of seizing the 
Magnrin post to the north-west of Murat Wells, thus cutting communication Imtwcon that jiost and 
tlic Nile. 

Sheikh Saleh, who is responsible for the mainteimnee of the Murat post, has left Konxsko with 
some Arab reinforcements, ammunition, and supplies, while Bishir 1 ley has proceeded to Ong.it with 
the object of safeguarding the north-east portion of the desert. 

It is believed that these arrangements will lie sufficient to arrest any Dervish movement which 
may 1« intended in the Eistcm Desert. 

Humour* have reached the frontier that the Emir Aim Girgvli recently left Omdurmau with a 
large force to reinforce Osman Digna. No such rumours have reached Suakin, and from information 
brought to Cairo by merchants it appears tlmt AlmGirgeh’s destination is the Bahr-el-Gebol and Equa- 
toria. It seems that a steamer arrived from the south bringing important information, in consequence 
of whicli AhuGirgch quitted Oindunuau witli 0,000 men in steameis about live or six weeks ago, and 
was liberally supplied by the Khalifa with arms, ammunition, ami money. If this information turns 
out to lsi accurate, it is very nrobablo that this movement is directed against some invasion of the 
southern districts—ponihty the Belgian expedition; hut at present it is impossible to arrive at a 
definite conclusion on the subject 

Tho same merchants deny the rumours that the Emir Abdullah Wad Ibrahim is en route for 
Tokur with reinforcements. Ho has merely proceeded to Abu Harez to join Zoki Tummal, who has 
received the Khalifa's instruction!) to hold Ids force in readiness to proceed to any point threatened. 


Lib 
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There is considerable alarm in Omdunnau that Kassalu is about to Ikj occupied by the Italians 
and the old revolt of Wad Tur-el-Guri in Karkoj lias received fresh stimulus, and is giving tho Khalifa 
some anxiety. 

(Signed) ¥. It. WINGATE, 

Director of Military Intelligence. 

War Office, December 3, 1892. 


Appendix (C). 

Lt Mamballu et les Contrla aroisimnles. £vInemaUs qui re font prodnits depute U D/part dee flgyptiene 
jvsqua FArMc ties Agents de F£tat Indtpendant. 

Junker et Casati donneut nvee details l’histoiiv ties vicissitudes de la Province do Guniguru, 
e'est-u-diro, du pays des Manibattus et des contrees voisines. 

Jo no dois i)as y rovenir. 

La visito d’Emin Hey avait neuim* plus ou nioins los populations et fnV] sous un hommo plus 
conscicneieux et plus hoiinetO qu'o Houosch Effcndi. Cclles-ci lasses d intrigues wt do massacres 
so jemient mpprochecs sans arriere-pensee d’un Gouvernement qni po’uvnit letir assurer la pnix ct la 
tranquillity. 

Malheureusemcnt, la situation generalo des affaires de l'Hntolestiva (Kquatoria) exigea la 
concentration des forces Kgyptiennes sur le Ttnhr-el-Guobel. Les gamisons du Maml«attu furent 
rapptlees. 

Les ambition^, les jalousies, les passions sc mnnifestArcnt plus intenses quo jamais, et les belles 
contrces devinrent une foi* do plus le t lit/litre de luttes fratricides; les kindils de Nyangin: et do 
Kebonghe nrrivt!* sur les confius de In province trouvf-rent lit un chump supcrl* pour leurs intrigttes et 
lours operations malhonnetes. 

Main nvant do donner le re-cit succinct des dyduGmonts voyons quelle etuit In situation ait moment 
du depart des Egyptians. 

Gambari rv'gna sur In t entree sittiec ii 1’cstdo Jangnra sur unepartic ties nnciens Etats Kodnbo sur 
les Monvus au sud, MTlitduw, tils d'Hatulo, est suzerain des M’Bessongn de Mantanga et des 
M'Burambos. 

Los Manibattus du sud eonaomreut une independence relative; ils avaient obtenu dot ravailler 
direetement pour le Gouvernement Egyptien ; tel t-tait, par exempli*, le cas d’Assangn. 

Tons les Chefs cites ei-do.ssus sauf As.s,ingn eUuont infeodds nu Gouvernement Egyptien, et 
ceduiont on grande partio In jiossesaion do lour tenitoire mix Dongolaisos et nux fouctionuairea 
hgvpt ions. 

Gmnlxiiis, tils d’un forgeron, rogue sur des Manibattus, et est eonsiddnS comtne un usurpatonr. 

Yttngnra, bien que Mnmbattu.cst mtssi consider^ coinmo un tel, parte qu’il occupo Fangari; quant 
4 M’lSittauu. <)ui est a SandiS, t o chef n usurpe et l'nutorite ot loponvoir do Mumbngn. 

Comme jo I'ui dejft dit, tons les Chefs dovalent lo nmintien do bien lour pouvoir a la pivsenee des 
forces Egypticunes; le depart de eolles-ci allait dom- order pour eux une situation critique. 

Kodnbn, Chef do Monvus, disparut; todtofois, nvnutle depart des Egypt ions, accuse do trahison, il 
fut livre mix agents du Gouvernement par son froroGuiukdi et mounit on oaptivite ATaimasi (decapitd 
par Furdjaka). Son fn're fut pour prix de si trahison lioinme Chef de la place do Kodnba. 11 rogue 
encore uujounl'hui. 

M'Hittima, uvec «■- faiblex forces, n'uvuit aucun irspoir de so mniutenir nu milieu des A'llcssmigu 
et ATsiramlxis. 11 so reconcilia nvec son frdro llundo, et opera sa retraite -.ms guerre; il alia s’etablir 
4 Vest do la Dungn, ou non-* le trouveroiis dans j>eit do jours. 

lx-- div i i'iuliiiits de Message et des Mmnlauga rciitrvrent dans le pay* abandonin' par M'liittuuui, 
et en fureut recount!* lea raoUrcs. 

Mai Mounzu, trls jeuno, regna sous l,i tntelle des fro res de Mtimbnugn. 

C.lin'Mri, dent l’ambitioii emit Sana froin, entropreud une conijwgne vers lo aud. qontrc A'Sunga 
Ncpoko et les Mnrodc. Il est vuinouet tue, et le deuiembieiiient de sox Viiatex EtnU s'opero. 

Sc- fie res, N'Cuinzief Amnia, so donneut u M'ltittinm. 

Atloro, tils tie N'D.iri, un Mafgo, -e m.iiutient duns In xernhn de GnmUiri, el conserve son iude- 
poiidunce 

D’autres Chefs se ilispersont tlms le moutagnes ou quittent le pays pour so mottro sous la 
protection de Chefs plus puissant 

I a.* deinembremeiit tin lloymuno tie Giunbaii fut un triomplie pour les Manibattus, el l’espoir luut 
vint d’eiiiutner Jaugnro et tie roprotulro Tttngasi. 

Mn|s o'est vers cette tSpoque qu'apparurent -air le Ndpoko b > Arab s de Mounie, Moliara, et de 
Kil-Jiigiie. Ils reeraiiuii; -cut le pays en s'y rendailt couimu coiitmeie.ini-*, etudient les relations entie 
lex Chef-*, et la valeur des diverse* alliances qu'ils ponvunt so crocr. Ils pone treat deux fois jinqu'fi 
Jmigura, lui aolieteiil de l’ivoiro moyounniitdes fusils ft piston Cl dci Rcmillgtoin vole*> ii “ l’Kuiu Belief 
KxjiediUon." Ils entroivnl plus tie 30 tonnes tl’ivoire, et se rctiivnt en llattnut les visees ainbitieuses de 
M'ikdn, tils tie. Mouuuzn, qui vout chnsser Vangara. 

Co fut une neriodo d'attento; le.s Arabes, njuvs avoir evucuti lour ivoire, rovicutumt eu maitre. Ils 
u'nppuient sur M’l’sdu, et souuictteiit Assuiigu Ncpoko, qui meurt tpielque temps npiete 

Tollman, 111* d'Assatigu, ehasse fi sou tour M’Hula, qui revieiit avco les Arabes, et qui les conduit 
oho/. M'ltelin, et Assmiffit I’opu. 
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Cos deux Chefs se souvenunt lies anticlines luttos eontre Kama ct du meurtre de Balnnga, fds do 
Monuai par Bauli, se ruent & leur tour sur les Mata-Mntampa sur les Asandi. Kanna vaincu, lea 
conduit cnez son neveu Sauli, voleur dcs ornements du Grand Tikitnn. 

Toutes ces mognifiques contrves deviennent un theatre do desolation. 

Munis de butin, d’ivoirc ct d’cschives, les Arabes so rctirent pour niettrc les riehesscs conquises ft 
l’abri. 

Ils ont entendu parlor vaguement do l’approchc du Blanc. I-c-s Ambcs declaront qu'ils ont leure 
servitudes ot parlent de nos bateaux et dcs riclicssoa quo nous possedons; ]>eut-etrc rfivout-ils 
(destruction du camp) de nous exploiter com mo ils ont exploit*? d’nutros Blancs. 

La destruction du comp de la Mohongo leur npprendra la verity. 

Les Mala Matambo Arabes de Tippo-Tip sent arrives an pied du Mont Mondjemnw et moi 
Monuzn invoquo leur aide eontre Jancnra. Nos operations sur lo Boniakoudi les obligcnt i» la retmito: 

M'Bala est plus heureux avec fappui d’une baudo de Mata-Matamba Ambcs et une multitude 
de Muurliattus; it pdn&tro jusqu’ft Taiignsi. et unlove la place, Yangara est vaincu, nmis nvaut do ho 
decider ft la rot mite il vent essnyer un dernier effort. II met le fen ii sa belle residence, oblige les 
envahisscurs ft se rctirer et les massacre presque tous dans leur rctmite, qui est devenn into deroute. 
M’Bala est tue d'un coup do lance: tin grand nombre do Maiubattus |*. { mscut et peu de Mata* 
Matambos parvionuont h s’enfuir. Ces nuuheureux alimenteront encore pendant longtcmps hi cuisine 
des Chefs de Yangara. Co Chef a reinis a M’Milz ce qui restait encore de ces bandits—environ vingt- 
cinq; ils sont presque tous Bakoumous. 

Yangara etait sauve; mnis uue tcinpfjto plus terrible s'nmonoeln sur sa tele. 

Ia fin de 1'ainiee sera la fin de rna puissance ct do mon existence; ainsi Yangara earactdrisa-til la 
situation ? 

Exigera-t-il ? Non. 

L’uuitl est nltablic dans la famillo d'Ando, ennemi ctornel de Yangara. la pvre est assure de la 
soumisaion de ses fils; les freres se sout reconcilids. 

Cette union a singulierement ddveloppe la puissance de cetto fainillc d’Avorengoura. 

Hando s’est retire vers Test laissant son aneien territoire a Kukua ct Ambicmbo. M’Bittimn s’est 
dtendu sur les tleux rives du Kibali jusqu'au territoire de lleugo, Chef des Soggos; il est inaitre d’une 
grunde partie du territoire. 

Itcn/.i, un autre fils, est installs dans le Makraka, oii il a soumis a son autorite les Mmulus, les 
Abakns, Ct lea Idioj. 

Void d’apres Semio le refit des ev«5nements qui ont amene la chute de Lupton Bey en 1883. 

Los forces qui occupnient la zorilxi Solimnn Dom Siber sc composaieut d'uue eompngnie 
n-guliere .'.gyptionuo forte de 150 homines, de 50 artilleurs Egyptiens servant deux cations, et d'un 
batoillon Soudunuis eompreunut 000 homines. Qiiand I.upton llcy fut iuformo des intentions ties 
Mahdiistcs il fit nppol ii Pernio pour qii’il vlut 1‘aider dans la resistance qu'il complnit opmser it 80S 
enuemis. Sumo se rendit mi disir de Lupton Bey et lorsqu'il urriva u la zi’riha los Muhdiistes 
n’etaient plus qu’k deux joiirnees de nuirehe. la situation n etait pas brillmite; Ion leguliers 
Egypt ions, tous Miisulmnns, terrorises par 1’airivec des Mnhdiisto.i leur nvniriil envoyo dcs omissaires 
charges do leur upprendre qu'ils so soumettaient au Mulidi. Les Soudunais, decouragijs par l’attitudedc 
leur* officiers tluncs, refusaieiit de .«« Ixittre; eeiicridqnt Lupton Boy ne vonlut pas ho rendre, et a la 
u'to do qindqu's Soudminis et accompngite do Semio, il so porta A la rencontre de* enuemis et les 
repouare. llevenu ii la zorila ot voyant qu'il ne piiivnit nbsoliunout pas compter sur les troupes, il 
s’unteudii avec Sernio pour quo colui-ei prepare s-a retruito vers la zerilxt Semio; de lii il comptait se 
rendre chez N'Doruma el timber de rejeiiidre Emin Bey ft I-ido. Pain ce but il lui tit prendre 
nuitaiiimoiit des urines et des munitions dan-' les magasim* » t le fit partir lo lendemnin pour preparer 
les trou|s.s, lss vivres, et e'est ainsi qu’on put s'cxpliquer lo graud nombre de fusils qui so i reinvent en 
la possession do Semio. 

Pendant l’abseuce do Semio, Lupton Bey fut du nouveau attaque par lei Mululi'ste, arrive* en 
grand nombre du lkdir-ol-L»jeliel, et fut vaincu Semio ignore ce qu'il oil devenu; los utis pn'tendent 
qu’il ii etc tue; les autre•> qu’il a etc amene hi ruptivitv: environ soixnnte Souduuuis ])arvinreiit ft 
sVeliapper ot e refiigieroiit nupres do Semio,oil ils •«• trouvent aetuellemeut. 

A pres la prise <lc SoUmun-dcuj*Sil<'r une jurtie di •> Mulidiistes se dirigea vers le and dans le but do 
venir atluqucr Sdutio pair !e piinir d’avoir j>orte secouns a Lupton Bey. A lour uppnlu- une grande 
partie do In population s'enfuit. L'atl'ui 1 ijubhir. Xongtni, &c., itUorcnt f'etalilirdnns I'Oilolle; d'nutres. teltt 
quo Semio, Su.viu, (juuido, no voiilitront pus ttbuiidoituer leur territoire sans couibatUv. La lutto out 
lieu pres de I'aucionne zerilm du Semio ct les Azaudi fluent cuitmiuG de so reliier. Main en battont 
on reunite ils flrent lo vide demon- onx et les Soudanum furent forces par In famine de quitter le pays. 
A la suite de «< - cvjnements Semio s’etabUtftl'emplacoment qu'il occupo uctiiellcmeiit, nmis conserva 
son niicioiUiC I' -idoiico, comtimtidde netncllomcnl par sou fils et mccessour Bodowtf. 

L'ancienne Moiuliria-dem-Siber c*l resto ubiudoiiit'V, nmis nnC'liof Gollio, noninid 1 ■ouiuiip, oecupd 
la zc'rilci Delcb. Sernio a des relations avec Ini ot dit <|n’il ora pivvoliu par lui dans Icons |>eu probable 
oil les Dervjehc i teulcruiout do I’attaquer tie nouveau. 

I)’a]iria Svmio, i! existeroit daus le 1 tftrfour trots t'iiofs 1 Krviclu - lx- plus rnpprechc de son pays 
seinit dtahli sur le IJiihr-eLArub ot so uotnmemit Abou-Muxiani. 


/Allrt <lu Sul f>m Afoh ■ o/1 td'uUtu~Elhl\t'inUii mi Sultan S/hi io. 

J’ai recn la votiu par le potteur l'l-ini-Aluncd. do vou* envois la presento par la susdite 
p.rsonnc. J'ai voulti idler vous voir cliez vons, nmis jo preforo quo vons veniez chez moi le plus tot 
possible et vous auroz lienutsmp de capsule do poudre, et de cuttouches. scion votro duuumde. J’cu 
ni osrez {>our vous. 










8i lux ouuciuU Ics Dcrviolies vioimont vous uttaquor, Dicu vous protugora; nccraignez non. Voua 
pouvez done venir cliez inoi pres <lu l).\r TuArchit lc plu3 vitc possible. 

Mon cber, jo vous remeroic do votro beau cadeau. do vous unvote un TuWtc mantcau do letolTo 
ct tin tarboueb. Vous r^covroz choz nous lo dnqK'au de vicloiro. Lc Sultan Abklia-i-OmarEbbiknnvi 
vous accompogrienv choz nous. Jo vous infonno quo lo Vizir Adam Bouclie et moi n’avons qu'tino 
memo nutorito. .To vous saluo bien atnicalcment. 

(Signd) LK SULTAN MOILAMKD A BOW KLKHAIItATA. 

File dii Sultan Nibrahim. 

/.•' 10 Ramadan, 1300, dt t'I light. 


Lttlre ilu Sultan Omar-d-Bnlari au Sultan Simio Takama. 

.To vous saluo d’nbord et jo vous infonno quo j’ni rencontre lo Sultan Alton Klkluuriita, tils 
tlTbmhlni. 

Tout it coup nous futnos attaquds par let enmnnis, niais jo snis parvenu it mVnfutr et jo mo suis 
rt5fugie cltoz Moniuned Gamin, ot "Plo ii 1'intenmMi.tiro do Mahmoud Altined, l’affairo a £t<3 itimngio 
parco qUu je me suis sounds it I’nutorite ilu Klutlife-el-Mahdi, it Darfour; inais lo Sultan Abou-ol- 
Kbairiita n'a pos voulu fairc s:t souinissioii et s’est rendu cliez Baker 1’acltn. Moi nussi, jo vettx fuire l» 
mfitnc c1io«e, inais il vous demande iustamment votro aide ainsi quo celui do vos vassaux afin quo jo 
profile do cetto occasion pour voils rejoindm 

(Sij-ite) LK SULTAN OMAR-EL-BAKAIU. 

I.- 9 Ramadan, 1307. 


No. 92. 

Lord Cromer to the Lari of Rosebcrg,—{Received December 19.) 

(No. 20:5. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 12, 1892. 

THE observations contained in the notes written by Sir Rcdvors Duller and 
Sir Francis Grenfell, which were forwarded to me in your Lordship’s despatch No. 173 
of the 2nd instant, render it necessary for mo to write at somewhat greater length than 
heretofore on the present situation at Suakiu and the neighbourhood. 

I need only allude very briefly to events which have already taken place. On the 
27th October Mr. 1 tardinge telegraphed to your Lordship that the Dervishes had 
occupied Sinkat and Krkowit. On the 31st Mr. Hardingc sent a further tolegrara 
statin" that Colonel Hunter wished to send a column against, the Dervishes. 
Mr. llardinge was inclined to view this proposal favourably* but he added that, a dual 
decision would be postponed until I had arrived at Cairo. 

I arrived on the evening of the 2nd November. On the 3rd l saw General 
Walker and General Kitchener separately. I found that General Kitchener was 
in favour of sending n column of 1,000 moil from Siuikin lo drive the Dervishes out of 
Sinkat and Krkowit. General Walker, on the other hand, although by no means 
strongly opposed to the adoption of this measure, was rather doubtful as to the 
necessity ami desirability of sending a detached column so far from its base. It was 
arranged that wo should moot together and discuss the question on the morning of tho 
till. The result of our discussion would probably have been that 1 should havo 
telegraphed to your Lordship requesting the sanction of Her Majesty’s Government to 
tho dispatch of the column. On tho morning of the tth, however, news arrived from 
Suakin that Osman Digtin had retired. (See my telegram No. 156.) It appears that 
ho had heard of preparations for an advance being made at Suakin, and at onco 
decided not to await the attack of tho Egyptian troops. The result appears to mo to 
havo justified General Walker’s hesitation, for it is certain that Osman Digna would 
havo retreated, and that tho Egyptian troops would not have beeu able to como 
up with him. 

A reconnaissance was subsequently made to Sinkat and Krkowit, but no Dervishes 
wero encountered. They attacked Temcrcn, near Tokar, however, and were driven 
back bv tho friendly Arabs with considerable loss. 

As regards Oshid, 1 have to remark that, until my return hero lately, I was quite 
unaware that it. had been occupied. Its occupation by the Egyptian police was, 
I think, an error, and was certainly contrary to the policy which, as I understood, was 
to be pursued at Suakiu. 

It is more important to turn to the future. I would, however, in the first 
instance, invite your Lordship’s attention to tho correspondence which took plnco 
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towards the close of 1890 and the beginning of 1891 as regards the reoccupaliou of 
Tokar. The principal documents are to he found in “Egypt No. 2 (1892).’’ The 
Government of the time was very reluctant to, sanction any forward movement. Tho 
numerous communications which Lord Salisbury addressed to me on the subject showed 
that what was most feared was that any departure from a purely defensive attitude 
would lead to one forward movement after another, until the Egyptian Government, 
supported by Her Majesty’s Government, would ho insensibly drawn into a policy of 
reconquest, which, under present circumstances, would he undesirable, because prema¬ 
ture, and which would not improbably he impossible of execution by the Egyptian 
Government if left to rely wholly on its own resources. Great ns was tho inconve¬ 
nience which resulted from the presence of the Dervishes at Tokar, I should certainly 
have preferred to hear with them, rather than to reoccupy the district, had I thought 
that there was any real risk of events taking tho turn which was feared in London. 
But I was most positively assured that no such fears need he entertained. 

On the 20th December, 1890, I addressed a scries of questions to Sir Francis 
Grenfell (see iuclosure to my despatch No. 26 of the 3rd February, 1891), one of which 
was as follows :— 

“Would it he possible on military grounds to remain in occupation of Tokar and 
Handout) without any further advance being made ? I am particularly desirous that 
this question should he very carefully considered." 

Sir Francis Grenfell’s answer was as follows:— 

“The occupation of Tokar demands no further advance. The very reasons that 
render an attack by Dervishes on Tokar so difficult would cause further military 
operations from Tokar to he extremely ditficult and arduous,and though the difficulties 
would not bo insurmountable, why, when holding the fertile ground, should any one 
advance iuto the desert ? ” 

It was in consequence of my pressing arguments of this nature on the late 
Government that a somewhat reluctant assent was given to the rcoocupntiou of Tokar. 
But Lord Salisbury added, in telegraphing to me on the 7th February, 1891:— 

“It should be understood that Her Majesty’s Government object as strongly as 
ever to any further advance into the interior, and expect that the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment will maintain an effective control over the military authorities in that respect." 

I venture to draw your Lordship’s attention to this correspondence, because there 
appears to me to he at least a risk that tho principles of policy which dictated the 
rcoccupation of Tokar may lie forgotten, and that the fears expressed by Lord Salisbury 
at the time may be realized. 

In his Memorandum of the 11th November Sir Francis Grenfell says:— 

“ After the capture of Tokar, with the consent of the Egyptian Government l 
issued ns Sirdar a Proclamation announcing that the Government bail resumed its 
responsibilities in the Eastern Soudan, and that it would protect tho tribes in case of 
any future Dervish incursions.” 

Sir Francis Grenfell advocates the rcoccupation of Sinknt. 

Further, Captain Guilding, the Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General of the Army 
of Occupation, who recently accompanied the reconnaissance to Sinkat and Erkowit, 
lias recently written a Report, which General Walker has kindly placed at my 
disposal. In this Report tho following passages occur:— 

“Proclamations were at the same time (i.r., early in 1891) issued to all concerned 
to the effect that a stable Government would be established, that the country would he 
held by Egyptian garrisons, and that Osman Digna would never be permitted to 
terrorize the Eastern Soudan again. Nothing could he more explicit than the tenour 
of these Proclamations, which, in the plainest terms, afford protection to tho loyal, 
and jwrdon to tho disaffected tribes.” 

Captain Guilding says that he is “strongly of opinion that the only straight¬ 
forward policy is to hold certain fortified pasts by police or friendly Arabs.” And he 
adds: “The time has assuredly passed for a standstill or retrograde policy. Tho 
English Government is alone responsible for the future of the Eastern Soudan; and 
their policy in this part of Africa should, ami indeed must, ho fully considered in 

relation to such action as is being taken elsewhere. 

“Dervish rule, which must before long he in contact with European-protected 
territory, cannot exist much longer under present conditions. 1 am convinced that a 
policy such as 1 have indicated above, if pursued with the necessary vigour and 
intelligence, will in future become a not unimportant factor in a question which must, 
sooner or later, force itself on the attention of the English Government, i.e., the future 
of the Soudan.” 










T understand, also, that Colonel Hunter, the (Governor of Suakin, has, during his 
tenure of oflice, given very positive assurances of support to tribes living at a 
considerable distance from Suakin. 

All this makes it very desirable that the various authorities concerned, whether in 
London, Cairo, or Suakin, should clearly understand what is the nature of the policy 
to he pursued in the Eastern Soudan. Otherwise, unity of action will not be secured; 
and, moreover, it is not impossible that l>oth the English and Egyptian Governments 
may he unconsciously drawn into a forward policy, which they would he reluctant to 
adopt, hut from which, in the absence of timely preventive measures, retreat would be 
difficult 

From another point of view, also, it has become necessary to reconsider the 
situation in the Eastern Soudan. In December 1890, whilst the question of rcoccu- 
pation was being considered, Sir Francis Grenfell wrote :— 

“ Tokar being the only oasis of fert ile ground of importance to the east of Ivassnla 
and Berber, the only possible Dervish posts would he at those places, which are in either 
ease 200 miles distant." (Iuelosurc 2 in my despatch No. 20 of the 3rd February, 1891.) 

Recent events appear to show that this view was somewhat too optimist. It may 
be that Osman Digna will not be able to establish himself in large force any where 
lxdween Berber and Kassala on the one hand, and the Red Sea on the other hand, 
although it would appear not impossible that lie should do so if a supply service from 
Berber or Khartoum is organized. 

But it seems clear that lie will he able to establish posts from which raids agaiust. 
Egyptian territory may he directed. 

lu dealing with the policy of the future, the first and principal point to be borne 
in mind is that the Egyptian Government has neither the men nor the money to 
justify thus embarking in a forward policy. Indeed, as I stated to your Lordship but 
a short time ago (see my telegram No. 170 of the 8tl» instant), General Kitchener is 
of opinion—and I fully agree with him—that the present force is barely sufficient to 
defend the <l« facto possessions of Egypt. Apart from other objections, therefore, to 
which I have frequently alluded in various despatches addressed to your lordship’s 
predecessor, I regard it as in the highest degree probable that the result of adopting a 
forward policy would he, sooner or later, to create a call for English military 
assistance. 


I venture to think, therefore, that it should lie again laid down in the clearest 
possible terms that, for the present, the principal if not the sole aim of Egyptian 
policy should ho to maintain Egyptian authority over the Tokar delta and over the 
town and immediate neighbourhood of Suakin. 

It may perhaps be urged that the adption of this policy constitutes in some degree 
a breach of faith to the tribes living at a distance from Suakin who have received 
assurances of protection. On this branch of the subject I have the following 
observat ions to oiler. 

The only engagement to the tribes of which I am cognizant is contained in the 
Proclamation issued by Sir Francis Grenfell immediately after the occupation of Tokar. 
It was described in the following terms in a telegram addressed by me to Lord 
Salisbury on the 7th March 

“ Grenfell’s Proclamation states Egyptian Government reassumed authority over 
Eastern Soudan, and calls on tribes to expel Dervishes from their country. General 
amnesty grauted exeept to notorious slave-traders. Just government will be 
established. No intention of retiring from Tokar Province." 

At the time this Proclamation was issued it certainly never occurred to me that 


the statement relative to the Government having “ roassumed authority over the 
Eastern Soudan ” implied that active military assistance was, under any circumstances, 
to he given by Egyptian troop; to tribes living at a distance from Suakin. Any such 
pledge would have run counter to the policy which had received the sanction of iler 
Majesty’s Government. 1 should therefore have thought it my duty to take 
exception to it. I read the phraso which I have quoted above in connection with the 
context, in which it is stated that the Egyptian Government “calls on all tribes to 
expel Dervishes from their country." 1 thought it was clearly understood that the 
Egyptian troops would act on the defensive, that all the Proclamation conveyed was 
that the neighbouring iribes were brought within the Egyptian sphere of influence, 
and that, if t hoy exerted themselves to expel the Dervishes, they would receive such 
assistance, notably in tho way of money and arms, as the Egyptian Government might 
consider it possible and expedient to atford to them. 

There appears, however, now to ho some misapprehension on this point. 
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Sir Francis Grenfell, in his Memorandum of the lltli November, says that the 
Proclamation announced the intention of the Government to “ protect the tribes in 
case of any future Dervish incursions.” This phrase docs not occur in the Proclama¬ 
tion as it was communicated to me. There is a wide difference between an engage¬ 
ment to protect, and a call on the tribes to themselves “ expel the Dervishes from the 
country.” Captain Guilding’s Report, however, from which I have quoted above, 
and, so far as t understand, the recent language and action of Colonel Hunter, confirm 
the impression that tho engagements recently taken by the Egyptian Government 
towards the tribes have been generally understood at Suakin in the sense indicated by 
General Grenfell rather than in that which represents my own views. 

This matter has, however, to a certain extent been already set right. On the 
occasion of his recent visit to Suakin, General Kitchener saw some of the leading 
Sheikhs. He explained to them that the Government had no intention of adopting a 
forward policy ; and that the distant tribes must mainly rely on their own exertions to 
defend themselves against the Dervishes. L venture to think that General Kitchener’s 
action should bo approve !, and that the orders which the Governor of Suakin has 
received on this subject should be again clearly enunciated. It is to be regretted that 
there should be any appearance of contradiction in the various utterances made to the 
tribes at Suakin. At the samo time, any pledge which goes beyond the original text 
of Sir Francis Grenfell’s Proclamation was unauthorized, and should not, I venture to 
think, now receive the sanctiou of Her Majesty's Government. 

Whilst, however, I am of opinion that there should he no general or important 
departure from the defensive policy which has heretofore been adopted, I do not, on 
that account, mean to sav that the Egyptian troops should he absolutely confined to 
the walls of Suakin, and to the works which have been constructed at Tokar. I 
recognize, with Sir Redvcrs Duller, that the situation in the Eastern Soudan lias 
undergone a considerable change, in so far that the tribes, which were formerly hostile, 
arc now well disposed to the Egyptian Government. I also agree, to a certain extent. 
With the view set forth by Sir Redvcrs Duller in the following terms: “I think that 
we shall hold Suakin far more cheaply and successfully by at once attacking any 
party of raiders than by withdrawing to our fortifications and waiting till those raiders 
consolidate an army to attack us in thom.” Whilst agreeing generally in this view, I 
think it very desirable that the sphere of action of a temporary offensive character 
should he laid down for the guidance of the Suakin authorities with as much precision 
as possible. 

In this connection I have the honour to inclose a copy of the instructions sent by 
General Kitchener to Colonel Hunter. 

In these instructions the principle is laid down that “ the Dervishes arc to be 
attacked when they come within striking distance of Suakin or Tokar.” Mounted 
troops arc to patrol in the immediate neighbourhood of Suakin and Tokar. Raiders 
are to be at once attacked if tho a v como within “striking distance.” Sixty riding 
camels and an additional squadron of cavalry have been attached to tlie battalion at 
Tokar with a view of facilitating the execution of these instructions. “The Governor 
has authority to net on his own initiative in such eases, reporting to Cairo tiie action 
taken." 

1 have no objection to offer to this portion of the instructions, or to the 
discretionary power left in the hands of tho Governor. It is manifest that in eases of 
this sort prompt and immediate action is necessary. 1 should be glad, however, to sco 
tho term “striking distance” defined with somewhat more precision. I would 
suggest a day’s march from Suakin, or from the territory held by the Egyptian 
troops at Tokar, ns a suitable definition. 

General Kitchener has informed me verbally that ho has no objection to tho 
adoption of this definition. 

In the second place, it is luid down that “if such places ns Sotirab, Sinkat, 
and Erkowit are occupied by Dervishes, they should be turned out.” A column 
consisting of GUO infantry and 100 cavalry, with the requisite transport, has been 
ordered to lie held in constant readiness to move out. 

1 entertain somewhat greater doubts as to this portion of the instructions. The 
places indicated lie, 1 may observe, nt distances varying from about 20 to 70 miles 
from Suakin and Tokar.* 

• Jokr.r to S’d r.tb. t!0 tulh*; Suu'. n to Srtirab, ’ I mile*; Tokar to Rrkowil, 48 tuitr ; Suakin to Hrkowil, 
•.8 mile* j Stt.ikin to Si Kat, a8ir.il.-. Tirir iI'imik** aro nituuml a* the rro» flit» ’I lie dirtauec Horn 
8ni.k n to Sir.kat br tito (tim *. K»dl< 45 mile*. Tbit road !», t.uw.-ver, a very bvl one. Tlio belt roid mate* a 
.on., tit tour. 1 he uiilalico l»v thl* Utter read U 70 mile*. 
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Two risks have to ho feared. One is that the information obtainable as to the 
strength' of the Dervish force is often very untrustworthy. This was notably shown at 
the time when Tokar was occupied. It was thought’that the place was*hokl by a 
“mere handful of men” (sec my telegram of the 3rd February, 1891), and that*no 
serious opposition would he encountered, whereas a severe engagement ensued, Osman 
Digna’s force having been found to consist, of “2,000 men, with 2,000 in reserve” 
(sco my telegram of the 21st February). It is, therefore, quite possible that, instead 
of a marauding party, with winch 700 men would easily cope, it may he found, when 
tho column has advanced and is in touch with the enemy, that a far more serious 
affair is in hand. 

Tho second risk is that the Dervishes, who are necessarily for more mobile than 
the Egyptian troops, and who arc always thoroughly well informed of any preparations 
for a hostile movement, may very probably retire with the result that the Commander 
of the column may he led oi> in pursuit to a considerably greater distance from his 
base than was originally intended. Looking to the climate, the nature of the country, 
and the difficulties of supply, this would he very undcsirahlo. 

Inasmuch, however, as General Kitchener thinks that tho confirmation of tho 
instructions, as they now stand, is very desirable, I will not object to them. It must, 
however, he cjparly understood that the phrase laying down that “telegraphic 
information must ho given to Cairo before the column actually -tarts ” implies that it is 
not to start without distinct authority from Cairo, and that that authority will not he 
given without my consent. General Kitchener has informed tnc that Colonel Hunter 
clearly understands his instruction in this sense. 1 should add that, unless the matter 
was, for obvious reasons, very urgent, I should probably wish to telegraph to your 
Lordship before granting the authority requested. 

Turning to another point, the instructions lay down “that no military posts, 
except those now occupied, should he established in tho hills for the protection of tho 
tribes.” In this portion of the instructions I entirely concur. Iam unable to agree 
with Sir Francis Grenfell that Sinkat should he permanently occupied. I am of 
op inion that, should the advance of a column to Sinkat, Erkowit, or Sctirab be 
approved, it should he clearly understood that the troops are to return after having 
driven off the Dervishes. 

As to tho places already occupied, l have no objection to offer to the occupation 
of Handoub. or to that of Tumbuk, although it lies rather further than 1 should wish, 
25 or 30 miles, from Suakiu. General Kitchener has informed me that, although ho 
considers tho occupation of Tamhuk for the present desirable, it may not improbably 
he found possible at a later period to withdraw to Handoub. 

Mukdum lies on the coast near Trinkitat. I scarcely understand why it was 
occupied. Tho ancdioragc at Trinkitat is, 1 believe, far preferable. I trust that before 
long it may he possible to abandon this port, and to shitt the base of operations, so far 
as Tokar is concerned, back again to Trinkitat. 

The occupation of Toll, Abdullah Uni. and Toinercn in the Tokar delta is manifestly 
desirable. 

I have only to add that, in viow of the activity recently displayed by the 
Dervishes, I should be glad of an early expression of the views of Her Majesty's 
Government on this iinportaut subject. I would also venture to suggest that identic 
instructions as to tho military policy lo he pursued at Suakin should l>e addressed to 
myself, and to General Walker from the War Office. 

• I have, &c. 

(Signed) OltO.MElt. 


Inclosurc in No. 92. 

Memorandum. 

THE following instructions have been given to the Governor and Commandant, 
Suakin, in consequence of the arrival of Osman Digun in the neighbourhood:— 

The principle that tho Dervishes arc to be attacked when they come within striking 
distance of Suakiu or Tokar is approved of. 

It is considered that if such places ns Sctirab, Sinkat, and Erkowit are occupied 
by Dervishes they should ho turned out. For this purpose rhe requisite number 
oi' transport camels has boon authorized to be maintained in readiness at Suakin. 

The columu thus available to take tho field numbers tiOU bayonets and 100 sabres. 








and should beat all times ready to move out, but telegraphic information must be given 
to Cairo before the column actually starts. 

With regard to the defence of the Arab tribes in the neighbourhood, the Governor 
has been ordered to effect this by patrols of mounted troops; to tako at all times all 
possible steps to attack any Dervish raiders penetrating within striking distance of 
Suakin or Tokar. For this purpose, sixty riding camels have been attached to tho 
battalion at Tokar, and an additional squadron has been sent there. The camel 
company at Suakin has also been brought up to full strength in camels. Tho 
Governor lias authority to net on his own initiative in such cases, reporting to Cairo the 
action taken. 

Tho Arabs have been warned to move their families and tloeks from the vicinity of 
Osman Dignn’s camp, and move to a place of safety further north. This has been done, 
and they are now established in tho neighbourhood of Daroor, on the coast, where a 
post of Civil police has been formed. 

It has been laid down that no military posts, except those now occupied, should 
he established iu the hills for tho protecliou'of the tribes. 

The posts authorized arc : — 

Handout), Tnmbuk, north-west of Suakin, and Mukdum, Teb, Abdullah Ilai, on the 
lino of communications from the sea to Tokar, and Tomcrcn, 10 miles beyond Tokar, 
at the mouth of the Khor Barraka. 

To maintain these posts and carry out these instructions, the force iu the Suakin 
command has been increased bv one squadron and one battalion. 

(Signed) H. H. KITCHENER, 

Cairo, December 9, 1S92. Sirdar, Egyptian Army. 


No. 9.'). 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Itosebery.—(Deceived December 20.) 

(No. 307. Secret.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 11, 1892. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. Ill, Secret, of tho 12th instant, I have the 
honour to inclose herein to your Lordship copy of a private letter which I addressed to 
Lord Cromer at Cairo on the subject of Ismail Pasha’s pecuniary claim against 
Egypt. 

With regard to your Lordship’s telegram No. 71 of tho 7th instaut, I have the 
honour to state that tlic only means at my disposal for gaining any information on the 
subject therein alluded to lay in approaching Dervish Pasha, who is a high ofllcer at 
the Palace who professes to be friendly to us. 

Dervish Pasha holds the rank of Marshal, and his son is married to one of the 
Sultan’s daughters. 

Acting on ray instructions, Sir Alfred Sandison, my First Dragoman, went to the 
Palace, and was well received by the Pasha, who informed him, in the course of 
conversation, that a sort of intimacy appeared to exist between the present Khedive 
and bis grandfather, Ismail Pasha, and that the latter is made a great deal of at the 
Imperial Palace, as is manifested by the continual marks of friendship and deference 
shown him l>v the Sultan. An active written correspondence is at the same time going 
on between Ismail Pasha and the present Khedive, who, according to Dervish Pasha, 
listens to the advice which he receives from his grandfather. 

Ismail Pasha’s confidential agent in Egypt is his son, Hussein Pasha, who does 
not, however, appear to enjoy the confidence of the Khedive Abbas Pasha. 

Dervish Pasha, through whose instrumentality 1 had received quite confidentially 
the Memorandum containing Ismail Pasha’s claim, strongly recommended to 
Sir Alfred Sandison that it should he speedily settled on behalf of the ox-Kliedivc. 

Dervish Pasha endeavoured to insinuate that, in view of the considerable inllucnce 
which Ismail Pasha was still in a position to cxcroiso not only over tlic Arab popula¬ 
tion of Egypt proper, but even over the whole of tho Soudan, it would bo advisable 
that Ismail Pasha should bo spared a further pecuniary sacrifice, and the infliction of 
what His Highness considered a humiliation on account of tho unjustifiable 
appropriation of tho yearly sum legally due to him as set forth in the Memorandum. 
Dervish Pasha added that the question was more one of amour-propre with llis 
Highness than a matter of pecuniary interest. It would appear that a settlement of 
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Ismail Pasha’s claim would have a general good elTcct, especially at Constantinople, 
as regards the Sultan and His Highness. 

£ may mention that at a dinner recently given at the Palace, at which I was 
present, I sat between His Imperial Majesty and Ismail Pasha. After tho dinner was 
over we were ushered with a few others into the Sultan’s private apartment, the 
general guests remaining in an outer room. His Imperial Majesty showed con¬ 
siderable civility to Ismail Pasha, first of all by inviting him to join his circle in the 
private room, and then, whilst there, offering Ilis Highness with his own hand a 
cigarette, such an act being considered in this country as an exceptional mark of 
Imperial favour and condescension. 

I have, &c 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FORD. 


Inclosurc in No. 93. 

Sir Cline Ford lo Lord Cromer. 

(Private.) 

Dear Lord Cromer, Constantinople, December 13, 1892. 

1 HOPE you have returned to your post in good health, and that you enjoyed 
your holiday in England. 

I am anxious to do Marshal Dervish Pasha, of the Imperial Palace here, a good 
turn. lie is an intimate friend of the cx-Kln:dive Ismail Pasha, and ho has asked me 
if I could do anything to oblige the ex-Khedive in furthering a case which closely 
affects the pecuniary interests of Ilis Highness. 

I should so like if you could get an impartial opinion on the matter. 

Ismail Pasha hopes that it may be viewed in the light of a fair and legitimate 
claim. 

Taking into consideration the state of the present resources of the ex-Khedive, 
Dervish Pasha gives me to understand that ho has reason to believe that the Sultan 
would be gratified if the matter, which will be found fully explained in the 
accompanying Memorandum, were to receive some fair solution. 

The question with tho ex-Khedive is one of amour-propre, and if tho Egyptian 
Government could see its way to settling it in a satisfactory manner, I think that the 
effect produced, both on His Highness and on tho Sultan, would be very good. 

Hoping you will forgive my troubling you in this affair, £ remain, &t\, 

(Signed) FRANC£S CLARE FORD. 


No. 93*. 

The Earl o/ Rosebery to Sir Clare Ford. 

(No. 270. Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 22, 1892. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 307 of tho 14th instant, on 
the subject of the relations or the ex-Khedive Ismail with tho Khedive Abbas and 
with the Sultan. 

In regard to Ismail Pasha’s pecuniary claim against the Egyptian Government, 
I have to refer you to the inclosed printed confidential correspondence,* and especial lv 
to Sir E. Daring’s despatch No. 71 of the 11th February, 1888, from which you will 
perceive that tho matter has been finally disposed of, and that it would be impossible 
now to reopen it. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSE PER V. 
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No. 9 Jr. 

Sir Clare Ford to the Earl of Jlosebery .— (Received December *26.) 

(No. 378. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, December 19,1892. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 367 of the 14th instant, on the subject of a 
correspondence which is going on between Ismail Pasha, ex-Khedive of Egypt, and 
His Highness’ grandson, the actual Khedive, I have the honour to inform your 
Lordship that Sir Alfred Sandison, my First Dragoman, has had an interview with 
Artin Pasha, Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, on the subject. 

What transpired at. the interview is fully stated in the accompanying 
Memorandum. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS CLARE FOHD. 


Inclosure in No. 94. 

Memorandum by Sir A. Sandison. 

. (Secret.) 

AS your Excellency is aware, I received a pressing message from Artin Pasha, 
the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, to go and see him at his private 
house. Having accordingly done so on Friday (yesterday), his Excellency, after 
dilating on his loyalty and great devotion to the Sultan, at once proceeded to tell 
me that, in view of the grave importance he attached to the private correspondence 
which had come to his knowledge some days ago as being carried on between the 
Khedive and his grandfather, Ismail Pasha, at Constantinople, he considered himself 
in duty bound to warn His Majesty of the consequences which might result to his 
detriment from the mere fact of such a correspondence being carried on between tho 
actual and ex-Khedives of Egypt. 

Artin Pasha then went on to say that though tho exchange of private letters 
between two close relatives might seem natural and harmless in itself, yet in view of 
the respective positions occupied by two such high dignitaries, neither Her Majesty's 
Government nor its Representative in the East were at all likely to consider tho 
matter in that light without, at the same time suspecting His Majesty of being privy 
to the correspondence for unknown or particular objects. 

His Excellency could, therefore, feel no hesitation in submitting to His Majesty 
at ouec the oxpedionev, if not the necessity, of discouraging the. continuation of tho 
correspondence, and aLovo all of abstaining from all direct or indirect participation 
in it. 

Artin Pasha concluded by saying that he intended proceeding to the Palace that 
very afternoon for the purpose of laying the matter in that light before the Sultan. 

I have since heard, however, from his Excellency that lie had addressed His 
Majesty confidentially in writing on the subject, anil that lie had just heard (to-day, 
Saturday) that tho Sultan had sent off one of his Chamberlains in the morning to 
Ismail Pasha’s Palace at Emirghian with tho object probably, as Artin Pasha is inclined 
to believe, of conferring with his Highness on the subject. 

(Signed) A. SANDISON. 

Pera, December 17, 1892. 


No. 95. 

Lord Cromer to the Karl of Rosebery.—(Received December 20.) 

(No. 204.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 13, 1892. 

REFERRING to my telegram No. 170 of tho 8th instant, I now have the honour 
to forward herewith to your Lordship copy of a Circular note which I have received 
from Tigranc Pasha, addressed by his Excellency to tho foreign Representatives, 
stating the necessity for an increase in tho Egyptian army. 

Tigranc Pasha* points out that the entire army, with tho exception of 1,500 men, 
is concentrated on the Soudanese frontier; that a sufficient force docs not exist for 
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supplying changes on the frontier necessary for the health of the troops; and that so 
small a reserve is insufficient to guard against all the eventualities which may occur. 

It is suggested that an annual sum of £ E. (10,000 be set aside from the economics 
resulting from the conversion of the Privileged Debt and of the Daira Sanioh for this 
purpose. 

1 trust that Her Majesty’s Government will see fit to give its consent to this 
proposal. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure in No. 05. 

Tiijrane Pasha to Lord Cromer. 

(Circulate ) 

Milord, /_(. Cairo, le 12 De'-embre, 1892. 

VOUS lt’ignoroz certainement pas quo, par suite de l’dtat <lu Soudan et dcs 
incursions possibles de la part des Mabdiistes, soit a Wadi-llalfa, soil it Souakin, 
le Gouverncmcnt Khedivial s’est trouvd amend ii concent re r sur sirs front idres la. 
presque totality de l'amido ligyptienne. 

C’est ainsi qu’il nc rcste plus, on figyptc mimic, quo 1,500 homines casernes au 
Cairo, cfiectif d’un cscailron dc eavalerio et dc deux bataillons d’infantcrie, force tout ii 
fait insutlisanto pour permeltro dc relever succossivoment los garnisons de la frontiero, 
co qui oblige lo Ministerc do la Guerre ii eonsciver les memos bataillons ii Wadi-llalfa 
ou ii Souakin, pendant presque toute la durdc du temps quo les homines ont ii passer 
sous les drapeaux. II cst it peine besoin dc faire imserver quo ees mutations sont 
ahsolumont ndeessairos dans rintdret, tant dc la same quo du moral des troupes, qui 
no. peuvont quo soufl’rir des fatigues inhdrentes it tin service de front teres si prolonge. 

rermettez-moi d’ajontcr, NTilord, quo, si dcs eirconstanecs venaient it se produire 
ndeessjtant Penvoi do renforts it la frontidro, le Gouvcrncment Khedivial n’aurait sa 
disposition quo ecs 1,500 hommes, ct lour ddpart mettrait 1c Ministerc dc la Guerre 
dans l’iinpossibilitd, memo dans la eapitale, d’nssurer les services journalicrs d’ordre ot 
do sdcuritd dont il a la charge. 

Les autoritds militaires n’ont, depuis longtcmps, cessd d’attiror Patton t ion du 
Gouverncmcnt dc Son .Vitesse sur les iiiconvdnicnts ct les dangers de cctto situation, 
ct. il a dtd forcemeat amend i\ reconnaitre que, pour pnrer a toute dventualitd, la 
ndccssitd s’iinpo.sait do la creation dc deux nouveaux bataillons d’infanlerie et dc deux 
escadrons dc cavaleric. 

Mais cctte augmentation de l’nrmde cntralncra uuo ddpenso dc £ E. 00,000, a 
laquollc les ressourees aetucllcs du Budget no pormettent pas do pourvoir; ct il no 
rcste an Gouverncmcnt Khedivial qu’Jl s’adresscr nux Puissances qui out donnd lour 
adhesion au Dderet du 7 Juin, 1890, relatif a la conversion dcs Dottcs l^gyptionnes, 
pour obtenir, conformduiont nux dispositions do l’Arliclo -V do ee Ddorct, l’autorisation 
de prdlevcr sur le proiluit des economies resultant de la conversion do la Detto 
Privildgide et de cello dc la Daira Sanich les ressourees ndccssaircs. 

Ces dconomies, sur Icsquelles le Gouverncmcnt de .Son Altesse no demamlc i\ 
prdlcver quo la somnic anmiello do £ E. (50,000, s’dldvcnt la somme do £ E. 31-1-.937 
pur an; ct lc montant nccumuld dc ces dconomies, ii la date du 1“ Ddcembre de la 
prdsente amide, est de C E. 05(5,010. 

J’ai rccours it votro ohligcant iutennediaire, Milord, pour sollieiter du Gouvcrne- 
ment de Sa Mnjcstd, sous lc Ddneficc des considdrations quo jo viens d’avoir l’homieur 
de vous exposer, son asscntinicnt a cette demando, t\ laquelle, j’en ai la contlance, 
votro Scigncurie voudra hieu donuor son btcnvcillant ajtpui. 

Veuillez, &c. 

(Signd) TIGRANE. 


No. 9(5. 

Lord Cromer to the Karl of Rosebery.—(Received December 26.) 

(No. 206.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 14, 1S92. 

REFERRING to Mr. navdinge’s despatcli No. 158 of tho 23rd September 
last to your Lordship, and to previous correspondence, on the subject of tho 
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Aral) raids into the Italian Sphere of influence in the Soudan, I have now the honour 
to forward to your Lordship copy of a despatch which I have received from Brigadier- 
General Kitchener, inclosing a Report from the Mamour of Akik to the Governor 
of the Suakin district, containing details of the raid in question. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 90. 

Brigadier-General Kitchener to Lord Cromer. 

My Lord, Cairo, December , 1892. 

WITH reference to Foreign Office letter of the 6th September, 1892, in regard to a 
complaint made by the Italian Government that raids had been lately committed 
by the Ashraf and Az-Azeri tribes, t have the honour to inform your Lordship that a 
copy of the correspondence in question was transmitted to the Governor of the Suakin 
district with a view to an investigation being made into the cause of the alleged raids. 

A reply has now been received from the Governor of the Suakin district to the 
effect that, after careful inquiry, it would appear that the [violation of boundaries and 
iho crimes of raiding and murdering were begun by the parts of the Arab tribes 
who are under Italian influence, and who live on the Italian side of the boundary; 
and he further l»egs that the latter Government be moved to take such repressive 
measures as shall prevent a recurrence of these disorders. 

In support of this statement he forwards a Report of the Mamour of Akik, which 
l have the honour to transmit to your Lordship. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) n. H. KITCHENER, Sirdar. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 90. 

The Afamour of Akik to the governor, Suakin District. 

Akik, November 17, 1892. 

SHEIKH IDRIS II AM El) BEY NAZIR, the Beni Amcr, states that, early in 
November 1892, Mahmoud Kantihai Shcikh-el-Habab, Massawa, detailed fifty of his 
men, armed with Remington rides, to proceed to Aitara (Khor Kassar) and raid the 
followers of Sheikh Hamed Kantihai encamping there. 

They arrived on the 9th November, attacked the men, and robbed them of 250 
cows and six donkeys, after killing one Sheikh named Mohamcd Hamed Ojeil, and 
dangerously wounding his two sons. 

As soon ns the fact was brought to the notice of Hamed Kantihai, lie dispatched 
a party of armed men after them to retaliate and restore the stolen loot; hut to his 
disappointment his men were defeated, live of them killed and three wounded, and so 
they were compelled to retreat, and the raiders proceeded to their homes in triumph. 

Sheikh Idris adds that the reason for these disturbances is the grudge existing 
between Mahmoud and Hamed Kantihai, the latter having repudiated the Italians 
with his family, and having come to live within the Egyptian boundary. 

This is why the latter is always hostile to the former, and seizes every opportunity 
to annoy him and disturb his |>cacc. 


No. 97. 

Lord Cromer to the Karl of Rosebery.—(Received December 2(5.) 

(No. 208. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 1C, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose an interesting Report which has becu prepared by 
Major Wingate, and in which he relates the outcome of several conversations he has 
had with Mustafn-el-Amin, a Jaalin merchant, who has recently arrived from tho 
Soudan. This Report is noteworthy, in so far as it gives a somewhat different account 
of the present state of affairs in tiio Soudan from that which has heretofore obtained 
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credence. Other accounts, notably that of Father Ohrwaldcr, went to show that tho 
greatest discontent prevailed, and that the majority of the people of tho Soudan would 
welcome tho rc-establishmcnt of Egyptian rule. Mustafa-el-Amin tells a somewhat 
different story. According to his account, the severity of the Dervish rulo has been 
greatly mitigated. The people are becoming accustomed to it, and any attempt to 
re-establish Egyptian rule would encounter the opposition not only of the Baggaras, 
who arc the dominant tribe, but also of other tribes who have heretofore been held to 
be specially discontented with Dervish rule. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CROMER, 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 97. 

Colonel Kitchener to Lord Cromer. 

Head-quarters , Egyptian Army, War Office, Cairo, 
My Lord, December 15, 1892. 

I HAVE the honour to submit, for your Lordship's information, a statement of a 
recent arrival from the Soudan, giving his views on the present situation in that 
country. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. H. KITCHENER, -Sirdar. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 97. 

Notes on the Present Situation in the Soudan. 

Description of Mustafa-el-Amin. —Mustafa-el-Amin, a .Taalin merchant, arrived on 
the 2nd December, 1892, from the Soudan vifl Suakin. Ho loft Omdurman about six 
weeks ago, travelling vift Motemmeh, Berber, and Kokreb. His brother, a certain 
Mansur-el-Amin, also a merchant, is now in prison at Suakin, having been sentenced 
to one and a-half years’ imprisonment in connection with a will case. Mustafa-el- 
Amin is a cousin of the Kadi-el-Islnm in Omdurman, and the latter being one of the 
most influential members of the Khalifa’s Council, Mustafa-el-Amin has had 
exceptional opportunities of ascertaining the motives and intentions of the present 
Ruler of the Soudan. Being a grandson of the well-known King Beshir Akid, of the 
Mcsselamab section of the Jaalin tribe, he occupies a most influential position amongst 
the Jaalin, and is no doubt a man of authority amongst the Khalifa’s immediate 
entourage; being also most anxious to secure his brother’s release from prison, ho has 
volunteered to give the fullest information in his power regarding the present situation 
in the Soudan. 

I have now questioned this man for several consecutive days. Most of his 
information will be embodied in the yearly Intelligence Report for 1892, now in 
course of compilation, hut there are certain ]>oints which appear to bo of special 
importance regarding tho present situation, and these I have set down in the following 
brief notes, reserving his lull statement for the yearly Report. 

Khalifa Sherif. —Tho attempted revolt of the Khnlifa Sherif might havo been 
successful if ably conducted, but it was badly managed from the first, and has resulted 
in the Khalifa Abdullah establishing his authority on a firmer footing than it has 
ever been before. The imprisonment of tho Khalifa Sherif and the execution at 
Fashoda of tho principal instigators has cleared Omdurman of all the influential 
malcontents. 

Khalifa Wad Helu. —Khalifa Ali Wad ilelu’s authority is quite nominal, and is 
every day growing less. There is no chance of his succeeding in ease of Khalifa 
Abdullah's death, for he will be immediately killed or put out of the way as soon as 
that event occurs, and l>efore it becomes publicly known. 

Decline of Fanaticism.— Surely and gradually, therefore, tho late Maluli's principal 
adherents are being reduced to positions of no importance. Maluliism as a religious 

E iwer is practically dead, and tho Khalifa now makes no secret of his intentions that 
s son Osman (Sheikh Ed Din) shall succeed him. Osman has been recently 
appointed to tho honorary command of the whole of the Jehndieh of Omdurman 
(i.e., Black regular troops). 
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Hereditary Succession .—Mustafa-cl-Amin (loos not consider that the death of tho 
Khalifa would very materially affect the situation, ns tho system of hereditary 
succession is now fully admitted. His brother Yakub is an able man, and the 
Khalifa’s son Osman, although young, would, with Yakub’s assistance, he quite capablo 
of carrying on the government of the country. 

Recruiting of Blacks. —The Khalifa is gradually getting rid of all the old Govern¬ 
ment Blnck troops, and replacing them by Blacks newly recruited. For this purposo 
his confidential agent, llajji Zubeir, who is a man of great influence amongst the 
Blacks, has been dispatched to the Bahr-el-Glmzal with a considerable sum of money, 
and With orders to collect all the Blacks lie can. At present the force of Jelmdieh at 
Omdurman numbers about 7,000 men, the majority of whom were formerly in tho 
Government service. They are therefore considered by the Khalifa to he a dangerous 
element in the event of any advance of the Government on the Soudan, and it is tho 
Khalifa’s intention to send them all to Kordofan as soon as lie can replace them by 
the new recruits from Bahr-ol-Ghazal. 

Ammunition, Sc. —There is no lack of rillcs in Omdurman. They are now very 
carefully kept, and arc only issued out of store on special occasions. Lead is still 
scarce, but considerable stoics of reserve ammunition exist. The manufacture of 
powder in Omdurman is still continued. The quality is not particularly good, but for 
short ranges is quite effective. Fulminate and caps are also locally manufactured as 
well as imported. Files are in great demand; they arc imported by merchants, and 
fetch a quarter to half a dollar a-piecc. Mustafa-cl-Amin considers that if the import 
of files could lie stopped the Khalifa’s manufacturing resources would be greatly 
impaired, as the various machinery now in use is getting old and worn out, and is kept 
in working order almost entirely by a constant use of the file. If possible, tho import 
of sulphur should also be checked. 

System of Government. —When the Khalifa first began to rule ho exercised tho 
greatest tyranny and oppression over the people, but now that the authority of his 
own trilie, the Baggaras, is undisputed, and that internal dissensions have been 
suppressed, he is profiting by former experience, and is doing his utmost to establish a 
more lenient and popular system of government, and his efforts arc not altogether 
unsuccessful. 

Condition of Tribes and Natives. —Great tribes such as the Jaalin no doubt bitterly 
resent the accession to power of the Baggaras, but they an* not so discontented as they 
were. They originally rose against Egyptian Government authority because they 
considered themselves oppressed. During tho first few years of the Khalifa’s rulo 
they suffered still greater oppression, and would gladly have reverted to Egyptian rulo 
had it been possible; but gradually the situation is changing, and the Khalifa’s 
nominal taxation of “zcka” is less oppressive than were Government taxes. On 
certain occasions it is true the Khalifa makes a largo and sudden demand which must 
be met, and, probably, in actual point of fact, the resources of the people arc more 
heavily drained than they wore in the old days, but the system is different, and tho 
mere fact that the actual taxes now demanded arc less tlum those demanded by the 
Government is inducing a species of belief that the Khalifa’s rule will in tho end bo 
less oppressive. Then, again, the largo riverain tribes arc at length beginning to 
beliovo that tho Egyptian Government does not intend to again reassert its authority 
in the Soudan. This, coupled with the fact that the Khalifa is doing his utmost to 
make his rule more popular, is gradually bringing about a feeling amongst the people 
that, after all, the Khalifa’s rule is not so bad as they thought, and that they had better 
make the best of it. 

Thus a slow but gradual consolidation is being effected, and it is not unlikely that 
when the Government does eventually decide to re-enter the Soudan, it will meet 
with opposition on the part of those very tribes who have been most clamorous for its 
return. 

'Ihe opposition (except on the part of the Baggaras) must lack tho fanaticism 
which characterized the early stages of the revolt, but, nevertheless, the opposition 
which an invading force would bo likely to meet must not bo discounted. In tho 
opinion of Mustafa-cl-Amin, tho opposition likely to bo mot will be considerable, and 
every year it will become stronger and more difficult to overeomo. In his opinion, tho 
disintegration which the Klmlifa’s early misrule was bringing about has liecn checked, 
and in its place a slow and gradual consolidation is being effected. The Baggaras 
have become nationalized in their new homes, the other tribes, " fauto dc mioux," are 
accepting the situation, and now there is a more or less general feeliug that an 
advance on the part of the Government must bo considered ns an attempt to interfere 
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with their independence. This feeling is strongest in Omdurman and tho vicinity, and 
weakest amongst tho population immediately in contact with outside influences. 
Mustafa-cl-Amin goes so far as to say that he docs not believo the Janlin will join the 
Government until Berber is actually captured ; it is possible their neutrality might be 
secured before that event, but active co-operation on their part, prior to the Egyptian 
reoccupation of Berber, is out of the question. The same remarks apply in general 
to most of the former powerful tribes in the Soudan, and in estimating the opposition 
which Government is likely to meet when advancing to the Soudan, a considerable 
percentage of opposition on the part of tho local inhabitants, in addition to that of the 
Baggara and Johadieh garrisons, must ho allowed for. This opposition on the part of 
the local inhabitants will bo partially voluntary and partially tho result of coercion ; 
hut it must he remembered the nature of the Arabs is to side with the stronger, and, 
no doubt, if an overwhelming force miters the Soudan, the opposition it is likely to 
meet will ho proportionally smaller, whereas if a small and weak force attempts to 
penetrate, it will probably meet with strong opposition. 

The Khalifas Intentions. —Mustafa-el-Amin asserts that tho Khalifa’s power is 
considerable, and likely to increase rather than decrease, lie lias an extensive 
kingdom to defend, and, for the present, lie lias no intention of increasing his 
territories ; hut -as bis power becomes more consolidated, be is more likely to become 
aggressive. 

As regards Egypt, be is quite convinced that all attempts at invasion are useless 
as long as the English arc in occupation, but were they to withdraw, Mustafa-el-Amin 
has no hesitation in saying that be believes the Khalifa’s first intention would be to 
dispatch a powerful invading force against it, and in that case the Jaaliu, masse, 
would join him in such an attempt. 

On tho other hand, however, it is the fixed intention of tho Klmlifa not to allow 
any encroachment on his territories from any direction, and his orders to Osman Digna 
and to his Northern Nile posts all bear out this idea. 

Osman Digna has been dispatched to punish the Arabs for their open loyalty to 
the Government, as the Khalifa feared their friendliness would greatly facilitate an 
advance from Suakin. Orders have been sent to the Emir of Dongola to harass the 
Egyptian outposts and prevent an advance. Abu Girgch lias been dispatched up tho 
White Nile to combat the Belgian force at Lado. The Emir Zeki Turnmnl has been 
sent with bis force to Abu llaraz, as from that position the dispatch of reinforcements 
to various threatened points is more feasible. All these steps go to prove that the 
Klmlifa anticipates advances from all directions: from Haifa, Suakin, Tokar, Senheit, 
Equntoria, &c, which ho is determined to oppose. No immediate action on the part of 
Babeli Zubair in Dar Tama is anticipated by the Khalifa. 

In tho event of an advance from Haifa the Khalifa would send reinforcements to 
Dongola, and Mustafa-el-Amin asserts that ho is determined to make a strong 
opposition to tin* recapture of that province. 

Should the Government advance ho advises a strong expedition to start, as a weak 
force would in all probability he driven back. 

Should an advance be made from Suakin and Tokar it would be certain to meet 
very strong opposition; be considers that to attempt to retake the Soudan vift the 
Suakin-Bcrber road, before Berlier is recaptured, would assuredly fail. 

As regards Equatoria, lie is confident that Ahu Girgch and llajji Zubair will 
succeed in raising the Black tribes in such numbers as to check any downward move¬ 
ment towards Fashoda. 

Should the Dervishes be driven out of Dongola, the Klmlifa is determined to 
largely strengthen Berber and Metcmmph, which be will bold as long as possible; lie 
himself will continue to remain at Omdurman until actually defeated. He has a force 
ol’ 8,000 Blacks, under his cousin Mohammed, at El Obcid, and if driven out of 
Omdurman he would attempt to establish himself in Kordofan ; and if driven thence lie 
would go to his native country near Slmka, and establish himself ns a ltulor in 
Dar Fertit. 

Trade. —Mustafa-el-Amin affirms that the Khalifa’s orders to stop the trade were 
occasioned by a fear that an advance on the part of the Government was about to take 
place, but tlmt on being assured there was no such intention, lie agreed to reopen it 
along the Berber-Assouan road only, as he mistrusts the Mclikab of Saleli Bey, who 
hold the Korosko-Abu-lIamed line. 

Eastern Desert. —The Dervish movement in the Eastern Desert under Adlan is 
merely intended to raid on neutral tribes, or tribes friendly to Government. It is 
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possible descents may be attempted on the Nile, but distances are very great, and such 
was not the original intention of their dispatch. 

Berber and Oman Digna. —The Khalifa is personally opposed to trade, but the 
Emir Ez Zaki of Berber, who is most desirous to conciliate the Jaalin, is induced by 
the latter, who arc the great traders of the Soudan, to urge the Khalifa to keep the 
road open ; hence Zaki’s protest against Osman Digna, and his reluctance to assist his 
enterprise. At the same time, the Khalifa’s animosity against the Arabs near Suakin 
is so groat, that he may possibly order Zaki to send the reinforcements Osman requires. 

General Remarks on the Situation. —Mustafa-el-Amin’s remarks on the general 
situation, though perhaps fairly accurate on the whole, should, in my opinion, be 
accepted with some reserve, lie is a man of influence in the Soudan, is personally 
well ofT, and, consequently, satisfied with the Khalifa’s rule, and no doubt this fact gives 
him a tendency to exaggerate the power and adminisf rativo capabilities of the present 
Ruler of the Soudan. It was only by giving Mustafa-elrAmin a promise that what he 
told me in confidence would not be used against him, and that I would endeavour to 
assist him in his object, that he was induced to freely state his opinions on the 
Soudan. 

Admitting a probable exaggeration on his part regarding the popularity of the 
Khalifa’s rule and its effects on the natives of the Soudan, I am inclined to believe that. 
Mustafa-el-Amin’s statements regarding the Khalifa’s present intentions are worthy of 
some credence, though possibly he over-estimates the number of his troops. 

He is the first native who has come to Egypt who has not told us that the entire 
Soudan is most anxious for a return of the Government, and who affirms that a feeling 
of independence is very gradually springing up. 'Whether this fact entitles him to 
greater credence than other native arrivals from the Soudan is questionable; but his 
statement in many points agrees with Father Ohrwalder’s descriptions, and it has a 
certain merit, inasmuch as it is the expression of opinion of a member of the Jaalin 
tribe, who is admittedly satisfied with the Khalifa Abdullah’s rule; though at the 
same time he assorts his willingness to act as a secret informer to the Government of 
the Khalifa’s intentions when he returns to the Soudan. He is a personal friend of 
Slat in’s, and is well known as an influential man by most of the Soudanese. He is 
very anxious that- other merchants and Soudanese should not know that lie has been in 
communication with the Intelligence Department. 

(Signed) F. R. WINGATE, D.M.I. 

Cairo, December 12, 1892. 


No. 98. 

Lord Cromer to the Eurl of Rosebery. —(Received December 2(3.) 

(No. 172.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, December 2(3, 1892. 

I REGRET to have to report to your Lordship the somewhat serious illness of 
Mustapha Pasha Fehmy, the Prime Minister. 


No. 99. 

The Earl of Rosebery to Sir E. Malet. 

(No. 310.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 28, 1892. 

YOUR Excellency will have seen from Lord Cromer’s telegram No. 170 of the 
8th instant that the Egyptian Government were about to issue a Circular to the 
Powers requesting them to sanction the expenditure of some GO,000/. of the economics 
resulting from the conversion of the debt on the increase of (ho Egyptian army. 

Count Metternich informed me to-day that this proposal had been received at 
Berlin, and that lie was Instructed to declare that, if it was agreeable to Her Majesty’s 
Government, Germany would he very willing to concur in it. 

1 replied that, in the opinion of Her Majesty’s Government, the increase was 
advisable and expedient, and I begged him to express to his Government the pleasure 
with which 1 had received their cordial communication. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROSEBERY. 
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No. 100. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received December 29.) 

(No. 173.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo. December 29, 1892. 

1IIS Excellency the Prime Minister has congestion of both lungs. He is 
considered to be in a critical condition by the English doctor who is attending him. 


No. 101. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received December 29.) 

(No. 171.) 20 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, December 'Sk 1892. 

WITH reference to my despatch to your Lordship No. 201 of the 13th instant, 
I have the honour to report that M. de Rcvcrscaux and M. Kovander have endeavoured 
to persuade His Highness to induce the French and Russian Governments to agree to 
the proposed increase in the Egyptian army through the exercise of the Sultan’s 
influence at Paris and St. Petersburg]!. 

His Highness, acting on his own initiative, declined to follow the advice of the 
Ptvnch and Russian Consuls-Gcneral. 


No. 102. 

Lord Cromer to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received December 29.) 

(>X 175. Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, December 29, 1892. 

IN a conversation which Sir Elwin Palmer has had with the Khedive, the 
arrangements were discussed which, in the not improbablo event of the Prime 
Minister’s death, will become necessary. 

Ilia/. Pasha would ho the best, man to appoint, as ho is the only influential 
Mahommcdan. But the Khedive unfortunately very much dislikes Riaz Pasha 
personally, and to force His Highness to nominate him would bo useless. Judging 
from their characters, they would, before long, be sure to quarrel. 

The appointment of Nubnr Pasha or Tigrano Pasha would bo objectionable, but I 
do not think His Highness will nominate either. 

The present Grand Master of Ceremonies or the Under-Secretary of State for the 
Interior are the most likely men to bo named. I know of no one who would 
be preferable, and though neither of them have any ability, it would be possible to 
work with cither. 

Direct interference on my part will not, 1 think, become necessary, and I propose, 
as far ns possible, to stand aside, unless the Khedive should desire to make an appoint¬ 
ment which was highly objectionable. With the exception of Tigrano Pasha, whom 
I do not wish to see named, it matters little whom the Khedive appoints. 


No. 103. 

Lord Ciomer to the Eurl of Rosebery.—(Received December 31.) 

(No. 170.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Cairo, December 31, 1892. 

1 REGRET to have to report to your Lordship that the doctors hold out very 
little hope of the recovery of his Excellency Mustapha Pasha Fchmy. 







